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PREFACE. 



The following work is, in substance, a compilation 
from the writings of various authors ; and chiefly 
from the pages of divines who are reckoned among 
the highest authorities in the Church of England. 
The materials have been arranged so as to form 
a commentary upon the leading points in the 
Church Catechism, and in the office for public Bap- 
tism ; and thus they make up a body of Divinity, 
containing a general survey of the privileges and 
duties of the Christian covenant. 

The information here given, and the consider- 
ations brought forward, are such, in kind and ex- 
tent, as appear especially to deserve the attention 
of young persons who have arrived at years of 
discretion ; and such, it is hoped, as may impart to 
them a clear, connected, and consistent view of 
the great outlines of that religion which they 
have been taught to reverence and profess. 
Such, &t leasty is the plan of tYv\^ \\\x\^ ^wN^, 
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however imperfectly that plan may have been 
carried out. 

To persons who have the care of youth, or tlie 
superintendence of a religious education, this vo- 
lume may, perhaps, be found useful as a guide or 
companion in their important undertaking. And, 
especially, it has been thought that such a compi- 
lation may form a suitable present to young per- 
sons from those who are in duty bound to provide 
that they are properly instructed in all things 
" which a Christian ought to know and believe to 
his souFs health." 

It would have been possible for the compiler 
of this book to have expressed in his own words 
all the statements which it contains ; that is, 
to have repeated, with slight variations of form, 
what has already been far more ably said and 
written on the same subjects. In this way, how- 
ever, the work would have been divested of much 
of its authority ; or, to say the very least, it would 
have been without that peculiar sanction and re- 
commendation which the names of good men and 
eminent divines may very properly impart. The 
writer regards the words which he has quoted 
as so much solid gold; and he discovers no 
reason why he shpuld beat the precious metal thin 
-and spread it over a larger numbei o? ^«^^^^ \o 
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be thenceforth called his own. He has often 
admired the sound theology, and the Christian 
temper, of Hooker, Taylor, Bradford, Beveridge, 
Wilberforce, and others, from whose works he has 
filled these pages; and few persons are to be 
found who do not admit that, on the whole, these 
writers have described the doctrines, and have en- 
forced the practice, of Christianity, with a soundness 
of judgment, a clearness and fulness of statement, 
and a glow of piety, which must long remain 
unrivalled, and can never be surpassed. And, 
while these writers are reckoned among the best 
human interpreters of Scripture and instruct- 
ors in religion, it seems highly desirable to have 
at hand a systematic selection of passages from 
their works, at once accessible to young persons, 
and peculiarly adapted to their use. 

Such is the book which is now humbly pre- 
sented to the notice of the friends and teachers of 
youth ; and which especially offers itself to those 
who may wish to give instruction in matters 
relating to the scriptural doctrines and discipline 
of the Church of England. Some of the writers 
here quoted are not, indeed, members of that 
church ; but, so far as they speak in these pages, 
they proclaim and recommend her doctrines, and 
no other. May the divine blessvcvg xe^X. \r5Qw "i^Ne, 
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readers of these pages, whether young or old, as 
it appears to have already rested upon those who 
may, for the most part, be properly called their 
authors. 

Harrow^ September 29. 1837. 



LETTERS 



FROM 



AN ABSENT GODFATHER. 



LETTER I. 

introduction. — natural condition and 
prospects of man. 

My dear William, 

Many years have now passed away since I 
witnessed your admission into the Christian 
church, and, as one of your sponsors, was a party 
to the solemn vow, promise, and profession, made 
on your behalf at the baptismal font 

Since that time, I have had frequent oppor- 
tunities of conversing with you respecting your 
condition and prospects as a member ot C\vm>^^ 
body, the church ; and I rejoice itv \ie\\ev\xv%xW^ 
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2 INTRODUCTION. 

having received ^ood religious instruction under 
the care of your parents and godmother, who have 
been always with you or near you, and having 
made good use of the divine grace which has been 
vouchsafed to you, you are neither deficient in 
religious information, nor a stranger to Christian 
temper and practice, according to the measure of 
your years. 

In consequence, however, of my usual absence, 
— an absence which, I fear, is likely to continue 
until long after you may have publicly taken your 
vow upon yourself, — I have not had the pleasure 
of communicating to you, for my own part, any 
regular and systematic instruction respecting the 
privileges and duties which devolve upon you as 
a member of the Cluristian church. But why 
may I not do this, according to a design which I 
have formed, by letter? Will not my beloved 
William give attention to some lines which he may 
receive, on the most important of all subjects, from 
his affectionate, though absent, godfather? I 
think he will. And therefore, my dear boy, 
without any further introduction, except, indeed, 
to assure you that I am most earnestly desirous of 
your welfare both in this world and in the life to 
come, I will describe to you, in few words, what 
Jt is that I intend to offer, in this aivd ^oma fol- 
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lowing letters, for your acceptance and consider- 
ation. 

You are, I doubt not, aware, that at your bap- 
tism the minister of the church delivered to 
your godfathers and godmother a charge, in the 
course of which he said, " Ye must remember 
that it is your parts and duties to see that this 
infant be taught, so soon as he shall be able to 
learn, what a solemn vow, promise, and profession, 
he hath here made by you. And that he may 
know these things the better, ye shall call upon 
him to hear sermons, and chiefly ye shall provide 
that he may learn the Creed, the Lord's Prayer, 
and the Ten Commandments, in the vulgar tongue, 
and all other things which a Christian ought to 
know and believe to his soul's health; and that 
this child may be virtuously brought up to lead a 
godly and a Christian life." Now, my dear Wil- 
liam, these words have often been brought to my 
mind ; and, indeed, by virtue of my sacred office, 
they have often been addressed from my own lips 
to sponsors at the baptismal font At the same 
time, in the course of my studies, I have met with 
many passages in various authors, especially in our 
old English divines, which have struck me as 
being peculiarly accurate and full of instruction 
oa the several points of Chrkliaiv docXx\s\a «sA 

B 2 
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practice ; and, as you may easUy imagine, I have 
again and again said to myself, " This is precisely 
what I should like to submit to my dear godchild's 
consideration on such or such a topic: I wish 
he were here ; and if he were, I certainly would 
point it out to him." I have many such passages 
in my recollection and within my reach ; indeed, 
I flatter myself that with a little pains I can send 
you a collection of them which shall contain a 
complete body of divinity (to use a technical 
term), or a compendium of religious instruction, 
adapted and adequate, at all events, to your pre- 
sent age and circumstances. And this is what I 
propose to do. Pray accept my Christian remem- 
brance, and my well meant endeavours to impart 
to you some really useful information, and to do 
you good. 

Do not suppose, however, that I intend to send 
you a formal and dry treatise, divided into parts. 
I hope, indeed, not to omit any thing that is 
essential ; but I will not trouble you with much 
appearance of a system. The Church has already 
provided you with a most excellent and compre- 
hensive system of divinity in the Catechism ; with 
which, as I well know, you have long since 
become familiarly acquainted. Let me advise 
jrou not by any means to undervalvxe thaX cotw^cy- 
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sition, or to suppose that it is suited to children 
alone. Every sentence of it is so important, so full 
of meaning, an^ at the same time so accurate and 
complete, that the greatest divine, as well as the 
young Christian scholar, may do well to keep the 
whole in his memory, and frequently to refer to it 
as a standard of his knowledge and belief. I may 
say the same indeed of the whole book of Common 
Prayer, which, as a faithful and judicious inter- 
preter of Scripture, is, I suppose, unequalled. 
But it is to the Catechism, especially if conjoined 
with the offices for baptism and confirmation, 
that I would refer you for a full and systematic 
statement of the essential articles of Christian 
faith, as well as for a comprehensive description of 
Christian duty. I do not intend to frame, at 
this time, a regular commentary on either of these 
compositions; but I shall keep them steadily in 
, view throughout these letters, and extract the 
essentials from them all, as the basis, and the 
connecting bond, of those weighty and valu- 
able sentences of great divines which I now 
commend, as I hope, to your patient and thorough 
consideration. 

All the offices of our Church, and all the say- 
ings of divines, are good only so far as they agree 
with the sense and spirit of the HoVj ^cxvgiVxxt^-, 

B 3 
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and all knowledge, derived either directly or in- 
directly from those sacred records, is beneficial to 
man only so far as it is attended with the divine 
blessing. God alone, working upon the mind by 
appropriate and appointed means, is the author of 
all spiritual illumination and strength to man. We 
are wise, good, and happy, if we depend upon liim 
" from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, 
and all just works do proceed ; ** but if we do not 
submit to this heavenly teacher, we shall gain no 
instruction, to our real edification and comfort, 
how copious and how varied soever may be our 
sources of information. Let us, therefore, under 
the abiding influence of this conviction, humbly 
desire and hope that the grace of God, visiting 
and dwelling in our hearts, may increase our 
practical acquaintance with all necessary truth, 
and with all the sources of Christian holiness^ 
peace, and consolation. 

The first point, my dear William, to which I 
would direct your attention, relates to the condi- 
tion of human nature, if considered without refer- 
ence to that gracious covenant of which baptism is 
the sign and seal. It is important for us to under- 
stand this matter aright, because an acquaint- 
ance with it may help us to set a due value 
upon our happy and privileged coivdiuoiv as true 
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members of the church of Christ, and may also 
admonish us of the folly and danger of neglecting 
to keep and perform our part of a covenant so full 
of advantages and benefit to ourselves. And I 
think that a view of our state as descendants of 
Adam forms a proper introduction to the con- 
sideration of the nature of our baptismal covenant, 
and to a description of our state, duties, and 
prospects, as the " redeemed " and " elect people 
of God." 

Your fi-iends and sponsors had no sooner pre- 
sented you at the baptismal font, than they were 
reminded by the church, that " all men are con- 
ceived and bom in sin ;" and they were instructed 
to pray that you might be delivered from God's 
wrath, and might receive remission of your sins. 
And in the Catechism we are taught to speak of 
ourselves as being by nature "born in sin, and 
the children of wrath." Here, then, you discover 
a doctrine concerning the original corruption 
of human nature, which is certainly contained in 
Scripture, and is descriptive of every one's own 
experience; but which has been variously ex- 
pounded, and is very differently apprehended by 
different persons. You have already, my dear 
William, heard of this doctrine; and you will, 
doubtless, hear more concerning \t\\exe^Xet* ^ 

B 4 
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am anxious that you should fully understand 
the truth of this matter, and know how the* 
question is regarded by our Church ; that is to 
say, how it lies in the word of Revelation and in 
the human heart This is a doctrine which may 
be either over-stated or under-stated, and there- 
fore misconceived and abused, to a great and 
dangerous extent. But be not afraid, be rather 
anxiously solicitous, to know what you really are, 
what is your condition, and what are your pro- 
spects, apart from the privileges, promises, and 
supports conveyed to you in the Gospel. 

Bishop Bradford, in a luminous discourse on 
Titus iii. 4 — 7., describes the original state of 
mankind in the following terms: — " St. Paul," says 
he, " in his epistles to the churches which he had 
planted among the heathen, frequently mentions 
the very corrupt state in which they, with the rest 
of the heathen world, lay before their embracing 
the Christian faith." (Here the Bishop refers to 
Eph. ii. 1—3. 12. iv. 17—19. 22, &c.) « And 
lest the Jews, when they compared themselves 
with the heathen, should imagine that the corrup- 
tion of their nature was not like that of the rest 
of mankind, the same apostle, in his epistle to 
the Romans, charges them also in this manner." 
(Referring to Rom. iii. 9—12. 19, 2.2, 23.\ " Not 
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that the apostle means, that either among the 
Gentiles or the Jews all were equally corrupt and 
degenerate. No; (with allusion to Rom. ii. 14, 
15. 29.) .... The plain meaning therefore of the 
iqpostle is, that, generally speaking, both Jews and 
Gentiles were corrupted in the manner he had 
there declared, as experience showed to all im- 
partial observers; to which therefore he appeals. 
And, indeed, wheresoever, either among Jews or 
Grentiles, there were to be found sincere, upright 
persons, whose minds were in any good degree 
formed after the divine image, and whose lives 
were freed from that general corruption which 
had overspread the earth, these were but so 
many instances of such as were renewed by the 
Holy Ghost, which, even before the times of the 
Gospel, shed his influences upon all pious, and 
just, and holy men, whether they were to be found 
among the Jews or heathens ; whereas, generally 
speaking, the Jews themselves, and especially the 
heathens, were corrupted and depraved more or 
less according to the apostle's description in the 
places before mentioned. 

" It will be fit for us, therefore, to take a far- 
ther view of this case, according to our own ob- 
servation, and even our inward sense and feeling ; 
which If we dof we shall find t\ie eaa^ X» ^\»xA 



10 NATURAL CONDITION AND 

thus. There is naturally in all men an inordinate 
self-love, which is the root of much eviL For it 
necessarily produces self-will, and consequently a 
backwardness to be ruled by the law of. God, or 
the reason of things ; as also vanity, pride, hatred, 
envy, and the rest of those spiritual vices with 
which the souls of men are so much depraved. 
Next to this there is observable in men an inor- 
dinate regard to the meaner part of themselves, 
their bodies, which leads them to sensuality, the 
undue gratification of the desires of the flesh; 
making them to forget or neglect that more noble 
principle which is within them, their immortal 
souls* This inclines them eagerly to pursue the 
enjoyments of this life, to seek after the pleasures, 
profits, and honours of it, whilst they despise and 
forfeit the enjoyments of the life to come. This, I 
think, from observation, and from inward sense, we 
may conclude to be the natural state of mankind. 
Where, when I say natural^ I do not mean that it 
is the state for which God designed men in his 
forming them at the first ; but that it is the state 
in which they are now by nature found. Nor, 
again, do I intend to assert that there are none who 
from their infancy grow up into a better state and 
temper. It is apparent that there are many such; 
the grace of the Divine SpVnt aXXjeiv^vcv^ i\veit 
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first dedication to him in baptism, and continually 
exciting and assisting their own endeavours, and 
blessing the instructions and admonitions of those 
who have the forming of their tender minds, thus 
gradually rectifying the disorder of their nature. 
But this hinders not. that the present state of 
natmre is what I have been describing, and would 
continue so, did not the Divine Spirit interpose 
for the altering and amending it. 

" It is true, there is implanted in the very nature 
of man a more excellent principle than that 
which generally prevails — I mean a principle of 
reason; whereby he is enabled to consider and 
reflect, and directed to act accordingly ; whereby 
he is able to know God in some measure, and to 
acknowledge him as the Author of his being, to 
whom he owes a profound reverence, and a sincere 
love, together with perfect submission, and an 
universal obedience ; whereby he can further dis- 
cern the difference between moral good and evil, 
and is obliged to approve himself when he does 
well, and to condemn himself when he does ill ; 
whereby he can look forward into a future state 
of things, perceiving in himself something that is 
spiritual and immortal, and consequently seeing 
the reasonableness of cultivating the better part of 
himself, and providing for that state ^\v\djv \^ V^ 
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succeed this. This principle is in man by nature ; 
but then it wants to be awakened, excited, and 
strengthened by the Divine Spirit, so that it may 
prevail over all the lower inclinations and affec- 
tions. There are many instances of persons who 
have arrived at sublime thoughts and concep- 
tions of spiritual and divine things ; nay, to 
some good desires, purposes, and resolutions : but 
yet, their minds not having been thoroughly re- 
newed, they have still been led captive by their 
carnal affections ; and whilst they have retained 
the knowledge, they have been alienated from the 
life, of God, according to the expression of St. 
Paul, Rom. vii. 23, 24., and stood in need of the 
law of the spirit of life in Christ Jesus to make them 
free from the law of sin and death, Rom. viii. 2." 
Thus far Bishop Bradford. Let me add a re- 
mark upon this subject from Mr. Wilberforce*s 
" Practical View of Christianity," — a work which 
I would recommend you to read at no very dis- 
tant period of your life. " To put the question 
concerning the natural depravity of man to the 
severest test, take the best of the human species, 
the watchful, the self-denying Christian, and let 
him decide the controversy : not by inferences 
drawn from the practices of a thoughtless and dis- 
solute world, but by an appeal to Yvis ^x^wal 



PROSPECTS OF MAN. 13 

experience. Go with him into his closet, ask 
him his opinion of the corruption of the heart ; and 
he will tell you that he is deeply sensible of its 
power, for that he has learned it from much self- 
observation, and long acquaintance with the work- 
ings of his own mind. He will tell you, that 
every day strengthens this conviction ; yea, that 
hourly he sees fresh reason to deplore his want of 
simplicity in intention, his infirmity of purpose, 
his low views, his selfish, unworthy desires, his 
backwardness to set about his duty, his languor 
and coldness in performing it ; that he finds him- 
self obliged continually to confess that he feels 
within him two opposite principles, and that he 

* cannot do the things that he would/ He cries 
out, in the language of the excellent Hooker, 

* The little fruit which we have in holiness, it is, 
God knoweth, corrupt and unsound : we put no 
confidence at all in it, we challenge nothing in 
the world for it, we dare not call God to reckon- 
ing, as if we had him in our debt-books : our con- 
tinual suit to him is, and must be, to bear with 
our infirmities, and pardon our offences.' 

" It appears, then,*' says the same writer, " that the 
corruption of hiunan nature is proved by the same 
mode of reasoning as that which has been deemed 
condujsive in estabh'shing the exisXieive^ o^ ^^ 
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principle of gravitation, and in ascertaining its 
laws ; that the doctrine rests on that solid basis on 
which Newton has raised the superstructure of his 
sublime philosophy ; that it is not a mere specu- 
lation, an uncertain, though perhaps an ingenious, 
theory, but the sure result of large and actual ex- 
periment, deduced from incontestable facts, and 
still more fully approving its truth by harmonising 
with the several parts, aiid accounting for the 
various phenomena, jarring otherwise, and inex- 
plicable, of the great system of the universe. Here, 
however. Revelation interposes, and sustauis the 
fallible conjectures of our unassisted reason. The 
Holy Scriptures speak of us as fallen creatures : 
in almost every page we shall find sometliing that 
is calculated to abate the loftiness and silence the 
pretensions of man." 

It is to the Holy Scriptures, my dear William, 
that 1 wish you continually to refer, in examining 
the truth of this doctrine or any other, whether 
stated in these pages or elsewhere. I shall fre- 
quently call your attention to different texts, 
mentioning only the chapter and verse, and 
hoping that you will turn to your Bible, and read 
the words, which, for brevity's sake, I do not insert. 
Look at the following passages as explanatoiy of 
the statements which you have justbeeivTe^diw^: — 
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Gen. V. 3.; Job, xiv. 4.; xv. 14. ; John, iii. 6. 
Rom. V. 12. 14. 18, 19.; 1 Cof. xv. 21, 22. 
Gen. vi. 12. ; Ps. li. 5. ; Rom. iii. 23. ; vii. 18. 
viii. 7. ; Gal. iii. 22. ; Titus, i. 15. ; Rom. iv. 15. 
Eph. ii. 3. ; 1 John, i. 8. ; Prov. xvi. 2. 

Observe carefiiUy, my dear godchild, that this 
doctrine concerning the original corruption of 
human nature, if rightly understood, does not 
tend to excuse sin, or to discourage men in the 
pursuit after holiness and perfection; for it re- 
lates to human nature considered simply in itself^ 
and without that grace and heavenly assistance 
which God has promised to give to you and to me, 
the neglect or abuse of which would leave us 
inexcusable, while, in the right use of it, we shall 
find ourselves illumined by a light, and sustained 
by a strength, all-sufficient for our spiritual well- 
being. But more of this hereafter. The con- 
sideration of this subject should, however, lead to 
humility and watchfulness ; — humility, arising 
from the conviction that in and of ourselves we 
do not love God, and are " very far gone from 
original righteousness," — and watchfulness, under 
the remembrance that our own evil propensities 
continually oppose an obstacle to that blessed and 
salutary influence of the Holy Spirit, which, as we 
shaJJ hereafter see, does also, if it \ie uoX oxxt ^n^w 
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fault, operate within us. And we know that 
" they that are in the flesh cannot please God ; " 
that " if any man have not the Spirit of Christ he is 
none of his ;" and that " he that hath not the Son 
of God hath not life,,but the wrath of God abideth 
on him." 

" This, therefore^ is not a metaphysical specu- 
lation, but a practical matter. Slight and superfi- 
cial conceptions of our state of natural degradation, 
and of our insufficiency to recover from it by our 
own unassisted powers, fell in too well with our 
natural inconsiderateness, and produce that fatal 
insensibility to the divine threatenings which we 
cannot but observe to prevail so generally. Having 
no due sense of the malignity of our disease, and 
of its dreadful issue, we do not set ourselves to 
work in earnest to obtain the remedy, and it can 
only be thus obtained ; for let it be remembered 
that deliverance is not forced on us but offered to 
us : we are furnished, indeed, with every help, and 
are always to bear in mind that we are unable of 
ourselves to will or to do rightly, but we are 
plainly admonished to * work out our salvation 
with fear and trembling;' to * be watchful,' 
because we are encompassed with dangers ; to ' put 
on the whole armour of God,' because we are beset 
with enemies.'* Wilberforce. 
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I have thus conveyed to you, my dear William, 
a true and just statement, as I believe, of the 
meaning of that declaration which you have so 
often repeated, that we are " by nature born in sin, 
and the children of wrath." May a sense of your 
own weakness lead you to humility, watchfulness^ 
and continual dependence upon the assistance of 
divine grace ! May you live in the spirit of that 
beautiful petition of our Church, " Keep, we 
beseech thee, O Lord, tliy church with thy per- 
petual mercy: and because the frailty of man with- 
out thee cannot but fall, keep us ever by thy help 
from all things hurtful, and lead us to all things 
profitable to our salvation; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord/' 

With this hope and prayer on your behalf, I 
am, 

My dear William, 

Ever your affectionate 

Godfather. 
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LETTER II. 

A christian's state of grace and salvation. 

NATURE OF THE BAPTISMAL COVENANT. 

privileges AND DUTIES OF BAPTIZED PERSONS, 
OR MEMBERS OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH. 

My DEAR William, 

In my last letter I placed before you a description 
of our natural condition as descendants of fallen 
parents ; I now proceed to describe our circum- 
stances, prospects, and duties as children of grace, 
or those who have been called into a state of 
salvation. 

" God," says Bishop Bradford, " by bringing 
men into the Christian church, brings them into 
the way of salvation : he puts them into a state in 
which they will, if it be not their own fault, 
certainly be saved from their sins, and from the 
evil consequences of them." This passage I wish 
you to take as a comment upon those words of the 
Catechism — "I heartily thank our heavenly 
Father, that he hath called me to this state of 
salvation, through Jesus Christ our Saviour." 
Now, you were brouglit into Xbia «\a.\^ ^va^ 
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privileged condition, at your baptism. God then 
graciously vouchsafed to take you into covenant 
with himself; into a covenant founded upon that 
great work of redeeming love, — the sufferings 
and death of our Saviour Christ. And I consider 
it to be of great importance that you should 
understand rightly the nature of the sacred 
ordinance of baptism, and of the covenant into 
which it introduced you. This, therefore, will 
form the subject of my present communication. 

You may remember that our Church describes 
a sacrament, in general, as being " an outward and 
visible sign of an inward and spiritual grace given 
unto us, ordained by Christ himself, as a means 
whereby we receive the same, and a pledge to 
assure us thereof." And we are afterwards told 
that the inward and spiritual grace of baptism is 
" a death unto sin and a new birth unto righteous^ 
ness." So that, upon this authority, we may say 
that baptism is the sign of a death unto sin and a 
new birth unto righteousness ; a means whereby, if 
duly used, — that is, if we fulfil the engagements 
made on our behalf, — such death and life will be 
eflPected; and a pledge, on the part of God, to 
assure us that he will not fail to fulfil his part in 
the great and necessary work of our moral renova- 
tion aad our complete salvation. Ixi otv^ N^ot^ 
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baptism is a sign, — a means of receiving, — and a 
pledge — of spiritual life and blessedness, of "ill 
things pertaining to life* and godliness." Thus 
much we deduce from the words of the Catechism. 
And the following brief descriptions of the nature 
of this sacrament, selected from the writings of 
some of our greatest divines, are in perfect harmony 
with this statement. According to Dr. Isaac 
Barrow, " baptism is a notable sign to signify, and 
an authentic seal to ratify, the collation then made of 
certain great benefits to us, and our undertaking 
correspondent duties towards God." Bishop 
Bradford, in the sermon before quoted, describes it 
as " the external sign and seal of the new covenant 
between God and man, instituted by our Lord 
himself, whereby we are admitted into the church 
of Christ, and entitled to the assistance of the 
Holy Ghost" And Hooker says, in his Ecclesias- 
tical Polity, " Baptism implieth a covenant or 
league between God and man, wherein God doth 
bestow presently remission of sins and the Holy 
Ghost, binding also himself in process of time to 
add what grace soever shall be farther necessary 
for the attainment of everlasting life; so every 
baptized soul, receiving the same grace at the 
hands of God, tieth likewise itself for ever to the 
observation of his Jaws, no leaa t\\aa i3cvfe i«^^ \>'^ 
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circumcision bound themselves to the law an4 
Moses." 

You, my dear William, were an unconscious 
in&nt when you received this sign, means, and 
pledge of spiritual life and the favour of Almighty 
God ; and the requisite promises were made on 
your behalf by others. A covenant, however, 
was really made, according to the circumstances 
of the case; and the covenant, fully and accu- 
rately stated, is this : God graciously took you, 
at that moment, into his favour, and pledged him- 
self to give you all needful spiritual blessings as 
soon as you should be capable of receiving them, 
and until you should forfeit them by the breach 
of your own engagement ; and you, on your part, 
became bound, as a recipient of divine grace, and in 
the strength given to you, honestly and earnestly 
to renounce sin, the world, and the devil, to be- 
lieve in God, and to serve him, as soon and as 
long as you should be capable of understanding 
this obligation, and of making any effort to fulfil 
it. God remains unchangeable and faithful; 
and let it be observed, that whenever any man is, 
in heart and practice, such as his profession 
implies, — that is to say, whenever any man really 
and humbly renounces sin, the world, and the 
devi], believes in God, and serves Yvvnv^ — \\fe\^^ 
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tiiat moment a partaker of all the privileges made 
over to him in his baptism; he is entitled, through 
i^edeeming mercy, to the favour of God, the pre- 
sence and assistance of the Holy Ghost, and ever- 
lasting life. And hence you may discover why it 
is that, according to the Gospel of our Saviour, 
and in full agreement with the nature of the 
Christian covenant, we preach repentance, faith, 
and obedience, or such a faith as implies repent- 
ance and is made manifest by godly living, as 
being the appointed and only suflScient means of 
man's continuing in, or of his recovering, a state of 
grace and salvation, through Jesus Christ our Lord* 
I have now given you some general descriptions 
of baptism, with such additional remarks as I 
thought needful. I proceed to extract a more 
detailed account of the nature of the sacrament 
from Bishop Bradford's sermon on Titus, iii. 4 — 7. 
The writer had proposed to consider how baptism 
becomes a means whereby we are saved, agreeably 
to St. Paul's expression, " according to his mercy 
he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and 
renewing of the Holy Ghost*' " Now the ac- 
count of this," says he, " may be given in the 
following particulars : — 

** 1. As it is appointed by our Saviour for a 
Solemn rite of admission into \\ia cV«xtcI\, — The 



chui^ch is that body of men^ which is taken out 
of the rest of the world, as the peculiar care of the 
Redeemer, to whom he affords the special means of 
salvation, conducting them by the methods of his 
providence and his grace towards eternal life. It 
is therefore by St Peter compared to the ark in 
the days of Noah, in which those who entered 
into it were saved from the deluge which was sent 
upon the world : They were saved^ as the apostle 
expresses it, by water ^ — or in the ark which was 
<;arried on the water ; upon which he immediately 
adds, * The like figure whereunto even baptism 
doth also now save us,' 1 Pet. iii. 20, 21. For 
our Lord hath appointed that all those who will 
enter into the ark of his church shall be admitted 
by the solemn rite or ceremony of baptism, ac- 
cording to that express precept to his apostles, 
Matt xxviii. 19. 

" 2. We are saved by the washing of regenera* 
tion, as it is a sign of the cleansing of our souls from 
the pollution of sin, and the renewing them after 
the image of God by the Divine Spirit — Nor was 
it witliout reason that our Lord appointed this 
sign, which naturally and easily represents the 
thing signified. For as by pure water our bodies 
are cleansed firom pollution, so by the mercy of 
God in Jesus Christ our so\jla ar^ ftx^X. Y'^^^ 
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fhrni the giiilt of sin, and by the Dirine SpiHt 
tb^y are sanctified and purified fix)m its deBI^^^ 
ment 

^^ 3. It is not only an external sign, but, more* 
over, a seal of the covenant then made between God 
and man in Jesus Christ — Thus circumcision 
was appointed for a seal of God's covenant with 
Abraham and his seed, according to the account 
of St Paul, * He received the sign of circumcision, 
a seal of the righteousness of his faith,' Rom. iv« 
11«, that is, a seal which God set to his covenant 
with him, that he would accept his sincere faith, 
and would impute it to him for righteousness: and 
Abraham, by making this sign on himself and on 
his children, sealed the covenant on his part also, 
professing and testifying thereby his faith and 
hope in God, and his ready obedience to his 
commandments. In like manner, whosoever is 
baptized with water in the name of the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Ghost, according to our 
Saviour's institution, hath thereby the Gospel 
covenant signed and sealed between God and 
him : being certified, on God's part, that all the 
promises of the Gospel shall be made good to him 
upon the conditions then proposed ; and entering 
into an engagement, on his own part, to perform 
lAe conditions of the Gospel accordingly* 
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, ;?r |li Ye^ ^^nce more, we may be said to be saved 
by di)6 washing of regeneration, as baptism, in the 
right use of it, is a means also of obtaining those* 
blessings which it represents. 

** God cannot be thought to have appointed any 
institutions in vain, or to be wanting to his 
church in the regular use of them ; and, therefore, 
when our Lord gave his apostles commission in 
this manner to disciple all nations, he immediately 
adds, * And lo, I am with you always, even unto 
the end of the world,' Matt xxviii. 20. The 
Qospel is indeed throughout the Scriptures re- 
presented as the ministration of the Spirit, the 
Divine Spirit being the peculiar promise of the 
Grospel, for the quickening and sanctifying the 
souls of men, and for the directing and guiding 
their lives; and all the institutions of Christianity 
are represented as so many means, in the use of 
which the Divine Spirit will be certainly com- 
municated, if we use them aright, which is the 
true reason why baptism and the gift of the Spirit 
are so frequently joined together, as if they were 
inseparable, as here in my text." — 

*' Those who are regularly baptized are incor- 
porated into the visible church of Christ, and 
thereby entitled to the pardon of their past sins, 
and received into the number of tVve ^K^dx^w A 
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God through Jesus Christ; and as they ar^ de- 
dicated to the Holy Ghost, togetiier witli th0 
Father and the Son. so they have a right to 
expect and depend upon his assistance, so long as 
they do not wilfully violate their baptismal cove- 
nant; they are bom again, or regenerated into 4 
new state, entered upon new relations, obliged to 
live new lives ; they are admitted into that body 
of which Jesus Chris,t is the head, and in which 
the Holy Spirit dwelleth, in order to quicken and 
sanctify, to direct and influence, all its members^ 
which do not resist and refuse his conduct. This 
is baptismal regeneration, and which will be at- 
tended also with the renewing of the Holy Ghost^ 
where there is no obstruction to his sacred in- 
fluence." 

In the passages which I have quoted, and in 
the words of the Catechism and the office for 
baptism, the following particulars are stated or 
implied, which I trust you will distincdy recognise 
and seriously consider : — 

1. The foundation of the covenant between God 
and fallen man is the atonement made by our 
ever-blessed Redeemer, Jesus Christ, " who, for 
the forgiveness of our sins, did shed out of his 
most precious side both water and blood," and 
through whom the baptized person is ^' made ai^ 
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heir of everlasting salvation.'' And therefore 
every one who is received by our church " intb the 
congregation of Christ's flock," is signed " with 
the sign of the cross, in token that hereafter he 
shall not be ashamed to confess the faith of Christ 
crucified." 

2. The benefits which God, for Christ's sake^ 
graciously promises and covenants to bestow, are 
these three; — pardon of sin and the acceptance 
of our persons as perfectly righteous, — the gift 
of the Holy Ghost, or the application of divine 
influence to our souls, as a principle of spiritual 
life, illumination, consolation, and support, — and a 
title to everlasting life and happiness after death. 

We pray, on behalf of the person to be bap- 
tized, " that our Lord Jesus Christ would vouch- 
safe to receive him, to release him of his sins, to 
sanctify him with the Holy Ghost, to give him the 
kingdom of heaven and everlasting life ; " and 
the church has taught you to say that in your 
baptism you were " made a member of Christ, the 
child of God, and an inheritor of the kingdom of 
heaven." And these you may perceive are the bless- 
ings which I have described as those which Godj 
for his part, promises to bestow for Christ's sake; 
namely, pardon of sin and the privilege of being 
regarded and treated as perfectly n^Veows^ ^x ^& 
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one with Christ; the influence of the Holy Ghost, 
the Spirit of adoption, dwelling and abiding in 
you ; and a title to everlastiug happiness in the 
world to come. How great are these blessings ! 
How infinitely valuable to fallen, weak, and guilty 
man ! How rich are the treasures of that grace 
from which they flow ! 

3. The duties which the baptized person pro- 
mises (by his sureties) to perform, and which he 
is bound to fulfil, as soon as, by God's help, he 
may be able, are these three : — To renounce the 
devil and all his works, the pomps and vanity of 
this wicked world, and all the sinful lusts of the 
flesh ; to believe all the articles of the Christian 
faith; to keep God's holy will and command- 
ments, and to walk in the same all the days of 
his life. If the person honestly chooses and en- 
deavours to fulfil this engagement, God, who has 
called him to these duties, and has put these good 
desires into his heart, doe3 certainly aid his en- 
deavours, and crown them with success. So that 
although no man of himself and by his own 
power, is able to do these things, yet the member 
of Christ's church, not being left to himselfi and 
having heavenly assistance within his reach, — 
that is to say, the whole of his actual state and cir- 
eumstancea being taken into accoutvt, — does pos-* 
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^ss thereqiiisite ability. Well, therefore, have you 
been tliught to say, ^ I heartily thank our heavenly 
Fadier that he hath called me to this state of sal*^ 
vation, through Jesus Christ our Saviour. And 
I pray unto God to give me his grace that I may 
continue in the same unto mv life's end." 

4. If these duties are not performed, — that is 
to say, if a Christian does not, in honest intention 
and with sincere endeavour, renounce and depart 
from evil, believe in God, and serve him, — then 
the benefits of baptism are lost The outward 
sign does not profit those who neglect, refuse, and 
forfeit the inward grace. The washing of regene- 
ration is of no avail, and indeed is likely to 
become a source of increased condemnation, to 
those who are not also partakers of the renje^joing of 
the Holy Ghost^ and who do not mortify sin, 
believe, and obey, by virtue of the grace given 
unto them. Our church, in the 25th Article of 
religion, has well said, concerning the sacraments^ 
that " in such only as worthily receive the same 
they have a wholesome effect or operation." 

The following are the passages of Scripture to 
which I would refer you, as explaining the 
nature and necessity of baptism: — John iii. 5.; 
Matt xxviii. 16. 18, 19, 20.; Mark xvL 15, 16.; 
J Pet iii. 21.; Col ii. II, 1^; l£^\i-N.^"o,^<^^ 
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27. ; Titus iii. 5. ; Rom. vi. 3, 4, 6. ; Eph. iv. 4, 
5, 6. ; Gal. iii. 26, 27, 28. ; 1 Cor. xii. 13. ; Acts 
ii. 37, 38. 41.; viii. 37, 38.; xxii. 13—16.; 
xix. 1—5.; X. 44—48.; xvi. 14, 15. 25—34.; 
xviii. 8. See also Mark x. 13 — 16. 

I have thus given you, my dear William, a 
general and complete idea of the baptismal cove- 
nant, and of your state, privileges, and duties as a 
party to that covenant. I will hereafter proceed 
to consider in detail the several great doctrines 
and duties to which our attention has thus been 
turned ; and which I trust, by God's blessing, will 
have their due influence on your heart, and their 
right place in your experience and practice. Ex-? 
pect, therefore, to receive, in future letters, some 
instructions respecting the atonement for sin by 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, the nature 
and necessity of divine influence upon the heart, 
the duties of the Christian life, and the means 
which are given to us whereby we may walk 
worthy of our calling. 

And believe me to remain. 

Your truly afiectionate 

Godfather. 
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LETTER III. 

DOCTRINE OF THE ATONEMENT. MEANS BY WHICH 

WE RECEIVE THE BENEFITS OF CHRIST's DEATH. 

My dear William, 
The great doctrine of the Christian atonement and 
the consequent pardon and acceptance of all those 
who believe in the Saviour with the heart unto 
righteousness, — a doctrine which is written as with 
a sunbeam in the Scriptures of truth, and which 
lies at the foundation of the economy of grace,— 
may well claim your early, as well as your serious 
and devout, attention. 

I choose Bishop Beveridge, in humble subor- 
dination to the Bible and its divine Author, as 
your instructor on this momentous subject: — 

" Man can suffer, but he cannot satisfy ; God 
can satisfy, but he cannot suffer ; Christ, being 
both God and man, can both suffer and satisfy 
too ; and so is perfectly fit both to suffer for man^ 
and to make satisfaction unto God, to reconcile 
God to man, and man to God. And thus, Christ 
having assumed my nature into Tais "pet^oxv^ «sA 
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80 satisfied divine justice for my sins, I am re^ 
ceived into grace and favour again with the Most 
High God;: — 

" By faith I follow my Saviour from his incar- 
nation to his death and passion, believing all that 
he did or suffered for me to be for my sake : for 
Christ did not only take my nature upon him, biit 
he suffered and obeyed ; he underwent miseries, 
and undertook duties for me; so that not only 
his passive, but likewise his active obedience unto 
God, in that nature, was still for me. Not as if 
I believed his duty as man was not God's debt, 
by the law of creation : yes, I believe that he 
owed that obedience unto God, that if he had 
committed but one sin, and that of the lightest 
tincture, in all his lifetime, he would have been 
so far from being able to satisfy for my sins, that 
he could not have satisfied for his own : for * such 
an High Priest became us, who is holy, harmless, 
separate from sinners, and made higher than the 
heavens; who needed not daily, as those high 
priests, to offer up sacrifice, first for his own sins, 
and then for the people's.' So that if he had 
not had these qualifications in their absolute 
perfection, he could not have been our High 
Priest, nor, by consequence, have made atone- 
ment for, nor expiated, any sins wViaX&oevet. ^\>x 



now, though both as man, and as God-man^ 
or mediator too, it behoved him to be thus 
fiuthful and spotless ; yet, as being God, co-equal 
and co-essential with the Father, it was not out 
of duty, but merely upon our account, that he thus 
subjected his neck to the yoke of his own law ; 
himself, as God, being the legislator or lawgiver, ' 
and so no more under it than the Father himself. 

'' And hereupon it is, that I verily believe, 
that whatsoever Christ either did or suffered in 
the flesh was meritorious; not that his life was 
righteous towards God only that his death might 
be meritorious for us, (which I believe otherwise 
it could not have been), but that his life was 
equally meritorious as righteous. So that I 
believe my person is really accepted as perfectly 
ri^teous by the righteousness of his life imputed 
to me, as my sins were laid upon him : as those 
are set upon his, so is that set upon my, score ; 
and so everything he did in his life, as well as 
everything he suffered in his death, is mine : by 
the latter, God looks upon me as perfectly 
ianocent, and therefore not to be thrown down to 
hell ; by the former, he looks upon me as per- 
fectly righteous, and therefore to be brought up 
to heaven, 

/* Ani as to his death, I believe it >wa^ xvo\. Q?c5cj 
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as much, but infinitely more, satisfiau^tory to divine 
justice, than though I should have died to eter- 
nity. For, by that means, justice is actually aad 
perfectly satisfied already, which it could never 
have been for my suffering for my sins myselH 
Neither did the death of my Saviour reach only 
to the condemning, but likewise to the conv- 
manding, power of sin ; it did not only pluck out 
its sting, but likewise deprive it of its strength ; so 
that he did not only merit by his death that I 
should never die for sin, but likewise that I should 
die to it. Neither did he only merit by his life, 
that I should be accounted righteous in him before 
God ; but likewise that I should be made righteous 
in myself by Grod. Yec^ I believe that Christ by 
his death hath so fully discharged the debt I owe 
to God, that now, for the remission of my. sins, 
and the accepting of my person, (if I perform the 
condition he requjireth in his covenant), I may 
not only appeal to the throne of grace, but 
likewise to the judgment-seat of God ; I may not 
only cry Mercy, mercy, O gracious Father, but 
Justice, justice, my righteous God: I may not 
only say, Lord, be gracious and merciful, but, be 
just and faithful, to acquit me fi:om that debt, and 
cancel that bond, which my surety hath paid for 
me^ and which thou hast promised to ^.ee^^t of; 



being not only gracious and mercifal, but just 
and ikithflil, to forgive me my sins, and to cleanse 
Ine from all unrighteousness. 1 John, i. 9. 

" There was only one person in the whole 
world that could do this great work for me, of 
justifying my person before God, and so glori- 
fying my soul with him ; and that was the Son of 
Grod, the second person in the glorious Trinity, 
begotten of the substance of the Father from all 
eternity; whom I apprehend and believe to have 
brought about the great work of my justification 
before God, after this or the like manner. 

*♦ He being, in and of himself, perfectly co- 
equal, co-essential, and co-eternal with the Father, 
was in no sort bound to do more than the Father 
himself did; and so, whatsoever he should do, 
which the Father did not, might, be justly 
accounted as a work of supererogation; which 
might be set upon the account of some other 
persons, even of such whom he pleased to do it 
for. And hereupon, out of mercy and compassion 
to fallen man, he covenants with his Father, that 
if it pleased his majesty to accept it, he would take 
upon him the su£Pering of those punishments 
which were due from him to man, and the per- 
formance of those duties which were due from 
josn to him; so that whatsoever \\e ^o\i\.^ X^kn^w 
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humble himself to do or suffer, should wholly be 
upon the account of man, himself not being any 
ways bound to do or suflFer more in time than he 
had from eternity. 

" This motion the Father, out of the riches of 
his grace and mercy, was pleased to consent unto ; 
and hereupon the Son, assuming our nature into 
his deity, becomes subject and obedient both to 
the moral and ceremonial laws of his Father, and 
at last to death itself, even the death of the crosSk 
In the one he paid an active, and in the other 
a passive, obedience; and so did not only fulfil 
the will of his Father in obeying what he had 
commanded, but satisfied his justice in suffering 
the punishment due to us for the transgressing of 
it His active obedience, as it was infinitely 
pure and perfect, did, without doubt, infinitely 
transcend all the obedience of the sons of men ; 
even of Adam too, in his primitive state. For 
the obedience of Adam, make the best of it, was 
but the obedience of a finite creature ; whereas 
the obedience of Christ was the obedience of one 
that was infinite God, as well as man. By which 
means the laws of God had higher obedience per- 
formed to them, than themselves, in their prir 
mitive institution, required ; for being made only 
to £nite creatures, they could corcuxvaud no more 
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than the obedi^ce of finite creatures ; whereat 
thi^ obedience of Christ was the obedience of one 
who was the infinite creator, as well as a finite 
creature. 

" Now, this obedience being more than Christ 
was bound to, and only performed upon the ac- 
count of those whose nature he had assumed, as 
we, by faith, lay hold upon it, so God, througli 
grace, imputes it to us, as if it had been performed 
by us in our own persons. And hence it is, that 
as, in one place, Christ is said to be ^ made sin 
for us,' so, in another place, he is said to be 
made * our righteousness/ And as he is said to 
be * made sin for us^ so we are said to be ' made 
righteousness in him! But what righteousness? 
Our own? No, the righteousness of God, radi- 
cally his, but imputatively ours; and this is the 
only way whereby we are said to be made the 
righteousness of God, even by the righteousness 
of Christ being made ours, by which we are 
accounted and reputed as righteous before God, 

** These things considered, I very much wbnder 
how any man can presume to exclude the active 
obedience of Christ from our justification before 
God, as if what Christ did in the fiesh was only 
df duty, and not at all of merit; or as if it was 
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for himself, and not for us. Especially, when I 
consider that sufi^ng the p^ialty is not what 
the law primarily requireth ; for the law of God 
requires perfect obedience, the penalty being only 
threatened to (not properly required of) the 
breakers of it. For, let a man suffer the penalty of 
the law in never so high a manner, he is not there>- 
fore accounted obedient to it ; his punishment 
doth not speak his innocence, but rather his 
transgression of the law. 

^^ Hence it is that I cannot lock' upon Christ 
as having made full satisfaction to God's justice 
for me, unless he had performed the obedi^ice I 
owe to God's laws, as well as borne the puni^- 
ment that is due to my sins : for though he 
should have borne my sins, I cannot see bow that 
could denominate me righteous or obedient to 
the law, so as to entitle me to eternal life, accord- 
ing to the tenor of the old law, <Do this and 
live.' Which old covenant is not disannulled or 
abrogated by the covenant of grace, but rather 
established, especially as to the obedience it requires 
firom us in order to the life it promiseth; other- 
wise the law of God would be mutable, and so 
come short of the laws of the v^y Medes and 
Persians, which alter not Obedience, th^'efbrey 
js as strictly required under t\ie ^ew «ca it "Sfi^ 
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uoder the Old Testament; but with this differ- 
ence — there, obedienoe in our own persons was 
required as absolutely nece3sary; here, obedience 
in our surety is acc^ted as completdy sufficient. 
" Not as if I believed that Christ so performed 
obedience for me that I should be discharged 
from my duty to him ; but only that I should not 
be condemned by God, in not discharging my 
duty to him in so strict a manner as is required. 
I believe that the active obedience of Christ will 
stand me in no stead, unless I endeavour after 
sincere obedience in my t)wn person ; his active^ 
as well as his passive, obedience being imputed 
unto none but only to such as apply it imto them** 
selves by faith ; which faith in Christ will cer- 
tainly put such as are possessed of it upon 
obedience unto God. This therefore is the 
righteousness, and the manner of that justifica- 
tion, whereby I hope to stand before the judgment- 
seat of God : even by God's imputing my sins 
to Christ, and Christ^s righteousness to me; look- 
ing upon me as one not to be punished for my 
sins, because Christ has suffered, but to be re- 
ceived into the joys of glory, because Christ hath 
performed obedience for me, and does by faith, 
through grace, impute it to me." {Private 
Thous^hts, Art 6. 6. a) 

D 4 



t. . J>o pot) my dear William, misunderstand th^ 
^t^cine concerning the imputation of our San * 
yiour'a fighteousnesS) nor suffer it to involve you 
in any^perplexing and fruitless speculations. We 
must not suppose that God views the actions 
and characters of men otherwise than as they 
feally are; or that it will ever be pretended, in 
-any way, that we have done what we really may 

■ not have done. Neither are we to believe that 
our blessed Lord has wrought righteousness for 
us in any such manner that real, inherent, and 
personal holiness on our own part is not necessary 
and required. Take the following words of a 
modern writer, as an explanation of the foregoing 
passage: — 

" A very slight degree of reflection on the 
divine nature and infinite dignity of the Son of 
God, as well as on the perfections of his human 
character, may serve to convince us that, as, on 
the one hand, he was, on account of his spotless 
innocence, entirely suited to be a sacrifice for sin, 
so, on the other hand, his fulfilment of the whole 
moral law, and more especially his obedience 
unto death, were infinitely meritorious in the 
sight of God the Father. When, therefore, we 
read, that the righteousness of Jesus Christ is 

imputed, to the believer, we may leaaon^hl'j \mdar- 
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9t«Uid such a doctrine to import, that we are iaot 
only saved flirough the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, 
but rewarded through his merits. Our sinfulness 
may properly be said to have been imjmted to 
.Christ) because, when he underwent the penalty 
w^ch that sinfulness demanded, he was dealt with 
as if he had been himself the sinner ; and it is, I 
apprehend, on a perfectly analogous principle that 
his righteousness is said to be imputed to us; 
because, through the boundless mercy of God, we 
are permitted to reap the fruit We are regarded 
as if, like him, we were absolutely guiltless, and 
are, therefore, delivered from everlasting punish- 
ment. We are graciously accepted, as if, like him, 
we had meritoriously fulfilled the whole law of 
God; and are, therefore, rewarded with never- 
ending felicity. Thus it is, that,, in consequence 
of his union through faith with Jesus, the head of 
the Church, the Christian is not only protected 
firom the pains of hell, but is in possession of a 
well-grounded claim on the joys of heaven. Thus 
it is that * grace' reigns * through righteousness 
unto eternal life, by Jesus Christ our Lord ; ' " 
Rom. v. 21. (Qumej/s Essays on Christianity.) 

Some of our divines think that it is not in 
accordance with Scripture, and therefore that it is 
not Tight or safe^ to make any disUivOa.oTL\s^V«^«iv 
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the acUve and passive obedienoe oi our blessed 
Lord, with reference to the efficacy of that great 
work which he has accomplished for our salvatioOb 
For n)jr own part, I believe that slight differences 
of sentiment may exist upon this subject, widioot 
any radical error. I would advise you not to 
ejiter into any of the controversies on this point ; 
and indeed I recommend you to engage as little 
as possible in any religious controversy what- 
ever. Receive the doctrine just as, upon careful 
and devout examination, you may discover it in 
Scripture; and be charitable in your juc^ment 
concerning any other person who may happen to 
read it a little differently. But remember, that 
thus much is indisputably certain, — that we are 
accepted and accounted righteous before God 
only on account of the merits and righteousne^ of 
Christ; and that, at the same time, none are so 
accepted who are not also renewed and made holy 
by his Spirit. 

Hie whole doctrine is clearly stated in the 
foUowing words, which I copy from the « Homily 
of Salvation" : -— *^ Christ is now the righteousness 
of all them that truly do believe in him. He for 
them paid their ransom by his death. He for 
them fulfilled the law in his life* So that now in 
Aiin, and by bim^ every true CVvmtkA. ixiaa may 
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be called a fulfiller of the law; forasmtich a6 
tliat whidh their infirmity lacked, Christ's jusdk^ 
(i. e^ ag previously explained, — the satisfiau^n of 
God's justice, or the price of our redemptioti, by 
the offering of his body, and shedding of his bloody 
with fulfilling of the law perfectly And thoroughly) 
hadi supplied." And it is added, ^^ three things 
are recjuired to the obtaining of our righteousness ; 
that is, God's mercy, Christ's justice, and a true 
and Uvely &ith, out of the which faith spring good 
works."- 

Such, my dear William, is the great scriptural 
doctrine concerning the atonement made by our 
Saviour, the imputation of his righteousness, and 
the means whereby we may receive the benefits 
which he has procured for us. The Bible is full 
of this subject, exhibiting it by type, by pw^hecy 
and {HTomise, by history, and by declarations both 
figurative and plain ; and you, I hope, continually 
meet with it In perusing the pages of the sacred 
Volmne. For the present, I would refer you to 
the following passages and texts : — John iii. 14^ 
15. X. 10, 14, 15. 17, la XV. 13.; Luke xxii. 
19, 20. xxiv. 45, 46, 47.; Acts xiiL SO, 39.; 
Heb. ix. 11 — 15.; x. 11 — 14.; Gal. iv. 4, 5*; 
R(Hn. iii. 24 — 26. ; viii. L ; G^. iii. 13. ; Rom. x. 
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44t;Phil- iii. S.; Rom. iii. 21,22. t. 17--1P.; 
PhU. iii. 8, 9.; 2 Cor. v. 18— 21.; Eph. in. 8.; 
1 Tim. ii. 4 — 6.; Rom. iv. 26.; Eph. v. 2,; 1 
I^eter iii. 18.; Rom. v. 6 — 8.; 2 Cor. viii. 9. 
CoL i* 19, 20.; 1 Cor. i. 30.; 1 John ii. 1, 2. 
Eph. L 5 — 7.; Rev. i. 5, 6.; Rom. viii. 31 — 34. 
Gal. ii. 19, 20.; Heb. x. 19—22. 
' Our church has briefly expressed the doctrine 
of atonement and justification by faith, in the fol- 
lowing terms : — " Christ in the truth of our 
nature was made like unto us in all things, sin 
only except, from which he was clearly void, both 
in his flesh and in his spirit. He came to be the 
Lamb withoi^ spot, who, by sacrifice of himself 
once made, should take away the sins of the world ; 
and sin, as St John saith, was not in him.^ — 
** The oflering of Christ once made is that perfect 
redemption, propitiation, and satisfaction for all 
the sins of the whole world, both original and 
actual ; and there is none other satisfaction for sin, 
but that alone." — " We are accounted righteous 
before God, only for the me:rit of oiu* Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ, by &ith, and not for our 
own works or deservings : wherefore, that we are 
justified by faith only is a most wholesome doc- 
trine, and very full of cqmfort, as more largely is 
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expressed in the Homily of Justification*'' (An* 
ticks of Mettffiojiy 15. Sli. II.) 

Do not suppose, my dear William, that thiib 
doctrine implies the natvral implacability of God^ 
^uid teaches that the Deity was rendered placabU 
by the involuntary sufferings of a harmless, uno& 
fending, substitute. No. The sacrifice of Christ was 
voluntary, and proceeded from divine love. " >In 
the Bible we plainly learn, that the incarnation, 
humiliation, sufferings, and propitiatory sacrifice 
of Christ were ordained by the Father himself as 
the means through which, in his own infinite 
knowledge and wisdom, he saw fit to provide for 
the ^tisfaction of his justice, and at the same 
time for the pardon and restoration of a lost and 
sinful race of his creatures. And these eternal 
counsels were so far fi:om being the effect of any 
essential implacability in the mind of God, that the 
divine attribute to which they are ascribed in Scrip- 
ture is the very opposite of such a quality. It is 
placability ; it is mercy ; it is love. John iii. 16. ; 
1 John iv. 8, 9." In one word, " the sacrifice of 
the Lord Jesus is not to be regarded as that 
which rendered God placable, but as a means for 
saving mankind^ ordained by the Father himself^ 
and voluntarily submitted to by the Son, in canse^ 
gicence of their common attribute of mercy awAlttXi^^ — 
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a love embracing the whole human race in aU ages 
of the world,** {Gurnets Essays on Christianity,) 

The Christian doctrine of atonement is adapted 
to display to us, in a striking manner, the evil and 
guilt of sin, and to excite in us the warmest love 
and most unfeigned devotedness to Him who 
*'first loved us," — who " loved us, and washed us 
from our sins in his own blood/' 

** If the Son of God himself, (who, in the 
divine nature, is one with the Father), could 
alone be accepted as a sacrifice to purge away 
nn, it is evident that sin, in the sight of the 
Almighty, is an evil of infinite malignity ; nor is 
it possible for us to conceive any other method by 
which its malignity could have been so clearly, so 
powerfiilly, and so beneficially, displayed and de- 
monstrated^ And such is proved by experience 
to be the actual operation of this fimdamental 
doctrine of Christianity ; for it may, I believe, be 
uniformly observed, that the more just and com- 
prehensive the views of men are respecting the 
divinity and atonement of Jesus Christ, the fuller 
and clearer is their apprehension also of the depth 
and demerit of sin. 

"Such an apprehension must surely be re- 
garded as of primary and essential use in the for^ 
ma^an of the Christian charader ; ^.Tvd of ec\aal 
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importance to that true end of all our religion, 

a due sense of the immeasurable love of God in 

i|«[xdmg his only-begotten Son into the world, — 

of the immeasurable love of Christ in sacrificing 

himself for us. Such a method of effecting our 

salvation is evidently, in the very highest degree, 

calculated to excite our ardent thankfulness, and 

by the holiest of motives to induce the unqualified 

surrender of ourselves to the wiU of God. If the 

Father, in his gratuitous compassion, has indeed 

bestowed upon us the unspeakable gift of his own 

^on, if we are assured that with him also he will 

* freely give us all things,' how shall we refiise to 

oflfer unto God the acceptable return of a faithful 

and undivided heart? If the Son has, indeed, 

assumed our suffering nature, has, indeed, bled 

and died on the cross, a sacrifice for our sins, how 

shall we not feel bound, by every tie of love^ 

duty, honour, and gratitude, to obey his law, to 

promote his cause, and to devote ourselves to his 

service?" (lb.) 

Yet a few words more, my dear William, upon 
this interesting and important subject — this 
question of vital and practical Christianity. They 
are the words of Mr. Wilberforce. " Our. de- 
pendence on our blessed Saviour, as alone the 
meritorious cause of our acceptance mXltv^^^^xA 
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as the means of all its blessed fruits and glorious 
consequences, must be not merely formal and 
nominal, but real and substantial ; not vague, 
qualified, and partial; but direct, cordial, and 
entire. Repentance towards God, and faith, 
towards pur Lord Jesus Christ, was the sum of 
the apostolical instruction. It is not an occa-^ 
sional invocation of the name of Christ, or a tran- 
sient recognition of his authority, that fills up the 
measure pf the terms ^believing in Jesus Christ* 
This we shall find no such easy task; and if we trust 
that we do believe, we should all perhaps do well 
to cry out, in the words of an imploring suppliant, 
(he supplicated not in vain), ' Lord, help thou our 
unbelief!' We must be deeply conscious of our 
guilt and misery, heartily repenting of our sins, 
and firmly resolving to forsake them ; and then, 
penitently fleeing * for refuge to the hope set be- 
fore us,' we must found altogether on the merit of 
the crucified Redeemer our hopes of escape from 
their deserved punishment, and of deliverance 
from their enslaving power. This must be our 
first, our last, our only plea. We are to surren- 
der ourselves up to him, to be * washed in his 
blood,' to be sanctified by his Spirit, resolving to 
receive him for our Lord and Master, to learn in 
Ajs school, to obey all his commandments.' " 
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.. Conunending the contents of this letter to your 
most earnest consideration, with a hope and 
prayer that they may contribute to your edifica- 
tion and comfort, I remain. 

My dear William, 

Your very affectionate 

Godfather. 
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LETTER IV. 

necessity and nature of divine influence 
in the formation and preservation of 
christian character. 

My dear William, 
" Give thy Holy Spirit to this infant, that he 
may be born again, and be made an heir of ever- 
lasting salvation." And again, " O merciful God, 
grant that the old Adam in this child may be so 
buried that the new man may be raised up in 
him. Grant that all carnal afiPections may 
die in him, and that all things belonging to the 
Spirit may live and grow in him.'* Such are 
among the petitions which were offered up on 
your behalf, when you were publicly received into 
the Christian church. And the influence of the 
Holy Spirit on the heart is as necessary to our 
salvation, as was the atonement which has been 
made by our blessed Saviour. It is indeed an effect 
of the atonement; and it is to be received by faith. 
It is itself a part of our salvation ; for Christ died 
to redeem ua from all inic^oity, and to purify 
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unto himself a peculiar people zealous of good 
works.'* He now " ever liveth to make interces- 
sion &r us/' and to complete the work of our 
salvation. But unless we are led by his Spirit 
we never shall attain to the character of his true 
disciples, — of those upon whom he will bestow 
that eternal life which he has purchased by his 
merits, sufierings, and death. 

l^t me request your attention to die following 
extracts from some great divines respecting the 
necessity and nature of divine influence upon the 
soul of man:-^— 

** Man,'' says Bishop Bull, " may be considered 
in a double relation; first, in relation to the 
natural, animal, and earthly life ; and so, he is a 
perfect man that hath only a reasonable soul and 
body adapted to it : for the powers and faculties 
of these are sufficient to the exercise of the func- 
tions and operations belonging to such a life. 
But, secondly, man may be considered in order to 
a supernatural end, and as designed for a spiri- 
tual and celestial life ; and of this life the Spirit of 
God is the principle. For man's natural powers 
and Acuities, even as they were before the fall, 
entire, were not sufficient or able of themselves to 
reach such a supernatural end, but needed the 
power of the Divine Spirit to stieiv^\5afew^ ^^^^^\.^' 

£ 2 
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and raise them. He that denies this opposes 
himself against the stream and current of the 
Holy Scriptures, and the consent of the Catholic 
Church, Therefore to the perfect constitution of 
man, considered in this relation, a reasonable soul 
and a body adapted thereunto are not sufficient ; 
but there is necessarily required a union of the 
Divine Spirit with both, as it were a third es-^ 
sehtial principle." 

The following passage to the same eflFect is 
from Bishop Jeremy Taylor : — " There is in every 
righteous man a new vital principle. The Spirit 
of grace is the spirit of wisdom, and teaches us 
by secret inspirations, by proper arguments, by 
actual persuasions^ by personal applications, by 
effects and energies ; and as the soul of man is 
the cause of all his vital operations, so is the 
Spirit of God the life of that life, and the cause 
of all actions and productions spiritual ; and the 
consequence of this is what St. John tells us of — - 
* Ye have received the unction from above, and 
that anointing teaches you all things,' — all things 
of some one kind; that is, certainly all things that 
pertain to life and godliness ; all that by which a 
man is wise and happy. Unless the soul have a 
new life put into it, unless there be a vital priu- 
cJple within, unless the Spiivt of life be the? 



OF 1)IVIN£ INFLUENCE* 68 

informer of the spirit of the man, the word of God 
will be as dead in the operation, as the body in its 
power and possibilities. 

** God's Spirit does not destroy reason, but 
heighten it. God opens the heart and creates a 
new one ; and without this creation, this new prin- 
ciple of life, we may hear the word of God, but 
we can never understand it ; we hear the sound, 
but we are never the better. Unless there be in 
our hearts a secret conviction by the Spirit of God, 
the Gospel itself is a dead letter." 

These statements, my dear William, are equally 
explicit and correct, respecting the necessity of di- 
vine influence in the soul of man ; and I recom- 
mend them to your notice as a comment upon 
these words of our blessed Saviour — " That which 
is born of the flesh, is flesh ; and that which is 
born of the Spirit, is spirit. Marvel not that I 
said unto thee, ye must be bom again." John 
iii. 6, 7. 

But what, you may ask, are the nature and extent 
of this spiritual influence, and what are the effects 
which it produces within the soul ? I send you 
the following extracts as containing admirable ex- 
positions of this important matter of fact, and of 
those declarations of Scripture which relate to it:— 

The venerable Bishop Wilson l^o? ^iQ^kSst -asA 

£ 3 
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Man) has well said, in few words, ^' Divine grace 
repairs all the mischief which sin has made in our 
nature, recovers us from the slavery of our lusts^ 
dispels the darkness of our understanding, heals 
the infirmities of our will, cures us of self-love, 
carries us from the creature to the Creator, and, 
firom being enemies, makes us children, of God.'' 

Bishop Bradford (sermon on Titmt liL 4 — 7.), 
having proposed to consider what alteration is 
made in man by the renewing of the Holy Ghost, 
gives an account of the matter in the following 
particulars : — 

" 1. The mind is thereby enlightened, so as to 
discern more clearly those spiritual things which 
either it did not at all perceive, or not with so 
much light and evidence as now it does. 

"2. TTiis renewing of the mind doth not only 
produce a clearer judgment, but also a more firm 
and steadfast resolution to be governed hencefor- 
ward by the laws of reason and religion, and never 
wilfully to deviate from those rules which God and 
our Saviour have given us for the direction of our 
tempers and our actions ; never to be led and car- 
ried away by mere natural inclination or affection, 
but strictly to observe and follow the admonition 
and dictates of our enlightened souls. 

^8. This renewing of the imndigitodMLoea an al- 
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teration in the temper, that is, in the prevailin|; 
inclination of the souL Such persons are, accord- 
ing to the phrase of the apostle, < renewed in 
the sphit of their mind, in righteousness and true 
holiness, after the image of Him who created them/ 
Eph. iv. 23, 24L Col. iii. 10. They now deeply 
reverence and heartily love Almighty God as the 
greatest and most excellent Being, as the Father 
of their spirits, and the Fountain of all that is 
truly good and desirable. , They entirely resign 
and devote themselves to Him, esteemmg it both 
their duty and their happiness to know and do 
His will. They sincerely love truth and goodness, 
even as God himself doth ; and are, from an in* 
ward settled principle, not only resolved, but 
inclined, to adhere to them against all opposition. 
They not only see, but as it were feel, the excel- 
lency of the divine precepts, as delivered by our 
Lord and Saviour. They admire the image, the 
spirit, and the life of God, as exemplified in Hini 
when he appeared in our nature. They are 
strongly moved by a sense of the justice and mercy 
of God displayed by our Saviour's undertaking, 
to abhor all sin and wickedness, to renounce every 
forbidden practice, to love God above all, to love 
their neighbour as God hath loved them, to bring 
forth ail the fruits of righteousness^ to ^<&Y^^^ 

£ 4 
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and' glory of God through Jesus Christ ; and, in 
so doing, to hope and confide in the mercy of God 
through His mediation. This divests them of that 
narrowness and selfishness of spirit which before 
prevailed in them, and of all that self-will and 
pride, that hatred and envy, which proceeded 
thence ; substituting in the room thereof, humility 
and charity. They are possessed, with an earnest 
desire to cleanse themselves from all defilement 
both of flesh and spirit, and to perfect holiness in 
the fear of God ; to prepare themselves for that 
undefiled state which they are to enter upon, when 
their spirits shall be separated from their bodies ; 
and which is to be completed when soul and body 
shall be reunited at the last day. They feel in 
themselves an earnest desire to partake more and 
more of the, divine image, that so they may enjoy 
a greater sense of God's favour in this life, and 
become capable of the union and fi*uition of God 
in the life to come; and this cools and damps 
their inclinations and affections to present sensible 
things, to all the possessions and enjoyments of this 
mortal state ; according to St. Paul's account, that 
as Hhey that are after the flesh do mind the 
things of the flesh,' so these, being ^ after the 
Spirit, do mind the things of the Spirit; ' and, as 
^tbe carnal mind is enmity ag^mal God^ and is not 
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subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be,' 
so these spiritually minded persons are perfecdy 
reconciled to God and subject to his law, * the 
law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus having 
made them free from the law of sin and death.' 
Rom. viii. 5» 7. 2. ; and from this principle all the 
fruits of the Divine Spirit do show themselves in 
their lives and conversation." 

Here the influence of the Holy Spirit upon the 
inclinations or temper is amply and beautifully 
stated. Concerning the two former of the three 
points mentioned in these passages, — namely, the 
illumination of the understanding, and the bias 
given to the will or choice, by the Holy Spirit, — 
I recommend to your notice especially the two 
following passages from " The Christian Life," by 
Dr. John Scott, and the " Private Thoughts" of 
Bishop Beveridge: — 

" The illumination of the Spirit," says Dr. Scott, 
"is twofold : first, external, by that revelation which 

■ 

He hath given us of God's mind and will in the 
Holy Scriptures, and that miraculous evidence by 
which He sealed and attested it. 

" But besides this external illumination of the 
Holy Spirit, there is also an internal one, which 
consists in impressing that external light and 
evidence of Holy Scripture ui^iv o\« \aA^\- 
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Standings, whereby we are enabled more clearly 
to apprehend, and more effectually to believe iu 

^^ For though the Divine ^irit doth not (at least 
in the ordinary course of His operation) illuminate 
our minds with any new truths, or new evidences 
of truth, but only presents to our minds those old 
and primitive truths and evidences which he at 
first revealed and gave to the world ; yet there is 
no doubt but he still continues not only to suggest 
them both to our minds, but to urge and repeat 
them with that importunity, and thereby to im- 
print them with that clearness and efficacy, as that 
if we do not, through a wicked prejudice against 
them, wilfully divert our minds fi-ofii them to vain 
or sinful objects, we must unavoidably apprehend 
them far more distincdy, and assent to them far 
more cordially and effectually, than otherwise we 
should or could have done; for our minds are 
naturally ^o vain and stupid, so giddy, listless, 
and inadvertent, especially in spiritual things, 
which are abstract from common sense, as that, 
did not the Holy Spirit frequently present, im- 
portunately urge, and thereby fix these on our 
minds, our knowledge of them would be so con- 
fused, and our belief so wavering and unstable, as 
that they would never have any preventing in- 
jffuence on our wills and aSectioi^. So that our 
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knowledge and belief of divine things, so feur as 
they are saving and effectual to our renovation, 
are the firuits and products of internal illumin- 
ation/' 

" We must have a spiritual sight,*' says Bishop 
Beveridge, **before we can behold spiritual things ; 
which every natural man being destitute of, he 
can see no comeliness in Christ, why he should 
be desired ; nor any amiableness in religion, why 
It should be embraced. 

^ And hence it is that, I believe, the first work 
that God puts forth upon the soul in order to its 
conversion, is, to raise up a spiritual light within 
it, to clear up its apprehensions about spiritual 
matters, so as to enable the soul to look upon God 
as the chiefest good, and the enjojrment of him as 
the greatest bliss ; whereby the soul may clearly 
discern between good and evil, and evidently 
perceive, that nothing is good, but so far as it is 
like to God, and nothing evil but so far as it 
resembles sin. 

" But this is not all the work that God hath to 
do upon a sinful soul, to bring itto himself. — For, 
though the understanding may have never such 
clear apprehensions of spiritual good, yet the will 
is not at all affected with it, without the joint 
operations of the grace of God Wj^iw \3&\ ^ ^1 
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US too sadly, experiencing what St Paul long ago 
bewailed in himself, that * what we do, we allow 
not' (Rom. vii. 16.),— that though our judgments 
condemn what we do, yet [he means, if left to 
ourselves], we cannot choose but do it 

" The understanding and will being two dis- 
tinct faculties, or at least two distinct acts in the 
soul, it is possible for the understanding to be so 
enlightened as to prefer the good before the evil, 
and yet for the will to remain so corrupt as to 
choose the evij before the good. And hence it is 
that, where God intends to work over a soul to 
himself, He doth not only pass an enlightening 
act upon the understanding and its apprehensions, 
but likewise a sanctifying act upon the will and 
its affections, that when the soul perceives the 
glory of God, and the beauty of holiness, it may 
presently close with it, and entertain it with the 
choicest of its affections. And without God's thus 
drawing it, the understanding could never allure 
the soul to good." 

In these passages, my dear William, you have a 
most accurate explanation of what is meant by the 
enlightening, guiding, and sanctifying influence 
or operation of the Holy Spirit in the soul of man. 
It is of the utmost importance that you should 
have correct ideas on this subject, aud therefore, 
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although the extracts I now send you are some- 
what long, yet, feeling assured, as I do, that every 
line of them is valuable as a clear statement of 
solid truth, I cannot but request your frequent 
perusal of the whole, and your attentive consider- 
ation of each separate clause. And I wish to say 
this particularly with reference to one most clear 
and comprehensive, most accurate and scriptural, 
statement, from the writings of Dr. Isaac Barrow, 
which I now subjoin. Read it as a Hnost valuable 
summary of what can be, or at least of what ought 
to be, said, concerning the nature of divine in- 
fluence upon our souls. God, for his part, is 
mercifiilly willing to bestow this benefit upon 
us : — may we not refuse it ! 

" Our minds naturally," says Dr. Barrow, " are 
blind, ignorant, stupid, giddy, and prone to error, 
especially in things supernatural and spiritual, and 
abstracted from ordinary sense. Our wills are 
froward and stubborn, light and unstable, in- 
clining to evil, and averse from what is truly good; 
our affections are very irregular, disorderly, and 
unsettled ; to remove which bad dispositions (in- 
consistent with God's friendship and favour, 
driving us into sin and misery), and to beget those 
contrary to them, — the knowledge and belief of di-* 
vine truths a love of goodness and d^v^V ^<et^\cwi 
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a well-composed, orderly, and steady frame or 
spirit, — God in mercy doth grant to us the 
virtue- of His Holy Spirit ; who, — first opening 
our hearts, so ^ to let in and a^rehend the light 
of Divine truth ; then, by representation of proper 
arguments, persuading our reasqn to embrace it,-^ 
begetteth Divine knowledge, wisdom, and &ith in 
our minds, which is the work of illumination and 
instruction, the first part of his office respecting 
our salvation. 

'^ Then, by continual impressions he leadeth our 
inclinations, and moUifieth our hearts, and temper- 
eth our affections to willing compliance with God's 
will, and a hearty complacence in that which is 
gbod and pleasing to God ; so, breeding all pious 
and virtuous inclinations in us, reverence towards 
God, charity to men, sobriety and purity as to 
ourselves, with the rest of those amiable and hea- 
venly virtues of soul, which is the work of sancti- 
fication, another great part of his office. 

^' Both these operations together (enlightening 
our minds, sanctifying our wills and affections) do 
constitute and accomplish that woik, which is 
styled regeneration, renovation, vivification, new 
creation, resurrection of a man ; the Acuities of 
our souls being so improved, that we become, as 
A were, other men thereby ; able and apt to do 
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that for which before we were altogether indis- 
posed and unfit 

^^ He also directeth and governeth our actions, 
continually leading and moving us in the ways of 
obedience to God's holy will and law. As we live 
by him (having a new spiritual life implanted in 
us), so we walk by him, are continually led and 
acted by his conduct and help. He reclaimeth 
us from ernn* and sin; He supporteth and 
strengtheneth us in temptation ; He adviseth and 
admonisheth, exciteth and encourageth us to all 
works of piety and virtue. 

^ Particularly, he guideth and quickeneth us in 
devotion, showing us what we should ask, raising 
in us holy desires and comfortable hopes, disposing 
us to approach unto God with firm dispositions of 
mind, love, and reverence, and humble confi- 
dence. 

^^ It is also a notable part of the Holy Spirit's 
office to comfort and sustain us in all our religious 
practices, so particularly in our doubts, difficulties, 
distresses, and afflictions; to beget joy, peace, 
and satisfaction in us, in all our performances, 
and in all our sufferings; whence the title of Com- 
forter belongeth to him. 

^^ It is also another part thereof to assure us of 
God's gracious love and favour, and xJx'dX. ^^ ^x^ 
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His children ; confirming in us the hope of our 
everlasting inheritance. We, feeling ourselves to 
live spiritually by him, to love God and goodness, 
to thirst after righteousness, and to delight in 
pleasing God, are thereby raised to hope God 
loves and favours us ; and that He, having by so 
authentic a seal ratified his word and promise, 
having already bestowed so pure a pledge, so 
precious an earnest, so plentiful first-fruits, 
will not fail to make good the remainder de-> 
signed and promised us, of everlasting joy and 
bliss." 

The passages quoted before this were explicit 
and full concerning particular parts of the Holy 
Spirit's oflSce and operation in the renewing of the 
soul; but I must again recommend these few sen- 
tences of Dr. Barrow as being not only accurate 
and clear, but at the same time comprehensive 
and complete, in their description of the divine 
influence. You may observe that the Holy Spirit 
is here represented, in accordance with Scripture, 
as beiilg the author of consolation^ and of Christian 
assurance and hope^ as well as of illumination^ 
guidance^ and sanctification. This is that "joy 
in the Holy Ghost" — that "assuring of our 
hearts before God," — of which the apostle speaks, 
and with which I trust that you, my dear William, 
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through divine grace received, accepted, and im- 
proved, will become more and more acquainted. 

It is, I trust, needless for me to point out to you 
the exact accordance of this doctrine with the 
liturgy and articles of our church. Let me, how- 
ever, remind you of a few passages which relate to 
the necessity and nature of that divine influence 
of which we have been speaking. In the tenth 
Article of religion, it is declared that " we have no 
power to do good works pleasant and acceptable 
to God, without the grace of God by Christ pre- 
venting us that we may have a good will, and 
working with us when we have that good will." 
You are told in the Catechism that you are " not 
able to walk in the commandments of God, and to 
serve him, without his special grace;" and we are 
taught elsewhere to confess to God that without 
him " the frailty of man cannot but fall." We 
pray that by the Holy Spirit we may have " a 
right jvdgment in all things." We say, " Cleanse 
the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 
thy Holy Spirit;"—" Grant that thy Holy Spirit 
may in all things direct and rule our hearts;" — 
" Endue us with the grace of thy Holy Spirit to 
amend our lives according to thy holy word; " — and, 
" We beseech thee, send to us thine Holy Ghost to 
comfort lis." And I would especia!^^ \:^fet ^^m\s^ 
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the prayers of the bishop and congregation in the 
order of Confirmation, as denoting th^ sense of 
the church in this most important particular, and 
as furnishing a guide and model for your own 
frequent supplication to the throne of grace. 

The following are some of the many passages 
of Scripture upon the authority of which this 
doctrine rests : — Prov. L 22, 23, ; Isa. xliv. 1 — 5, ; 
lix. 19 — ^21.; Zech. xii. 10.; Ezek. xxxvi. 
25 — 27,; Jer. xxiv. 5 — 7.; xxxi. 31 — 34.; 
xxxii. 39, 40.; Hos. xiv. 4 — 7.; Isa. xxxii. 15 — 17.; 
John iii. 1 — 8.; xiv. 15 — 17.26.; xvi. 7 — 14.; 
XV. 26.; Eph. V. 8.; 2 Cor. iv. 6.; iii. 18.; Eph. 
iv. 18. ; 1 Cor. ii. 14. ; Acts xxvi. 18. ; 1 Pet. 
iL 9.; Eph. iL 1—10.; 2 Cor. v. 17.; CoLiiL 10.; 
Eph. iv. 24. ; Gal. vi. 15.; Ps. li. 10, 11.; Titus 
iii. 3—6.; 1 Cor. vi. 11.; 1 Pet i. 4.; 2 Thess. 
ii. 13.; Rom. viii. 8, 9. 13.; 1 Cor. iii. 16, 17. 
Eph. V. 25, 26.; Titus ii. 14.; James L 18. 
1 Pet i. 22, 23. ; 1 Thess. i. 5, 6. ; Acts xvi. 14. 
1 Cor. ii. 4. 12. ; Acts xi. 20, 21. ; 1 Thess. iL 13. 
Eph. i. 18—20.; Phil. iv. 13.; 1 Cor. xv. 10. 
Phil. i. 19.; Rom. viii. 26.; Eph. vi. 10.; Rom 
viii. 1, 2. ; Gal. v. 22—25. ; John vii. 37—39. 
1 Thess. V. 19, 20.; Eph. iv. 30.; Phil. ii. 12, la 

Our heavenly Father has graciously promised 
to Impart unto you, my dear Y[Si\aH\,i!i abimdant 
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measure, the enlightening, guiduig, sanctifying, 
comforting, and strengthening, influence of his 
Holy Spirit. Remember that to those who 
receive this gift, and obey the motions of the 
heavenly visitor, more grace is given ; but from 
those who live carelessly, who stifle the voice and 
resist the persuasion of the sacred monitor, his 
influence is gradually withdrawn. Obedience to 
the dictates of the Holy Spirit uttered in and 
through your conscience, and the use of appointed 
means, will insure a continuance of his presence 
and his grace, with all consequent benefits and 
blessings. If you ask, what are the appointed 
means or channels of the divine blessing? I 
answer, — devout attention to God's holy word, 
with a simple desire and efibrt to know and to do 
the divine will ; — humble, serious, and heartfelt 
prayer, both public and private; — and especially, 
the faithful and worthy receiving of the sacrament 
of the body and blood of Christ. These duties 
you are by the church continually invited to prac- 
tise; — these, with the help which God gives, you 
may practise aright; — and this if you really do, 
you will certainly grow in grace and in the know- 
ledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, until 
at last you shall receive an abundant entrance 
into bis everlasting kingdom, 

F a 
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I cannot conclude this letter without adding 
two more golden passages, — one from Fenelon, 
on the general doctrine of the internal teaching of 
the Holy Spirit; and another from Paley, con- 
cerning the practical use and ^plication of the 
invaluable gift. 

^' It is certain," saysFenelon, "that the Scriptures 
declare that the Spirit of God dwells within us,-— 
that it animates us, speaks to us in silence, suggests 
all truth to us, and that we are so united to it, that 
we are joined unto the Lord in one spirit This 
is what the Christian religion teaches us. Those 
learned men who have been most opposed to the 
idea of an interior life, are obliged to acknowledge 
it Notwithstanding this, they suppose that the 
external law, or rather the light from certain 
doctrines and reasonings, enlightens our minds; 
and that afterwards it is our reason that acts by 
itself from these instructions. They do not attach 
sufficient importance to the teacher within us, 
which is the Spirit of God. This is the soul of 
our soul, and without it we could form no [good] 
thought or desire. Alas ! then, of what blindness 
are we guilty, if we suppose that we are alone in 
this interior sanctuary, while, on the contrary, 
God is there, even more intimately than ourselves. 
You will say, perhaps, axe v^e xSaeiv m's^ired? 
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Yes, doubtless, but not as the prophets and 
apostles were. Without the actual inspiration 
of the Almighty, we could neither do, nor will, 
nor think any thing [good]. We are then al- 
ways inspired; but we are ever stifling this in- 
spiration. God never ceases to speak to us; 
but the noise of the world without, and the 
tumult of our passions within, bewilder us, and 
prevent us from listening to him. All must be 
silent around us, and all must be still within us, 
when we should listen with our whole souls to this 
voice. It is a still small voice, and is only heard 
by those who listen to no other. ... It is not a 
divine monition to predict, to change the laws of 
nature, or to command men with an authority 
from God. It is a simple invitation from the 
depths of the soul to obey, and to resign ourselves 
even to death, if it be the will of God. Tliis in- 
spiration, regarded thus, and within these bounds, 
and in its true simplicity, contains only the 
common doctrine of the Christian church. It has 
not in itself, if the imaginations of men add nothing 
to it, any temptation to presumption or illusion : 
on the contrary, it places us in the hands of God, 
trusting all to his Spirit, without either violating 
our liberty, or leaving any thing to our pride and 
fiuicies." 

F 3 
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*^ Gkxl, who seeks to communicate himself 
cannot be received by souls that are full of them- 
selvesy and their own virtue and wisdom ; but His 
presence is with the simple. Where are these 
simple souls ? I see but few of them. God seeg 
them, and it is with them that he is pleased to 
dwell. ' My father and I,' says Jesus Christ, * will 
come unto him, and make our abode with him.'" 

Paley, having laid down as rules, that we are to 
pray sincerely, earnestly, and incessantly, for the 
assistance of the Holy Spirit, — and that, by so 
doing, we are to obtain it, — proceeds to remark^ 
in the third place, that, this assistance ^^ being 
obtained, we are to yield ourselves to its direction ; 
to consult, attend, and listen to its dictates, sug- 
gested to us through the admonitions of our 
conscience. The terms of Scripture," continues 
this writer, "represent the Spirit of God as an 
assisting, not forcing, power ; as not suspending 
our own powers, but enabling them ; as imparting 
strength and faculty for our religious work, if we 
will use them ; but whether we will use them or 
not still depending upon ourselves. Agreeably 
hereunto St. Paul asserts that there is no con- 
demnation to them who walk not after the flesh, 
but after the Spirit The promise is not to them 
who have the Spirit^ but to them who walk after 



OF DIVINE INFLUEKdJ, 7l 

the Spirit To walk after the flesh, is to follow 
wherever the impulses of sensuality and selfishness 
lead us ; which is a voluntary act To walk after 
the Spirit, is steadily and resolutely to obey good 
imotions within us, whatever they cost us ; which 
also is a voluntary act. All the language of this 
remarkable chapter (Rom. vii.) proceeds in th^ 
same strain ; namely, that after the Spirit of God 
is given, it rests and remains with ourselves 
whether we avail ourselves of it or not " If ye, 
dirough the Spirit, do mortify the deeds of the 
body, ye shall live." It is through the Spirit that 
we are enabled to mortify the deeds of the flesh. 
But still, whether we mortify them or not, is our 
act ; because it is made a subject of precept and 
exhortation so to do. Health is God's gift; but 
what use we will make of it, is our choice. Bodily 
strength is God's gift ; but of what advantage it 
shall be to us, depends upon ourselves. Even so, 
the higher gift of the Spirit remains a gift, the 
value of which will be exceedingly great — will 
be little — will be none — will be even an increase 
of guilt and condemnation, — according as it is 
applied and obeyed, or neglected and withstood. 
The fourth chapter of Ephesians (verse 30.) is a 
warning voice upon this subject; — " Grieve not 
the Holy Spirit of God.** Therefore^ bft Txva.^ \^ 

F 4 



72 ON DIVINE INFLUENCE. 

grieved ; being given, he may be rejected; rejected, 
he may be withdrawn." 

May this sin and condemnation, my dear 
William, never be your own. On the contrary, 
may the fatherly hand of Almighty God ever 
be over you, may his Holy Spirit ever be with 
you, and so lead you in the knowledge and 
obedience of his word, that in the end you may 
obtain everlasting life. Such is the earnest wish 
and prayer of 

Your affectionate 

Godfather. 
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LETTER V. 

OF FORSAKING AND AVOIDING EVIL; OR, A 
christian's renunciation OF THE DEVIL, THE 
WORLD, AND THE FLESH. 

My DEAR William, 
I HAVE now set before you an account of the great 
doctrines of our religion concerning the forgive- 
ness of sin and the renovation of our nature ; the 
acceptance of our persons for Christ's sake, and 
the renewal of our souls by divine grace through 
his mediation; or, to use the common phraseology 
of the Scriptures and the church, our justifica- 
tion before God, and sanctification by the Spirit. 
These things I have pointed out chiefly with 
reference to the promise and work of God con- 
cerning them. Our Lord Jesus Christ, for his 
part, will most surely keep and perform his pro- 
mise " to receive you, to release you of your sins, 
to sanctify you with the Holy Ghost, to give you 
' the kingdom of heaven and everlasting life." But 
you will remember that this promise has been 
made, and that it holds good, onV^ Vo xJcvft'Sfc N^\sa 
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undertake, on their part, to renounce the devil and 
all his works, the world, and the flesh, — to believe 
in God, — and to serve him; and who, if they have 
arrived at years of discretion, so as to understand 
the nature of their engagements, do acknowledge 
that they are bound to do these things, and do 
seriously endeavour, by God's help, to fulfil their 
obligations. 

You have often been asked, "Dost thou not 
think that thou art bound to believe, and to do 
as your godfathers and godmother have promised 
for you ?" And you have answered ** Yes verily ; 
and by God's help so I will." And I trust, my 
dear William, that, encouraged by the gracious 
promises of the God of your salvation, you have 
made this answer with the utmost sincerity and 
readiness of mind, and in the cheerful hope and 
expectation of being enabled, by the divine 
goodness, to perform all that you have promised. 
Let me then request your attention to those de- 
scriptions of the nature of your solemn under- 
taking, which I propose to send to you in the 
present and some following letters. 

Your promise, in general, amounts to this;— 

to abstain firom evil, or to forsake it ; to listen to 

the voice of God ; and to perform his will. Let 

me explain to you, at this time, what is meant 
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Vjr the first part of tliis promise, or your renunci- 
ation of the devil and all his works, the pomps and 
vanity of this wicked world, and all the sinful 
lusts of the flesh. 

You have renounced "the devil and all his 
works :" that is to say, you have engaged to be on 
your watch against your spiritual adversary, and 
to study to avoid those sins which he tempts you 
to commit Now, I wish you to notice particularly 
what we are taught concerning the devil and 
wicked spirits, by the word of God, " By col- 
lecting the passages of Scripture where Satan or 
the devil is mentioned," says Cruden, " it may be 
observed, — that he fell from heaven, with all his 
company; — that God cast him down from thence 
for the punishment of his pride; — that by his 
envy and malice, sin, death, and all other evils 
came into the world ; — that by the permission of 
God he exercises a sort of government in the 
wbrld, over his subordinates, over apostate angels 
like himself; — that God makes use of him to 
prove good men and chastise bad ones ; — that he 
is a lying spirit in the mouth of false prophets, 
seducers, and heretics ; — that it is he, or some of 
his, that torment or possess men, that inspire them 
with evil designs, as he did David, when he sug- 
gested to him to number his people, axvdiiwSa&^Xa 



76 RENUNCIATION OF THE DEVIL 

betray his lord and master, and Ananias and 
Sapphira to conceal the price of their field; — 
that he roves full of rage, like a roaring lion, to 
tempt, to betray, to destroy us, and to involve us 
in guilt and wickedness; — that his power and 
malice are restrained within certain limits, and 
controlled by the will of God; — in a word, that 
he is an enemy to God and man, and uses his 
utmost endeavours to rob God of his glory, and 
men of their souls." 

" What means evil spirits use to tempt us," says 
Archbishop Seeker, "we arenot distinctly informed: 
and it is great folly, either, on the one hand, to 
doubt of the reality of the fact, because we know 
not the manner; or, on the other, to entertain 
groundless imaginations, or believe idle stories, 
and ascribe more to evil spirits than we have any 
sufficient cause. For there is no religion in 
fevouring such fancies, or giving credit to such 
tales; and there hath frequently arisen a great 
deal of hurtful superstition from them. This we 
are sure of, and it is enough, that neither Satan 
nor all his angels have power, either to force any 
one of us into sin, or to hinder us from repenting, 
or, without God's especial leave, to do any one of 
us the least hurt in any other way. And we have 
no cause to think that leave to do hurt is ever 
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granted them, but on such extraordinary occasions 
as are mentioned in Scripture. They are indeed 
often permitted to entice us to sin, as we too often 
entice one another. But these enticements of 
evil spirits may be withstood by us, just as eiFect-» 
ually, and nearly by just the same methods, as 
those of evil men. ^^ Resist the devil, and he 
will flee from you. Draw nigh to God, and he 
will draw nigh to yoli.*' James iv. 7, 8. Unques- 
tionably our danger is the greater, as we have not 
only flesh and blood, our own bad inclinations, 
and the. allurements of other bad persons, to 
encounter, but the efforts of an invisible enemy 
likewise. And therefore it was great mercy in 
God to grant us the knowledge of this interesting 
and otherwise undiscoverable circumstance of our 
condition, that we may increase our watchfulness 
in proportion. And if we do, " Greater is he that 
is in us, than he that is in the world," 1 John 
ii. 44. ; and he " will not suffer us to be tempted 
above that we are able to bear," 1 Cor. x. 13. 

I will now represent to you, in the words of 
Bishop Wilson, the chief of those sins to which 
Satan tempts men, or what is meant by "the works 
of the devil." These sins are, says the Bishop, 
" first of all, to forsake the true and only God,— 
to trust in men's own selves, — aivd to feax «sA 
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worship other beings. This is called idolatry, 
and provokes God to give such persons up to a. 
mind void of judgment, to commit all iniquity 
"with greediness (Rom. i.). This is the sad case of 
all the nations of the world, 4¥ho worship not 
the true God : they are under the power of Satan, 
his angels, and his agents ; and so are you, until, 
through the favour and mercy of God, and in the 
proper exercise of feith and obedience, you are 
received into his church and iamUy. — Revenge, 
murder, [and other works of the flesh, which we 
shall hereafter consider,] are likewise sins which * 
Satan tempts men to commit. — Another sin 
which the devil tempts men to, is lying: he i$ 
" the father of lies," and would have all men like 
himself, because he knows what God has declared, 
that such as love and make lies shall have no 
inheritance in his kingdom. This you will con- 
sider and resolve against, as you hope for the 
fiivour of God. — There is another very dangerous 
error to which men are strongly tempted ; that is, 
to be proud, to have a high conceit of their own 
reason, wisdom, and ability to know and do what 
is good and best for themselves. Now, this pride 
and self-conceit take men off from their depend- 
ence upon God, his will and word, by which 
alone we can know what we mwat do tx> be saved,. 
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upon what terms God will pardon a sinner, and 
what will become of us when we die. Now, 
nothing can provoke God more than for us poor 
creatures to think that we want not his help, his grace, 
and light. — Lasdy, you must know that the devil 
hath his agents in every place. These are men of 
wicked lives and wicked principles : who make a 
mock of sin ; who fear not to blaspheme that Grod 
who can destroy both body and soul in hell. Now 
the Spirit of God hath assured us that "evil 
communications corrupt good manners,** (1 Cor. 
XV. 33.). Here then will be your trial ; and you 
ought to consider beforehand whether the plea- 
sure of such company shall prevail with you to 
neglect the counsel of God; which is, to avoid 
them as you would avoid your own destruction ; 
or whether you will run the hazard of being 
ruined for ever by conversing with such wicked 
persons.** 

To resolve against, and to endeavour to avoid 
these sins, in dependence upon Divine assistance, 
is to renounce the devil and his works. May 
you, my dear William, be enabled perseveringly 
to do so. 

The following are some of the passages of 
Scripture to which I would refer you on this sub- 
ject: — Matt. iv. 1 — 11.; 2 Cor. yv. 4t*\ ^.*^*% 
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EpL iL 2.; Matt, xm.39.; LukeviiL 12.; 2 Titiu 
iL 26. ; John xiii. 2. 27.; Acts v. 3. ; Eph. iv. 27. ; 
. Eph. vL 11.; James iv. 7.; 1 Peter v. 8, 9.; 
IJohniiLa Hence you may discern with what 
propriety the church prays, in the Liturgy, 
<< From the crafts and assaults of the devil, Good 
Lord, deliver us." 

You have renounced, secondly, <^the pomps 
and vanity of this wicked world," " with aU co- 
vetous desires of the same." " The world which 
God created," says Archbishop Seeker, ^^was 
good ; and so &r as it continues good, we renounce 
it not. Therefore, the innocent gratifications 
.which he hath provided for us in it, we ought not 
to condemn, but to partake of them with mode- 
ration and thankfulness ; the difference of ranks 
and stations, which is requisite for the due order of 
society, we ought to maintain with prudent humi-. 
lity ; and every one should take his proper part, 
as Providence directs him, in the various em- 
ployments which furnish to us the necessaries 
or conveniences of life. Labouring to procure 
such a competency for ourselves and ours, as wiU 
support us comfortably in our present condition, 
is what we are bound to. And ii^ by lawful means 
and reasonable care, we can r\&e Yi\^<eT) ^e may 
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allowably do it, and justly consider it as the pro- 
mised blessing of God upon our industry. In 
these respects, then, we do not renounce the world ; 
for in these it is not wicked. And we should 
not affect to detach ourselves too much from the 
state of things in which heaven hath placed us : 
but, ordinarily speaking, take our share (whatever 
it happen to be), and that contentedly, of such 
employments as contribute to the common good. 
If we do meet with difficult trials in our way, 
as they aret of God's choosing for us, we are not to 
fly from them improperly, but trust in him for 
ability to go through them well. And they who 
resolve to retire out of the reach of all such tempt- 
ations, seldom &il to run into more dangerous 
ones of their own creating. 

" We ought not, therefore, to shun what our 
Maker hath appointed us to engage in : but then 
we ought to engage in it only in such a manner as 
He hath appointed, and to recollect continually that 
we are of Gody and the whole world lieth in wicked' 
ness. (1 John v. 19») Not only the heathen world 
had its idolatrous pomps, or public spectacles, and 
its immoral vanities, which were peculiarly meant 
iu this renunciation at first, but that which calls 
itself Christian is full of things from which a true 
Christian must abstain. AU m^\Itio^ oJlXi^exsL^ 

G 
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powerful or popular, inconsistent with our inte- 
grity ; all arts of being agreeable, at the expense 
or hazard of our innocence; all ways of encroaching 
on the property of others, and all immoderate 
desires of adding to our own; all diversions, 
entertainments, and acquaintances, that have a 
tendency to hurt our morals or our piety ; making 
common practice the rule of our conduct, without 
considering whether it be right or wrong ; filling 
our time in such manner, either with business or 
amusements (be they ever so innocent in them- 
selves), as not to leave room for the main business 
of life, — the improvement of our hearts in virtue, 
the serious exercise of religion, and a principal 
attention to the great concerns of eternity : — these 
are the things in which consists that friendship 
with the world which .is " enmity with God," 
(James iv. 4.); and if any man love it thus, " the 
love of the Father is not in him." (1 John ii. 15.) 
Which then do you renounce, and which do you 
choose — the world, or the Maker of it? Surely 
you will adopt the Psalmist's words, " I cried unto 
thee, O Lord : I said, Thou art my refuge and my 
portion in the land of the living." (Rs. cxlii. 5.) 

In one word, my dear William, riches, honour, 

and pleasure are the things which die worid 

presents for our acceptance •, aad \>^ xenooucfing 
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the world, we promise to abstain from all unlawful 
methods of seeking these things, and all eager and 
immoderate desires after them ; and to keep even 
our lawful pursuits and our moderate desires in 
subordination to the supreme love of God. We 
must be on our guard against suffering even 
lawful occupations, and moderate or innocent 
pleasures, to engross our thoughts, afiections, and 
desires, and gradually to withdraw our attention 
and our hopes from higher objects. Let me 
request your attention to the following extracts 
from Wilberforce and Fenelon, concerning the 
love of wealth and reputation, the nature and use 
of innocent amusements, emd the right employment 
of time, — questions which, as you may perceive 
from the foregoing observations, bear directly upon 
the subject before us. 

" Credit and reputation, in the judgment of the 
true Christian," says Mr. Wilberforce, " stand on 
ground not very different from riches; which he 
is not to prize highly, or to desire and pursue with 
solicitude; but which, when they are allotted to 
him by the hand of Providence, he is to accept 
with thankfulness, and use with moderation; 
relinquishing them, when it becomes necessary, 
without a murmur; guarding most circiunspectly, 
so Jong as they remain with \am, a%idl\£^ i^^ 
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sensual and selfish temper, and no less against 
that pride and wantonness of heart, which they 
are too apt to produce and cherish: thus con- 
sidering them as in themselves acceptable, but, 
from the infirmity of his nature, highly dangerous, 
possessions ; and valuing them chiefly, not as in- 
struments of luxury or splendour, but as affording 
the means of honouring his heavenly benefactor* 
and lessening the miseries of mankind. 

" Christianity, be it remembered, proposes not 
to extinguish our natural desires, but to bring 
them under just control, and direct them to their 
true objects. In the case both of riches and of 
honour, she maintains the consistency of her cha^ 
racter. While she commands us not to set our 
hearts on earthly treasures, she reminds us that 
we have in heaven ' a better and more enduring 
substance' than this world can bestow; and, 
while she represses our solicitude respecting 
earthly credit, and moderates our attachment to 
it, she holds forth to us, and bids us habitually to 
aspire after, the splendours of that better state, 
where is true glory, and honour, and immortality; 
thus exciting in us a just ambition, suited to our 
high origin, and worthy of our large capacities, 
which the little, misplaced, and perishable dis- 
tlnctions of life would in vain aUern^t to satisfy." 
Concerning amusements^ tVie same auxhot xaaJ&a^ 
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the following remarks : — "Religion prohibits no 
amusement or gratification which is really innocent. 
The question, however, of its innocence must not 
be tried by the loose maxims of worldly morality, 
but by the spirit of the injunctions of the word of 
God ; and by the indulgence being conformable, 
or not conformable, to the genius'of Christianity, 
and to the tempers and dispositions of mind 
enjoined on its professors. There can be- no 
dispute respecting the true end of recreations. 
They are intended to refresh our exhausted bodily 
or mental powers, and to restore us, with reviewed 
vigour, to the more serious occupations of life. 
Whatever, tlierefore, fatigues either body or mind, 
instead of refreshing them, is not fitted to answer 
the designed purpose. Whatever consumes more 
time, or money, or thought, tlian it is expedient, 
(I might say, necessary,) to allot to mere amuse- 
ment, can hardly be approved by any one who 
considers these talents as precious deposits, for the 
expenditure of which he will have to give account. 
Whatever directly or indirectly must be likely to 
injure the welfare of a fellow-creature, can scarcely 
be a suitable recreation for a Christian, who is to 
*love his neighbour as himself;' or a very con- 
sistent diversion for any one, the business of whose 
life is to diffuse happiness.— 

G 3 
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"Yet rich and multiplied are the springs of 
innocent relaxation. The Christian relaxes in 
the temperate use of all the gifts of Providence. 
Imagination, and taste, and genius, and the 
beauties of creation, and the works of art, lie open 
to him. He relaxes in the feast of reason, in the 
intercourses of society, in the secrets of friendship, 
in the endearments of love, in the exercise of hope, 
of confidence, of joy, of gratitude, of universal good 
will, of all the benevolent and generous affections, 
which, by the gracious appointment of our Creator, 
while they disinterestedly intend only happiness 
to others, are most surely productive of peace and 
joy to ourselves." 

" When diversions are innocent in themselves," 
says Fenelon, " and we enter upon them with a 
due regard to the condition in which we are 
placed by Providence, then I think that we may 
enjoy them with moderation, and in the sight of 
God. Manners more reserved and harsh, less 
complaisant and frank, only serve to give a false 
idea of piety to the people of the world, who are 
already too much prejudiced against it, and who 
believe that we cannot serve God but by a melau'* 
choly and austere life. Let us go on our way in 
the simplicity of our hearts, with the peace and 
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joy that are the fruits of the Holy Spirit. Who- 
ever walks as in the presence of God in the most 
indifferent things, does not cease to do his will, 
although he may appear to do nothing of much 
importance. I believe that we are conforming to 
the divine order and the will of Providence, when 
we are doing even indifferent things that belong 
to our condition. — 

" What enlargement of heart do we experience 
when we act with this simplicity ! We walk like 
little children led by a tender parent, not fearing 
whither we may go, and with the same freedom 
and joy. When piety has its foundation entirely 
in the will of God, regarding neither fancy nor 
temperament, nor induced by an excessive zeal, 
how simple, and graceful, and lovely, are all its 
movements ! They who possess this piety appear 
much like others; they are without affectation, 
without austerity; they are social and easy, but 
still live in perpetual subjection to all their duties, 
and in an unceasing renunciation of. every thing 
that does not in some way belong to the divine 
order which always governs. In short, they live in 
the pure vision of God, sacrificing to him every 
irregular movement of nature. This is the, 
adoration in spirit and in truth that Jesus Christ 
has taught. All the rest is the mieie ceT^^s^ts^v^^^ 
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of religion ; the shadow, rather than the substance, 
of Christianity. 

" You ask by what means we can retain this 
purity of intention in our intercourse with the 
world, and while thus partaking of its pleasures ? 
We find it diflScult, you will say, to defend our- 
selves against the torrent of evil passions and bad 
examples among men, even when we place a 
continual guard upon ourselves. How, then, 
shall we hope to resist, if we expose ourselves so 
readily to its pleasures, which may contaminate, 
and must dissipate, the mind of the Christian ? 

" I acknowledge the danger, and I believe it 
even greater than it is said to be ; and I admit 
the necessity of great precaution against these 
snares: — and these are the safeguards that I 
would recommend — reading, prayer, and medi- 
tation upon the great truths of religion. Fix your 
thoughts upon some action or instruction of Jesus 
Christ ; and when you feel convinced of the truth 
which you have been considering, make a serious 
and particular application of it for the amendment 
of your defects. If you are faithful to retire, 
morning and evening, for the practice of this duty, 
you will find that it will serve as a counterpoise to 
the dangers that surround you. I say morning 
^nd evening, because the soul, like the body, 
^ust refresh itself at stated times, \ei\. \\. feiax. «xA 
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become exhausted in its commerce with the world. 
But we must be firm against temptations from 
without and from within, if we would observe 
those periods. We never need be so engrossed 
by external things, however good they may be, as 
to forget the wants of the soul. I am persuaded 
that, in following these simple rules, we shall 
insure an abundant blessing; we shall be in the 
midst of pleasures^ moderate, discreet, and self- 
possessed, without constraint, without affectation, 
and without the severity that gives pain to others. 
We shall be in the midst of these things as not 
being there ; and still preserving a cheerful and 
complaisant disposition, we shall then be all things 
to all men. 

" Should we feel at times disheartened and 
discouraged, a confiding thought, a simple move- 
ment of heart towards God, will renew our 
powers. Whatever he demand of us, he will 
give us at the moment the strength and the 
courage that we need. This is the daily bread 
for which we continually pray, and which will 
never be denied us; for our Father, far from 
forsaking us, waits only for our hearts to be 
opened, to pour into them the stream of his 
unfailing love." 

Respecting- the right ewiploj/ment of txme^ '^^^ 
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same writer, having reminded us of GaJ. vi. 10., 
" Let us do good while we have opportunity," and 
John ix. 4., " The night cometh, when no man 
can work," observes very justly : — " Time is 
given us to prepare for eternity, and eternity will 
not be too long for our regrets at the loss of time, 
if we have mis-spent it. Our lives, as well as our 
hearts, belong to God ; he has given them both 
for his service. We cannot always be doing a 
great work ; but we can always be doing some- 
thing that belongs to our condition. To be silent, 
to suffer, to pray when we cannot act, is accept- 
able to God. A disappointment, a contradiction, 
a harsh word received and endured as in his pre- 
sence, is worth more than a long prayer ; and we 
do not lose time if we bear its loss with gentleness 
and patience, provided the loss was inevitable, 
and was not occasioned by our own fault. 

" Then let us spend our days, redeeming the 
time, by quitting vain amusements, useless corre- 
spondences, those weak outpourings of the heart 
that are only modifications of self-love, and 
conversations that^dissipate the mind and lead to 
no good." 

Such, my dear William, are among the in- 
structions which I deem peculiarly valuable and 
important respecting your renunciation of the 



THE FLESH. 91 

world. For the authoritative voice of Scripture, 
let me refer you especially to the following 
passages : ^^ Rom. xii. 2. ; Eph. v. 11. ; Exod. 
xxiii. 2.; 2 Tim. ii. 19.; James iv. 14.; 1 John 
ii. 15, 16.; 1 John v. 19.; GaL i. 4. And hence 
you may discover how sincerely we ought to unite 
in that prayer of our church,- — " Lord, we beseech 
thee, grant thy people grace to withstand the 
temptations of the world, the flesh, and the devil ; 
and with pure hearts and minds to follow thee, the 
only God, through Jedus Christ our Lord.'* 

You have promised, thirdly, to renounce " the 
sinful lusts of the flesh ; " "that is," says Archbishop 
Seeker, " every imreasonable and forbidden gra- 
tification of any appetite or aversion that belongs 
to the humsun frame. Whatever inclination is 
truly primitive in* our nature may be innocently 
gratified, provided it be in a lawful manner, and 
in due subordination to the higher principles with- 
in tis ; but when these bounds are transgressedi 
there begins sin. All such indulgence, therefore, 
in eating or drinking, as obscures the reason of 
persons, inflames their passions, hurts their health, 
impairs their fortunes, or wastes their time; all 
sloth, indolence, and luxurious delicacy ; all wan- 
tonness, impurity, and indecency, m^ ^\\aX&N^x 
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tempts to it; these are renounced under this 
head : and not these only, but every other sin 
that hath its first rise within our hearts. For, in 
the language of religion, as the spirit signi- 
fieth the inward principle of all good, so doth the 
flesh that of all evil. Therefore, vanity and self- 
conceit, immoderate anger, ill-temper and hard- 
heartedness, repining at the good of others, or 
even at our own disadvantages ; in short, whatever 
disposition of our souls is dishonourable to God, 
prejudicial to our neighbour, or unreasonable in 
itself, falls under the same denomination with the 
afore-mentioned vices. For *the works of the 
flesh,' saith the Apostle, * are manifest, which are 
these; adultery, fornication, uncleanness, las- 
civiousness, idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, 
emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, envy- 
ings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such 
like ; of the which I tell you before, as I have also 
told you in time past, that they which do such 
things shall « not inherit the kingdom of God/ 
(Gal. V. 19 — 21.) * LfCt us therefore fear, lest, 
a promise being left us of entering into his rest, 
any of you should seem to come short of it.' 
(Heb. iv. 1.) And let us diligently examine our 
hearts, whether we use every proper method to 
^cleanse ourselves from all filtVvmesB of the flesh 
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and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.' 
(2 Cor. vii. 1.) '' 

As means of avoiding the sins which you have 
thus renounced, let me advise you especially to be 
on your guard against indolence and sloth, — to 
cultivate a tender conscience, and a continual 
sense of the divine presence, — and to decline 
the society of idle, dissolute, irreligious compa- 
nions, remembering that " evil communications 
corrupt good manners." "The devil," says a 
Spanish proverb, "tempts every man, but an 
idle man tempts the devil." " A life of idleness, 
indulgence, and self-love," says Bishop Wilson, " is 
a resignation of ourselves to every vice, except 
such as cannot be committed without trouble, and 
gives men entirely up to the power of the devil." 
Watch the beginnings of temptation, and accustom 
yourself to self-denial in little things. And while 
you avoid temptations, and watch, against evil 
habits, pray also for grace to deliver and preserve 
you. 

Concerning this renunciation of the sinful lusts 
of the flesh, consult, in a spirit of meekness and 
prayer, the following portions of holy Scrip- 
ture: — 1 Pet. ii. 11. ; James i. 15.; 1 John ii. 16.; 
Ps. Ixxxi. 12. ; 2 Tim. ii. 22. ; Titus ii. 12. ; 
1 Cor. X. 6.; Gal. v. 16. 24. •, 1 PeV. Vs-^- ^'Si., 
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indeed, does the church pray on behalf of in- 
fants at their baptism, ^^ Grant that all carnal 
affections may die in them, and that all things be- 
longing to the Spirit may live and grow in them ; " 
and well may every member of the church offer 
up the same prayer, without ceasing, on his own 
behalf. 

And now, my dear William, in reviewing those 
solemn acts of renunciation, which I have explained 
to you chiefly in the words of men far wiser and 
better than myself, I cannot but remember, that 
as you advance in life you will be beset by many, 
and perhaps rapidly increasing, temptations to 
fall into those sinful practices and habits against 
which you have thus declared war. There is no 
place in which you can reside, no situation in 
life which you may be called to occupy, in which 
you will not necessarily be exposed, more or less, 
to such temptations. Let me, then, in concluding 
this letter, request your attention to the following 
wise and pious observations which I have found 
in the writings of Fenelon : — 

" There are but two things that we can do 

against temptation. — The first is, to be faithful to 

the light within us, in avoiding all exposure to 

temptations, which we are at liberty to avoid. I 

say, all that we are at liberty to avoVd, because it 
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does not always depend upon ourselves whether 
we shall escape occasions of sin. Those that be- 
long to the situation in life in which Providence 
has placed us, are not under our control. — The 
other is, to turn our eyes to God in the moment 
of temptation, to throw ourselves immediately 
upon the protection of Heaven, as a child, when 
in danger, flies to the arms of its parent. 

" The habitual conviction of the presence of 
God is the sovereign remedy ; it supports, it con- 
soles, it calms us. We must not be surprised 
that we are tempted. We are placed here to be 
proved by temptation. Every thing is temptation 
to us. Crosses irritate our pride, and prosperity 
flatters it; our life is a continual warfare; but 
Jesus Christ takes part with us in the combat* 
We must let temptations, like a tempest, beat upon 
bur heads, and still move on ; like a traveller sur- 
prised on the way by a storm, who wraps his 
cloak about him, and goes on his journey in 
spite of the opposing elements. 

"In a certain sense, there is little to do in 
doing the will of God. Still it is true that it is a 
great work, because it must be without any re- 
serve. His Spirit enters the secret foldings of 
our hearts, and even the most upright affections, 
and the most necessary attada.mfexv\a,Tn»sX\i'^ x^- 
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gulated by his will ; but it is not the multitude of 
hard duties, it is not constraint and contention, 
that advances us in our Christian course. On 
the contrary, it is the yielding of our wills, with- 
out restriction and without choice, to tread cheer- 
fully every day in the path in which Providence 
leads us, to seek nothing, to be discouraged by 
nothing, to see our duty in the present moment, 
to trust all else without reserve to the will and 
power of God. Let us pray to our heavenly 
Father that our wills may be swallowed up in 
his." 

That you may profitably meditate upon these 
things, which are of great practical importance, 
and that you may be enabled to follow the advice 
of those pious writers whose words I have quoted 
in this letter, is, my dear William, the sincere 
wish and prayer of 

Your affectionate 

Godfather. 
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LETTER VI. 

on believing the articles of christian 

faith. study of^ the scriptures. a 

commentary on the apostles' creed. — 
nature of saying faith. 

My dear William, 
Another duty which you have undertaken is 
this : — ' to believe all the articles of the Christian 
faith. And this means, not merely that you assent 
to the truth of these articles, but that you seriously 
attend to them, and suffer them, by God's grace, 
to exert their due influence upon your feelings 
and conduct. 

" Faith," says Dr. Knox, in his book entitled 
Christian- Philosophy, " both begins and ends in 
virtue." — " The reason," says Dr. Clarke, " why 
faith (which is generally looked upon as an act of 
understanding, and so not In our power) in the 
New Testament is always insisted upon as a moral 
virtue, is, because faith, in the Scripture sense, is 
not barelj an acUof the uudet^\.Mv5M\%» \i>\iX -sa. 

H 
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mixed act of the will also, consisting very much 
in that simplicity and unprejudicedness of mind, 
which our Saviour calls receiving the kingdom of 
God as a little child ; in that freedom from guile 
and deceit, which was the character of Nathanael, 
an Israelite indeed; and in that teachkble dispo- 
sition and desire to know the will of God, for 
which the Bereans are^so highly commended, 
who ^ searched the Scriptures daily, whether these 
things were so.' " 

The Holy Scriptures, my dear WiDiam, as you 
well know, are the great record of all the arti- 
cles of the Christian faith. And here let me take 
an opportunity of earnestly recommending to you 
a constant, diligent, and devout study of the 
sacred Volume, as being at once a solemn duty, 
and an inestimable privilege, of your condition. 
** All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, 
and is profitable for doctrine, for reprooi^ for cor- 
rection, for instruction in righteousness; that 
the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly fur- 
nished unto all good works." (2 Tim. iii. 16, 17.) 
The Holy Scriptures are "able to make thee 
wise unto salvation, through &ith which is in 
Christ Jesus" (15.) ; and they contain the word 
of God's grace, " which is able to build you up, 
and to give you an inheritance amoi\g all tbem 
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which are sanctified." (Acts xx. 32). The duty 
of " searching the Scriptures " is expressly en- 
joined upon us in the sacred Volume itself; while 
the advantages of the study are strikingly dis- 
played. See, especially, John v. 39. ; Col. iii. 16. ; 
Isa/viii. 20,; 1 Pet.ii. 2.; John xx. 31.; Psalm 
xix. 7 — 11.; and cxix. 9. 103, 104. 

Our celebrated philosopher, John Locke, when 
he was consulted respecting the best way for a 
young man to obtain a knowledge of the Christian 
religion, replied, " Let him study the Holy 
Scriptures, especially the New Testament; therein 
are contained the words of eternal life. It hath 
God for its author; salvation for its end; and 
truth, without any mixture of error, for its matter." 

* 

And the learned Salmasius, when near his death, 
is said to have declared, that if he had one year 
more to live, he would spend it in reading David's 
Psalms and Paul's Epistles. It may be needless, 
perhaps, to multiply human recommendations of 
a duty which, as I have already said, is enjoined 
by divine authority. But let me, at least, call 
your attention to the language of our venerable 
book of Homilies upon this subject > 

" Unto a Christian man there can be nothing 
either more necessary or profitable than the know- 
ledgfe of Holy Scripture, forasm\ie\v as. m\X.\^^wN.« 
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tained God's true word, setting forth his glory, and 
also man's duty. And there is no truth oi* doc- 
trine necessary for our justification and everlasting 
salvation, but is, or may be, drawn out of that 
fountain and well of truth. Therefore, as many as 
be desirous to enter into the right and perfect 
way unto God must apply their minds to know 
Holy Scripture; without the which, they can 
neither sufficiently know God and his will, neither 
their office and duty. And as drink is pleasant 
to them that be dry, and meat to them that be 
hungry ; so is the hearing, reading, searching, and 
studying of Holy Scripture, to them that be 
desirous to know God, or themselves, or to do his 
will. — , 

" The words of Holy Scripture be called words 
of everlasting life : for they be God's instrument, 
ordained for the same purpose. They have power 
to turn through God's promise, and they be 
effectual through God's assistance, and (being re- 
ceived in a faithful heart) they have ever an hea- 
venly spiritual working in them .... This :wrord 
whosoever is diligent to read, and in his heart to 
print that he readeth, the great affection to the 
transitory things of this world shall be minished 
in him, and the great desire of heavenly things 
(that be therein promised of God\ ^hall increase 
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in him. And there is nothing that so much 
strengtheneth our faith and trust in God ; that so 
much keepeth up innoceney and pureness of the 
heart, and also of outward godly life and con- 
versation, as continual reading and recording of 
God's word. — 

" Let us be glad to receive this precious gift of 
our heavenly Father ; let us hear, read, and know 
these holy rules, injunctions, and statutes of our 
Christian religion, upon which we have made 
profession to God at our baptism ; let us with 
fear and reverence lay up in the chest of our 
hearts these necessary and fruitful lessons ; let us, 
night and day, muse and have meditation and con- 
templation in them ; let us stay quiet, and cer- 
tify our consciences, with the most infallible 
certainty, truth, and perpetual assurance of them ; 
let us pray to God (the only author of tliese 
heavenly studies) that we may speak, think, be- 
lieve, live, and depart hence, according to the 
wholesome doctrine and verities of them. And 
by that means, in this world we shall have God's 
defence, favour, and grace, with the unspeakable 
solace of peace and quietness of conscience; and 
after this miserable life we shall enjoy the endless 
bliss and glory of heaven." 

Do not be discouraged, m^ deax "^"^^assv^V^ 
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any difficulties which you may find, or suppose to 
exist, in Holy Scripture. If you study the records 
of divine truth with humility of mind, and for the 
purpose of personal edification, you will find 
enough that is plain, intelligible, and profitable 
to your mind; and nothing that ought to dis- 
courage or perplex you. " Concerning the hard- 
ness of Scripture," says the homily already quoted^ 
'^ he that is so weak that he is not able to brook 
strong meat, yiet he may suck the sweet and ten- 
der milk, and defer the rest until he wax stronger, 
and come to more knowledge. For God re- 
ceiveth the learned and unlearned, and cast- 
eth away none, but is indifferent unto all. And 
the Scripture is fiill, as well of low valleys, plain 
ways, and easy for every man to use and to walk 
in, as also of high hills and mountains, which few 
men can climb unto. — And those things in 
the Scriptures that be plain to understand, and 
necessary for salvation, every man's duty is to 
learn them, to print them in memory, and effect- 
ually to exercise them ; and as for the dark mys- 
teries, to be contented to be ignorant in them 
until such time as it shall please God to open 
those things unto him." 

" Holy Scriptures," says Bishop Wilson, " are 
an adorable mixture of clearness and obscurity, 
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which enlighten and humble the children of God^ 
and jblind and harden those of this world. The 
light proceeds from God, and blindness from the 
creature." — " Those passages," says Mr. Boyle^ 
" that are so obscure as to teach us nothing else, 
may at least teach us humility." — " And if you be 
afraid to fall into error by reading of Holy Scrip- 
ture," says our Homily, " I shall show you how 
you may read without danger of error. Read it 
humbly, with a meek and lowly heart, to the intent 
you may glorify God, and not yourself, with the 
knowledge of it : and read it not without daily 
praying to God that he would direct your reading 
to good effect; and take upon you to expound 
it no further than you can plainly understand 
it. For, as St. Augustin saith, the knowledge 
of Holy Scripture is a great, large, and high 
place ; but the door is very low, so that the high 
and arrogant man cannot run in ; but he must 
stoop low, and humble himself, that shall enter 
into it. Presumption and arrogancy are the 
mother of all error ; and humility needeth to fear 
no error." 

Let me then affectionately entreat you, my 
dear William, to attend to the plain dictates 
of Christian principle concerning the profitable 

H 4 
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stgiidy of Scripture. Consult the sacred records 
idth a sincere desire of obtaining spiritual benefit ; 
*— with great reverence and seriousness of mind, 
united with a sentiment of affection and esteem ; 
— with deep humility, and entire confidence in 
the truth and wisdom of the lessons you receive ; — 
with candour and impartiality, not merely for the 
purpose of establishing your previous opinions; 
and without undue attachment to any particular 
portions of the sacred Volume in preference to 
others; — with the constant habit of an honest 
application of its truths to your own self and 
circumstances; — and, above all, in dependence 
upon the teaching of the Holy Spirit, and in the 
humble and diligent exercise of prayer. 

" For though the Scriptures themselves are 
written by the Spirit of God,'' says Bishop Jeremy 
Taylor, " yet they are written within and without ; 
and, besides the light that shines upon the face of 
them, unless there be a light shining within our 
hearts, unfolding the leaves, and interpreting the 
mysterious sense of the Spirit, convincing our 
consciences, and preaching to our hearts, — to 
look for Christ in the leaves of the Gospel, is to 
look for the living among the dead. There is a 
life in them; but that life is, according to St 
Paxil's expression^ * hid with Christ in God ; ' 
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and unless the Spirit of Christ draw it forth, we 
shall not be able." 

Seek always, my dear William, "the rays of 
that pure light which can at once pervade the 
understanding and shine into the heart, — can 
disclose to you the meaning, and impress you 
with the power, of the truths of Revelation, — can 
quicken your perception of duty, inspire you with 
reverence and admiration of God's dealings re- 
corded in his word, more especially the great 
work of our incarnate, suffering, and glorified 
Redeemer, — and, above all, can impart to you 
the will and ability to practise the lessons you may 
learn, and faithfully to serve that glorious Being 
whose will and whose ways are made known to 
you." 

It does not fall within my present plan to 
furnish you with any analysis or general outline 
of the contents of Scripture. And I wish you to 
make yourself acquainted with the sacred text 
itself, rather than with any compendium. The 
church, however, has collected the leading 
doctrines of Revelation into a summary which we 
call the Apostles' Creed; and I think that the 
following explanation of these Articles of Christian 
Faith, hy Bishop Wilson, may ^erv^ «^ ^ \i&^l»S. 
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guide to your meditations, or help to your 
memory. And you cannot have forgotten that I 
have already given you a very particular account 
of two of the leading articles of our faith, upon 
which, in fact, all the others rest ; — namely, those 
which relate to the atonement of Christ, and the 
gift of the Holy Ghost, from which we receive, by 
faith, the justification of our persons, and the sanc- 
tification of our souls. 

" Remember, then," says the Bishop, " that to 
believe in God is, not only to profess that there is 
such a glorious Being, who made the world and 
all things in it ; but also to believe whatever he 
hath made known to us, either concerning him- 
self, or the duties we owe to him, ourselves, and 
others; which is all contained in the Holy 
Scriptures, written by the inspiration of God, who 
can neither be deceived, nor deceive us. Now, in 
these Scriptures, he hath made known to us that 
he never left himself without witness, (Acts xiv. 17.), 
but hath given sufficient proofs of his almighty 
power, wisdom, justice, goodness, and truth, in all 
ages of the world. He hath made known to us, 
that by his almighty power he created the world 
and all things in it; — and that, by his most 
wonderful wisdom he has governed and preserved 
Jt ever since it was made ; —that he is the author 



THE CHRISTIAN FAITH. 107 

of our being, and of all the good we do or ever 
can enjoy; — that he is perfectly holy, and re- 
quires all his servants to be holy ; — r that he sees 
us, wherever we are and whatever we do; so that if 
we pray to him, we are sure to be heard ; if we 
sin, we are sure to be punished ; foi^ his power 
is mighty to reward his faithful servants, and to 
piinish the disobedient; — that he is just in all his 
ways; commandeth nothing but what is for the 
good of his creatures, and never punisheth but 
when they truly deserve his displeasure; — that he 
is long-suffering, and ready to receive all that are 
sensible of their misery ; — and that he is a faith- 
ful God ; whatever he has promised will certainly 
be performed; whatever he has threatened will 
surely come to pass ; , for he govemeth all things, 
both in heaven and earth, and nothing is too 
hard for him that he thinks fit to do. Now, the 
belief of these truths is necessary to give us such 
worthy thoughts of the great and glorious God as 
may humble us in our own eyes, and make us 
fearful of offending, and glad to please one who 
has power to reward or punish such as please or 
offend him. On the other hand, we shall be dis- 
posed to love him above all things, because we 
believe him to be the giver of all the good we 
either enjoy or hope for. And Vve \v«Nm% ^as^^a 
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known to us that his eyes are in every place, 
beholding the evil and the good, (Prov. xv. 3.), 
and that from him no secrets are hid, this consider- 
ation is proper to make us careful of our words 
and actions, and afraid of doing or saying any 
thing which may displease so great and holy a 
Being. And as for his justice, we have the 
greatest reason to fear it; because he has, in the 
Holy Scriptures, made known to us many dreadful 
examples of his displeasure against those who had 
no regard to reason, or his commands ; by which 
we learn what we must expect, if we provoke him 
by our sins. Lastly, when we see, as we find it 
in his word, that this great God has been so good 
as to spare men, even when they have deserved 
punishment, we are here powerfully led to adore 
and admire his goodness and patience, which doth, 
or ought to, lead men to repentance. 

" God is called the Father^ because he is the 
jnaker and preserver of all creatures, which, with 
the care and affection of a father, he watches over 
continually. He is the Father of man, because he 
created him after his own image; because he 
teacheth man knowledge ; corrects him when he 
does amiss ; and rewards him when he does well. 

" If you indeed believe this, you will take your 
leather's word for what he proiiuse\h \ \i^ ^l<?aaed 
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with what he ordereth; cast all your care upon 
upon him, ' for he careth for you ' (1 Pet. v. 7.) ; 
you will never abuse his goodness and long-suffer- 
ing; for though he hath the compassion of a 
father, yet, if his children are obstinately dis- 
obedient, he is a God terrible in judgment. In 
all your afflictions you will have this comfort, — it 
is good for a man to be in trouble, (Ps. cxix. 71.), 
and to bear chastening, if it so seemeth good to 
his all-wise and gracious Father ; not for his own 
pleasure, but our profit, as it may make us par- 
takers of his holiness, and yield the peaceable fruit 
of righteousness to them that are exercised thereby. 
(Heb. :j^ii. 5.) Lastly, if God is your Father, 
your inheritance is, in heaven ; which you ought 
frequently and seriously to think of, that * where 
your treasure is, there your heart be also.* 
(Matt. vi. 21.) 

" After the first parents of mankind had lost 
their Maker's favour by their disobedience, and 
brought sin, misery, and death into the world, 
God, in great pity, promised them a Saviour, one 
who would satisfy his justice for the dishonour 
done to him by their sins, and would restrain the 
power of that evil spirit which had tempted them 
to so great a sin. Now, this promised Saviour is 
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the very person in whom we Christians profess to 
believe when we say, ^ And in Jesus Christy his 
only begotten Son, our Lord/ 

" He is the Son of the Most High God ; his true, 
and proper, his only-begotten, and dearly beloved 
Son. Surely, said God himself, ^they will re- 
verence my Son.' And have not . men all the 
reason in the world to reverence and obey him, 
since, for us men, and for our salvation, he came 
down from heaven, to redeem us, to suffer for our 
sins, to declare to us his Father's readiness to pardon 
sinners, and to put us in the way of salviation ? — In 
the next place,, we receive Jesus Christ for our Lord; 
we are therefore no longer our own masters, but we 
are to do what he hath commanded ; nor must we 
pretend to serve two masters, that is, our Lord 
and our own corrupt inclinations. Our Lord is 
the Son of God, and as such has all power given 
him in heaven and in earth ; he is therefore able 
to defend us in all assaults of our enemies ; nor 
need we fear the power of any adversaries to our 
souls. He was made man; he knows therefore 
the temptations, the weaknesses, the miseries, we 
are subject to, and will pity us, being as willing 
as he is able to help us in all our distress when 
we call upon him. By his being obliged to suffer 
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death in the place of sinners, we learn how sad 
the condition of mankind was, since the justice of 
God would not be satisfied with a less sacrifice* 
By this also we see the dreadful nature of sin, 
how displeasing it is to God, and what punishment 
it must have, if it be not repented of. But then, 
for our comfort, we have this assurance, that though 
our sins be never so great, they cannot be greater 
than the price the Son of God has paid for our 
pardon, if we do repent and return to our duty. 
By the resurrection of Christ, and his ascension 
into heaven, our belief in him is confirmed beyond 
any doubt; and he having all power with God 
(for that is the meaning of sitting at his right 
hand), he is able to do for us more than we can 
ask or think. You believe that he died, was 
buried, and rose the third day fi-om the dead. 
Then you are sure that God can raise the dead ; 
and therefore we hope both for ourselves and 
friends, that we shall live again, — for * them that 
sleep in Jesus shall God bring with him.* ( 1 Thess. 
iv. 14.) If God raised Christ from the dead, 
then are we most sure that whatever he taught 
was true; whatever he promised will be per- 
formed; whatever he threatened will come to 
pass ; otherwise God would not have raised him 
from death to life, for that wouidL \vaN^\sftecw\a 



fjioQeive l;u3 creatures. But, further, the belief of 
hk return from heaven, to judge the world ill 
righteousness, is a most powerful motive to awaken 
Christians, and to oblige them to endeavour to live 
according to their profession and belief, that their 
sins may not rise up in judgment against them at 
the great day of account 

" Before Jesus Christ ascended into heaven, he 
promised his disciples to send another divine 
person, the Holy Ghosty to supply his place and 
presence with them. Accordingly, this Holy 
Spirit descended upon them in a most wonderful 
manner, and enabled them to speak all languages, 
as also to remember the truths which Christ had 
taught, and all the works which he had done, and 
to write them truly for the benefit of mankind. 
He also assisted and directed the apostles of Christ 
to lay the foundation of the society of Christians 
which are now spread over the whole earth, and 
are called the Holy Catholic Church. 

" Remember that the Holy Ghost is he, to whom, 
with the Father and the Son, all Christians are 
dedicated in baptism ; that it is this Holy Spirit 
who is to fit men for heaven and happiness ; which 
he does by convincing all such as are disposed for 
eternal life, and will attend to his holy motionS). 
— by convincing them that they aiesvivners; that. 
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as such, they stand in need of a Redeemer ; as alsb 
by putting into their hearts the fear of God, a love 
for his laws, and a serious concern for their souk ; 
by restraining them from evil, and changing their 
dispositions from evil to good. 
. " Whenever we speak of the Catholic (i. e. uni- 
versal) Churchy we mean, by these words, the 
whole multitude of Christians throughout the 
world, that profess the common faith, and enjoy 
the administration of the word and sacraments. 
All these people, wherever they live, or by what 
name soever they call themselves, make up together 
that one body of Christ which we call the Catholic 
Church. — The Church is called holy, because 
every member of that society obliges himself, by 
the gracious assistance of Crod's Holy Spirit, to be 
holy. He that is not so, or does not immediately 
repent, and become such, is but a rotten member, 
and is in danger of being cut off. 

" As to the Communion of the Saints ; — as 
every person owes something to the society of 
which he is a member, so especially, in the society 
of Christians, every one is bound by the law of the 
Gospel to use the talents and advantages which 
God has given him, whether of knowledge and 
learning, of power, or riches, or grace, for the 

1 
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good of the whole body; to pray for them; to 
assist those that are in want; to instruct the 
ignorant, and them that are out of the way ; and 
to study the things that make for peace, and for 
mutual edification." 

The late Rev, Mr. Robinson, of Leicester, in an. 
excellent Address to young persons about to be 
Confirmed, gives a very good account of the arti- 
cles of the Christian faith, with reference to the 
brief summary of the Apostles^ Creed contained in 
our Catechism. I transcribe the passage for your 
use, with the alteration of only one word, for which 
I am willing to hold myself, together with the com- 
pilers of the Catechism, responsible : — 

" It is observed in our Catechism, that we chiefly 
learn from the Creed to believe in the three 
Persons of the Holy Trinity, as each bearing a 
distinct office in the work of our Redemption. 
Oh that all the professing members of our Church 
were truly stedfast in this faith ! 

" You promise ' to believe in God the Father :' — 
to believe in Him, as the God of nature, provi- 
dence, and grace; as the Almighty Creator of 
all things visible and invisible; as the gracious 
Author, Giver, and Preserver of our being, and of 
all that we possess ; as the all-wise and sovereign 
'^poser of ail events ; as a God o? laolvaes^ %sA 
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justice, who must hate all iniquity, — and will 
punish it ; — yet as a God of mercy, who has taken 
pity upon man in a state of ruin, contriving, and 
in the fulness of time accomplishing, the scheme 
of our salvation, to the astonishment of earth and 
heaven, and thus becoming the God and Father 
of those who return to him through Jesus Christ. 
— Thus to believe in God, you must be suitably 
affected towards him ; and then your faith will en- 
gage you to live as convinced that there is a God ; 
to pay him due homage, love, and obedience ; to 
delight in his service ; to honour him as a Father ; 
to put your whole trust in him ; to be patiently 
resigned to all his dispensations; to adore him 
for His mercy, to embrace his offers of salvation 
in Jesus Christ, and to devote yourselves entirely ' 
to Him from whom you have received your all. 

" You promise ' to believe in God the Son :' — 
to believe in him as undertaking to redeem a lost 
world, volunt^ily laying aside his glory, which he 
had with the Father from all eternity, assuming 
our nature, and therein fulfilling all righteousness 
for us ; offering up himself as a sacrifice to God 
for our sins, that we might have redemption 
through his blood; subduing our spiritual ene- 
nvies; rising as a mighty Conqueror from the 
grave, and opening the kmgdota ciX.\\^'aN^w\s^ ^3^ 

1 2 
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believers; there taking his seat at the right hand 
of the Majesty on high, and now reigning as the 
glorious head of the Church, till he shall at length 
appear as the Judge of quick and dead, and all 
mankind shall be summoned at his bar to receive 
from him their final and everlasting doom.— 
What important things are these ! A firm per- 
suasion of them must, under Go'd's blessing, have 
an abiding and sanctifying influence upon the 
mind. But this implies much more than an hisr 
torical notion of what Jesus Christ has done and 
suffered. You may receive the gospel account of 
his life, just as you would any conmion history, 
without the least degree of that faith by which 
alone you can be justified. For, * to believe in 
God the Son,' as the Saviour of the world, you 
must see and feel yoqr need of him ; be persuaded 
of his power and willingness to save you ; submit 
to him in his offices of Prophet, Priest, and King ; 
renounce every other dependence, and trust to 
him for wisdom, righteousness, and strength ; you 
must be mindful of the account you are to give 
before him, and therefore be continually waiting 
and preparing for his coming. — Oh lift: up your 
prayer, * Lord, evermore give me this faith, and 
help mine unbelief! ' 
^^ You promise also, * to believe m God \5aft'Hol>j 
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Ghost,' as the Sanctifier of ' all the elect people 
of God.' Now, consider what the Scripture re- 
veals concerning this Divine Agent, and his office 
in the work of redemption, that you may form 
suitable conceptions of liim, and pay him the 
honour due unto his name. 

" He is represented as the object of our adorar 
tion; as speaking to us by the Prophets and 
Apostles; as the Fountain of all holiness, and the 
Giver of all spiritual grace; as convincing the world 
of sin, and thus leading them to the knowledge of 
the faith of Christ ; as the Giver of spiritual life, 
renewing the souls of sinners, subduing their 
corruptions, and implanting in them every good 
disposition ; the God of comfort and consolation 
to believers; the Spirit of adoption, witnessing 
with their spirits that they are the children of God, 
and enabling them to cry, * Abba, Father ; ' thus 
preparing them for heaven, and giving them a 
foretaste of it here upon earth. * To believe in 
God the Holy Ghost,' then, you must be sensible 
that you are by nature blind and corrupt, and 
helpless, and miserable ; and must apply to him 
for that light, and grace, and comfort, which he 
waits to bestow. You must pray to him to vouch^ 
safe to be your Teacher, your Guide, and your 
Comforter. Think it not eivow^ XoV^ \»xy^px.>s^ 

1 8 
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y6ur parents to say, *I believe these things;? 

4fut i^ek unto God for that true and justifying 

&ith which will purify your hearts, and engage 

lyou to a life of holy obedience." 

'•' Let me complete these remarks on the articles 

of the Christian faith, and the nature and duty of 

a right belief, by a quotation from one of our 

homilies, entitled, A Declaration of the true, 

living, and Christian Faith. And let me commend 

these words to your serious attention, as containing 

a full explanation of what Scripture means by faith 

that justifies and saves ; and as worthy of being 

attentively read and^ considered, if you should at 

any time be perplexed in your own mind, or be 

a witness to the disputes of men, concerning the 

real sense of that blessed declaration, " Believe 

in the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be 

saved." 

" There is one faith, which, in Scripture, is called 
a dead faith, which bringeth forth no good works, 
but is idle, barren, and unfruitful. — An^ this faith 
is a persuasion and belief in man's heart, whereby 
he knoweth that there is a God, and agreeth unto 
all truths of God's most holy word, contained in 
the Holy Scriptures. So that it consisteth only 
in believing in the word of God, that it is true. 
And this is not properly called faVlVi. ^uv, ^ Vve 



that teadeth Caesar's Commentaiy, heliQvmgr.tkfi 
same to be true, hath thereby a knowledge ncf 
Caesar's life and notable acts, because he believ^tli 
the history of Cajsar; yet it b not properly sai^ 
that he believeth in Caesar, of whom he looketh 
for no help nor benefit. Even so, he that ber 
lieveth all that is spoken of God in the Bible is 
true, and yet liveth so ungodlily that he canndt 
look to enjoy the promises and benefits of God ; 
yet it is not properly said that he believeth in God, 
or hath such a faith and trust in God, whereby he 
may surely look for grace, mercy, and everlasting 
life at God's hand, but rather for indignation and 
punishment, according to the merits of his wicked 
Ufe." 

" For the very sure and lively Christian faith is, 
aot only to believe all things of God which are 
contained in Holy Scriptures, but also is an earnest 
,:rust and confidence in God that he doth regard 
us, and that he is careful over us, as the father is 
over the child whom he doth love, and that he 
will be merciful unto us for his only Son's sake, and 
that we have our Saviour Christ our perpetual 
advocate and priest, in whose only merits, obla- 
tion, and suffering we do trust that our offences 
be continually washed and purged, whensoever 
we, repenting truly, do letvx^ii \a \iv\si ^^r^:^ ^scis. 

1 4 
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whole heart, steadfastly determining with ourselves, 
through his grace, to obey and serve him in keep- 
ing his commandments, and never to turn back 
again to sin. Such is the true faith that the 
Scripture doth so much commend; the which, 
when it seeth and considereth what God hath 
done for us, is also moved, through continual as- 
sistance of the Spirit of Grod, to serve and please 
him, to keep his favour, to fear his displeasure, to 
continue his obedient children, showing thank- 
fulness again by observing or keeping his com- 
mandments, and that freely, for true love chiefly, 
and not for dread of punishment, or love of tem- 
poral reward, considering how clearly, without 
deservings, we have received his mercy and pardon 
freely." 

May you, my dear William, thus "believe 
with the heart unto righteousness;" may yoi 
have all "peace and joy in believing;" and maj 
every " trial of your faith, being much more pre- 
cious than of gold that perisheth," be found, by 
God's grace, " unto praise, and honour, and glory 
at the appearing of Jesus Christ" 

So prays 

Your affectionate 

Godfather. 
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LETTER VII. 
on keeping the commandments of god. 

My dear William, 
The third and concluding portion of your bap- 
tismal promise was this ; — that you would " obe- 
diently keep Grod's holy will and commandments, 
and walk in the same all the days of your life." 
It is your privilege and duty, in accordance with 
this promise, to regulate your life, — your thoughts, 
words, and actions, — according to the known will 
of God ; — to do what you know and feel to be 
good or right, as unto God, and not untp men. 

" I apprehend the essential practical charac- 
teristic of true Christians,*' says Mr. Wilberforce, 
" to be this ; that, relying on the promises to re- 
penting sinners of acceptance through the Re- 
deemer, they have renounced and abjured all other 
masters, and have cordially and unreservedly de- 
voted themselves to God. This is, indeed, the 
verj figure which baptism AaSV^ T€\yt^sfc\iX&\s^^^a. 
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like the father of Hannibal, we there bring our 
in&nt to the altar, we consecrate him to the ser^ 
vice of his proper owner, and vow, in his name, 
eternal hostilities against all the enemies of his 
salvation. After the same manner. Christians are 
become the sworn enemies of sin; they will 
henceforth hold no parley with it, they will allow 
it in no shape, they will admit it to no compo- 
sition ; the war which they liave denounced against 
it is cordial, universal, irreconcilable. 

" But this is not all. It is now their deter- 
mined purpose to yield themselves without reserve 
to the reasonable service of their rightful sovereign. 
*They are not their own:' — their bodily and 
mental faculties, their natural and acquired endow- 
ments, their substance, their authority, their time, 
their influence; all these they consider as belonging 
to them not for their own gratification, but to be 
employed as so many v instruments to be conse- 
crated to the honour of God, and employed in his 
service. This is the master principle to which 
every other must be subordinate. Whatever may 
have been hitherto their ruling passion, whatever 
hitherto their leading pursuit, whether sensual or 
intellectual, whether of science, of taste, of ^cy, 
or of feeling, it must now possess but a secondary 
place; or ratber^ (to speak mote coTx©cd^\, it 
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must exist only at the pleasure of its true and 
legitimate superior, and be put altogether under 
jits direction and control. 

" Thus it is the prerogative of Christianity * to 
bring into captivity every thought to the obedience 
of Christ.' They who really feel its power, are 
resolved ' to live no longer to themselves,' but to 
*him that died for them:' they know indeed 
their own infirmities ; they know that the way on 
which they have entered is strait and difficult, but 
they know, too, the encouraging assurance, * They 
who wait on the Lord shall renew their strength :' 
and, relying on this animating declaration, they 
deliberately purpose that, so far as they may be 
able, the grand governing maxim of their future 
lives shall be to Mo all to the glory of God.' 

"Behold here the seminal principle which 
contains within it, as in an embryo state, the 
rudiments of all true virtue ; which, striking deep 
its roots, though feeble, perhaps, and lowly in its 
beginnings, yet silently progressive, and almost 
insensibly maturing, will shortly, even in the bleak 
and churlish temperature of this world, lift up its 
head and spread abroad its branches, bearing 
abundant fruits; precious fruits of refreshment 
and consolation, of which the boasted products of 
philosophy are but sickly \ia\\2X\o\v%^ ^^^.^ 'c^ 
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fn^ance and of flavour. At length it $hall be 
transplanted into its native region, and enjoy a 
more genial climate, and^ a kindlier soil ; and^ 
bursting forth into full luxuriance, with unfading 
bi^uty and unexhausted odours, shall flourish for 
ever in the paradise of God. 

" But while the servants of Christ continue in 
this life, glorious as is the issue of their labours, 
they receive but too many humiliating memorials 
of their remaining imperfections, and they daily 
find reason to confess that they cannot do the things 
that they would. Their determination, however, 
is still unshaken, and it is the fixed desire of their 
hearts to improve in all holiness. 

" A difference in natural disposition, in the cir- 
cumstances of the past life, and in numberless other 
particulars, may occasion a great difference in the 
predominant tempers of different Christians. In 
one the love, in another the fear, of God may have 
the ascendancy ; trust in one, and in another gra- 
titude ; but, in greater or less degrees, a cordial 
complacency in the sovereignty of the divine Being, 
an exalted sense of his perfections, a grateful 
impression of his goodness, and an humble hope 
of his favour, are common to them all. Common, 
•^— the determination to devote themselves, without 
exceptions, to the service and gVorj o? Oodi. 



G)inmon9 — the desire of holiness and of eoati»iA$] 
progress towards perfection. Common,T- a?> 
abasing consciousness of their own unwortliin^ss5 
and of their many remaining infirmities, which 
interpose so often to corrupt the simplicity of their 
intentions, to thwart the execution of their purer 
purposes, and frustrate the resolutions of their 
better hours." 

The Catechism presents you with an excellent 
summary of Christian duties, in its answers to 
the questions. What is thy duty towards God? 
and, What is thy duty towards thy neighbour? 
in which our church undertakes to point out what 
is chiefly. to be learnt from the Ten Command- 
ments. It is clearly impossible for either the 
church, or myself, to go into minute particulars 
on this head. Whatever, on any particular occasion^ 
may be the dictates of an enlightened conscience, 
— that is, of an honest mind which attends to all 
the precepts and promises of God's word, — that 
is then your duty. Let me remind you of the 
exhortation which I have already given you con- 
cerning the habitual, devout, study and application 
of Scripture ; and let me recommend you, at 
present, to compare with God's word that portion 
of the Catechism which I have just mentioned^ 
aad to consider the meanmg axv^. «:5^<ia5ctfsck ^ 



itir -vai^ious branches according to your own under- 
(ftteildlng and experience. 

• ■■! will add, in explanation, one choice passage 
from the writings of Bishop Wilson. 

' " Be assured of this, — that neither the reason- 
ableness of any duty, nor the baseness of any sin, 
nor any other consideration, can enable you to do 
what is good and well-pleasing to God, or to avoid 
what is evil, but only his grace, and that good 
Spirit to which you were dedicated at your 
baptism. To Him you must apply for light to 
see your duty, and for strength to perform it ; and 
to Him you must give all the glory. ' 

•* I would not advise you to make the lives and 
actions of other people altogether a pattern to 
follow ; but always rather have an eye to what you 
believe will please or displease God, and what 
you know he has commanded or forbidden; 
although good and bad Christians may, for the 
most part, be known by the lives they lead, as a 
tree is known by its fruit. 

** When, therefore, you see men pay a great 
regard to God and his laws, honouring his holy 
name, and his word, and every thing belonging 
to him ; when you see them just, and kind, and 
merciful, and not given to revenge, but ready to 
Argive, and jiVe, and love, as \>ecoTtv^^ ^^ 
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followers of Christ; when you see them temperate 
and chaste, modest and humble, and dealing with 
others as they themselves would be dealt with ; 
you will have reason to take them for good 
Christians, if you are convinced that they do 
these things out of love and obedience to God) 
and as the fruit of faith in the Lord Jesus Christ* 
On the other hand, if you see among those who 
call themselves Christians, such as make no cour 
science of their ways, but lead careless, idlei 
useless, or disorderly lives, — exceedingly fond .of 
the world and its vanities, — and striving to be rich 
and great, at any rate ; — if you see any that live 
in adultery or fornication, or that are drunkards, 
spendthrifts, covetous, or oppressors ; — if you see 
parents unconcerned for their children's eternal 
welfare, — husbands or wives forgetting or break- 
ing their marriage vows, — masters knd servants 
acting in the course of their behaviour as if they 
were insensible that they have a Master in heaven ; 
— if you see men in power regardless of the 
honour of that God whose representatives they 
are; — you may be sure that these, and such as 
these, are Christians without Christianity, and 
will be liable to a severe judgment, for their 
opposing the gracious designs of God, and of his 
Son Jesus Christ 
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/ " Keep it always in your mindly that the God 
whom you have chosen to serve is every wher/e 
present; so that if at any time you offend him, 
you offend in his very presence a Being who hath 
power to punish you for ever. Be careful to 
keep yourselves always sober; drunkenness aod 
intemperance disorder our reason, and make us 
forget our best resolutions, and the dangers which 
encompass us. Do not set your heart upon this 
world, its honours, riches, or pleasures ; for, 
besides that you must soon leave them, they will 
be apt to make you forget what you will gain or 
lose by being a good or bad Christian. Never 
fancy that any sin is small ; for the least known 
sin, continued in, will lead to a greater ; and if 
you should provoke the Spirit of God to forsake 
you, you will be capable of committing the very 
greatest cririles. Human nature, as it is now 
corrupt, is the same in all men; — we are all 
subject to temptations; — and if ever, by our 
repeated crimes, we should force the Spirit of 
God to leave us to ourselves, no man can tell, no 
man can foresee, what barbarous wickedness he 
shall be tempted to commit ; nor what unwelcome, 
unlooked-for calamities he may bring upon him- 
self, while he goes from sin to sin, till he meets 
m'th destruction. 
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** No man continues long at one certain pitch of 
wickedness; for not only one evil habit begets 
another, but the more a man sins the lesii 
capable he makes himself of judging what sin is, 
and the dreadful consequence of continuing in it* 
And the influences of God's Holy Spirit, and the 
gracious interpositions of Providence, have still 
less effect upon his mind and soul, till he has 
quite forgotten his Maker, — till he has filled up 
the measure of his iniquities, — and till he meets 
with destruction, generally in this world as well as 
the next. Whenever, therefore, you are sensible 
that you have done amiss, delay not one moment 
to beg of God to pardon you for Christ's sake, and 
to give you grace to do so no more. And forget not 
an excellent rule, to direct you in most actions of 
moment, — Do not, at your peril, undertake any 
thing which you cannot, with confidence, beg of 
God to bless and prosper you in. Lastly, and 
above all, remember, what cannot be too often 
repeated, that without faith, — a faith which 
depends on the merits of Jesus Christ for salvation, 
— a faith which worketh by love, which purifies 
the heart, overcomes the world, and keeps the 
commandments of God, — you cannot possibly 
live as becomes a true Christian." 
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It is true, my dear William, that thus ^ to keep 
God's holy will and conmiandments, and to walk 
in the same all the days of our life^" is not an easy 
task to £dlen man, in the midst of a tempting and 
seducing world ; in &ct, to man, left to himself, 
this would be impossible. But, never be dis- 
couraged on this head; you are living under a 
dispensation of abundant grace; and be assured, 
that your honest endeavours to do God*s will, 
accompanied, as they will be if you seek the 
blessing, by the power of Crod himself will 
certainly be crowned with success. 

I have already insisted at large upon the 
necessity of your constant dependence upon God's 
grace, and I shall soon have occasion to advert 
to this subject again. Let me, then, conclude the 
present letter with a few words relating to the 
necessity of using your own honest and persevering 
endeavours in the good cause of God, and of the 
salvation of your soul. 

" If you expect," says Sherlock, " that the grace 
of God should ward ofiPall temptations from you, or 
rescue you from the power and influence of them, 
notwithstanding your own remissness and want of 
care; as well may you expect that swords and 
pistols should fight your battles, subdue your 
enemies, and conquer cQunlriea foi ^o\x, ^\v\kt 



COMMANDMENTS OF GOD. 127 

your soldiers lie dissolved in ease and luxury, and 
forget to use their arms." 

" The truth is," says Dr. Knox, in his Christian 
Philosophy, " that the very same care and cau- 
tion, the same virtuous exertions, are necessary to 
Christians, as if there were no supernatural and 
auxiliary interposition. Our endeavours must not 
be relaxed in the smallest degree. The difference 
and advantage lies in the result and effect of our 
endeavours. Under the divine influence, they 
will certainly be attended with success. They 
will promote our happiness infallibly. The choice 
of our conduct must be voluntary, and the per- 
severance and labour must be directed by the 
purest motives, and the most steady, regular, and 
careful diligence, just as if we depended on our- 
selves ; while, at the same time, they are animated 
and supported by humble confidence in heavenly 
favour. No remissness is allowed on our part, in 
consequence of God's favour. We are to work 
out oiu* salvation with the utmost solicitude, 
knowing tliat he who gives us his grace may, upon 
failure of our best endeavours, withdraw it, and 
leave us in a state of woful desertion." 

You may find all this abundantly confirmed in 

Scripture. May you, my dear William, ever he 
disposed diligently to " work o\x\. ^wsx <swck ^^- 
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vation with fear and trembling," knowing that " it 
is God which worketh in you, both to will and tx) 
do, of his good pleasure," Phil. ii. 13. — Let this 
be recorded as among the best wishes, for your 
sake, of 

Your ever affectionate 

Godfather. 
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My dear William, 
In the Catechism, the church, having rehearsed 
the commandments of God, and given the sum- 
mary of duties to which I referred in my last 
letter, proceeds very properly to put the following 
language into the mouth of the catechist : — " My 
good child, know this, that thou art not able to 
do this, nor to walk in the commandments of God, 
and to serve him, without his special grace, which 
thou must learn at all times to call for by diligent 
prayer." And then the catechumen is taught to 
rehearse the Lord's prayer, with an explanation, 
as containing the substance, and presenting a 
model, of all his petitions to the throne of grace. 

I wish to devote the present letter to the very 
important subject which is here brought before 
you, — namely, the nature and exercise of prayer. 
But I must not detain you with many words of 
my own, because I am anxious to call your ear- 
nest and undivided attention \» ^waa XxvS^:^ te«y^- 

ti 3 
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lent and comprehensive remarks on the subject 
from the pen of the pious Fenelon. Let me only 
say that I consider every sentence of the following 
extract to be intrinsically valuable, and that you 
will find here all that I would say to you, on this 
interesting topic, as worthy to be received with 
the utmost attention and respect. 

" Of all the duties enjoined by Christianity, none 
is more essential, and yet none more neglected, 
than prayer. Most people consider this exercise 
a fatiguing ceremony which they are justified in 
abridging as much as possible. Even those whose 
profession or fears lead them to pray, pray with 
such languor and wandering of mind, that their 
prayers, far fi-om drawing down blessings, only 
increase their condemnation. I wish now to de- 
monstrate, first, the general necessity of prayer ; 
secondly, the peculiar duty of prayer; thirdly, 
the manner in which we ought to pray. 

" First God alone can instruct m in our duty. 
The teachings of men, however wise and well- 
disposed they may be, are still ineffectual, if God 
do not shed on the soul that light which opens 
die mind to truth. The imperfections of our 
fellow-creatures cast a shade over the truths that 
we learn from them. Such is our weakness, that 
we do not receive, with sufficieut AocK^V^^ \5fta vcv* 
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structions of those who are as imperfect as our- 
selves. A thousand suspicions, jealousies, fears, 
and prejudices, prevent us from profiting, as we 
might, by what we hear from men : and though 
they announce the most serious truths, yet what 
they do weakens the effect of what they say. In 
a word, it is God alone who can perfecdy teach 
us. 

" St Bernard said, in writing to a pious friend, 
* If you are seeking less to satisfy a vain curiosity 
than to gain true wisdom, you will sooner find 
it in deserts than in books. The silence of 
the rocks and of the forests will teach you better 
than the eloquence of the most gifted men.' ^ AH,' 
says St. Augustin, ' that we possess of truth and 
wisdom, is a borrowed good, flowing from that 
fountain, for which we ought to thirst in the fear- 
ful desert of this world ; that, being refreshed and 
invigorated by these dews from heaven, we may 
not faint upon the road that conducts us to a 
better country. Every attempt to satisfy the 
cravings of our hearts at other sources, only in- 
creases the void. You will be always poor, if you 
do not possess the only true riches.' All light 
that does not proceed from God is false ; it only 
dazzles us; it sheds no illumination upon the dif- 
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ficult paths in which we must walk along the pre- 
cipices that are about us. 

" Our experience and our reflections cannot, on 
all occasions, give us just and certain rules of 
conduct. The advice of our wisest and most sin- 
cere friends is not always sufficient : many things 
escape their observation ; and many that do not 
are too painful to be spoken. They suppress 
much from delicacy, or, sometimes, from a fear of 
transgressing the bounds that our friendship and 
confidence in them will allow. The animadver- 
sions of our enemies, however severe and vigilant 
they may be, fail to enlighten us with regard to 
ourselves. Their malignity furnishes our self- 
love with a pretext for the indulgence of the 
greatest faults. The bjindness of our self-love is 
so great, that we find reason for being satisfied 
with ourselves, while all the world condemns us. 
What must we learn from all this darkness? 
That it is God alone who can dissipate it ; that it 
is he alone whom we can never doubt ; that he 
alone is true, and knoweth all thiings ; that if we 
go to him in sincerity, he will teach us what men 
dare not tell us, what books cannot, — all that is 
essential for us to know. 

" Be assured that the greatest obstacle to true 
wisdom is the presumption inspired b^ iVval ^KvcK 
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is false. The first step towards this precious 
knowledge is earnestly to desire it, to feel the 
want of it, and to be convinced that they who seek 
it must address themselves to the Father of lights, 
who freely gives to him who asks in faith. But, if 
it be true that God alone can enlighten us, it is 
not tlie less true that he will do this in answer to 
our prayers. Are we not too happy in being 
able to obtain so great a blessing by only asking 
for it ? No part of the effort that we make to 
acquire the transient enjoyments of this life is ne- 
cessary to obtain these heavenly blessings. What 
will we not do, what are we not willing to suffer, 
in order to possess dangerous and contemptible 
things, and often without any success ? It is not 
thus with heavenly things. God is always ready 
to grant them to those who make the request in 
sincerity and truth. The Christian life is a long 
and continual tendency of our hearts towards that 
eternal goodness which we desire. All our hap- 
piness consists in thirsting for it. Now this thirst 
is prayer. Ever desire to approach your Creator, 
and you will never cease to pray. 

" Do not think that it is necessary to pronounce 
many words. To pray, is to say. Thy will be done. 
It is, to form a good purpose ; it is, to raise your 
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heart to God ; it is, to lament your weakness ; ijt is, 
to sigh at the recollection of your frequent disobe- 
dience. This prayer demands neither method, nor 
science, nor reasoning ; it is not necessary to quit 
one's emplojonent; it is a simple movement of the 
heart towards its Creator, anda desire that whatever 
you are doing, you may do it to his glory. The 
best of all prayer is to act with a pure intention, 
and with a continual reference to the will of God. 
It depends upon ourselves whether our prayer 
be efficacious. It is not by a miracle, but by a 
change of heart, that we are benefited, — by a 
spirit of submission. Let us believe, let us trust, 
let us hope, and God will never reject our prayer. 
Yet how many Christians do we see, strangers to 
the privilege, aliens from God, who seldom think 
of him, who never open their hearts to him ; who 
seek elsewhere the counsels of a false wisdom, and 
vain and dangerous consolations ; who cannot 
resolve to seek in humble, fervent prayer to God a 
reiniedy for their griefs, and a true knowledge of 
their defects, the necessary power to conquer their 
vicious and perverse inclinations, and the cons(Ja- 
tions and assistance they require, that they may 
not be discouraged in a virtuous life. 

^^But some will say, I have no interest in 
prayer; it wearies me; my iinagVaa\ioii\&e!M^^^ 
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by sensible and more agreeable objects, and 
wanders in spite of me. 

" If neither your reverence for the great truths 
of religion, nor the majesty of the ever-present 
Deity, nor the interest of your eternal salvation, 
havfe power to arrest your mind and engage it in 
prayer : at least mourn with me for your infidelity; 
foe ashamed of your weakness; wish that your 
thoughts were more under your control ; and desire 
to become less frivolous and inconstant. Make 
an eflfort to subject your mind to this discipline. 
What is now tedious will become delightful ; and 
you will then feel, with a peace which the world 
can neither give nor take away, that God is good. 
Make a courageous effort to overcome yourself. 
There can be no occasion that calls for it more 
imperiously. 

" Secondly. The peculiar obliffotion of prayer. 
— Were I to give all the proofs that the subject 
affords, I should describe every condition of life, 
that I might point out its dangers, and the neces- 
sity of recourse to God in prayer. But I will 
simply state that, under all circumstances, we 
have need of prayer. There is no situation in 
which we can be placed, where we have not many 
virtues to acquire, and many faults to correct* 
We find in our temperameivX.) ox m o^» \!®i»i^'. ^^ 



136 cojiCEnjfiSG 

in {tie peculiar character of oar minds, qualities 
that do not suit our occupations, and that oppose 
oar duties. One person is connected by marriage 
with another, whose temper is so unequal, that 
life becomes a perpetual war&re. Some who 
are exposed to the contagious atmosphere of the 
world, find themselves so susceptible of the vanity 
which they inhale, that all their pure desires 
ranislu Others have solemnly promised to re- 
nounce their resentment, to conquer their aversions, 
to suffer with patience certain crosses, and to 
repress their eagerness for wealth; but nature 
prevails, and they are vindictive, violent, impatient, 
and avaricious. 

" Whence comes it, that these resolutions are so 
frail ? That all these people desire to improve, that 
they wish to perform their duty towards God and 
man better, and yet fail? It is, that our own 
strength and wisdom alone are not enough. We 
undertake to do everything without God ; there- 
fore we do not succeed. It is at the foot of the 
altar that wc must seek for counsel that will aid us. 
It is with God that we must lay our plans of virtue 
and usefulness; it is He alone that can render 
them successful. Without Him, all our designs, 
however good they may appear, are only temerity 
and delusion. Let us then pray, xSaaX ^^ w»:^ 
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learn what we are, and what we ought to be. By 
this means, we shall not only learn the number 
and the bad effects of our peculiar faults, but we 
shall also learn to what virtues we are called, and 
the way to practise them. The rays of that pure 
and heavenly light that visit the humble soul will 
beam on us; and we shall feel and understand 
that every thing is possible to those who put their 
whole trust in God. Thus, not only to those who 
live in retirement, but to those who are exposed 
to the agitations of the world and the excitements 
of business, it is peculiarly necessary, by contem- 
plation and fervent prayer to restore their souls 
to that serenity, which the dissipations of life and 
their commerce with men have disturbed. To 
those who are engaged in business, contemplation 
and prayer are much more difficult than to those 
who live in retirement ; but it is far more neces» 
sary for them to have frequent recourse to God in 
fervent prayer. In the most sacred occupation, a 
certain degree of caution is necessary. 

"Do not devote all your time to action, but 
reserve a certain portion of it for meditation upon 
eternity. We see Jesus Christ inviting his dis- 
ciples to go apart into a desert pls^ce, and to rest 
awhile, after their return from the cities whlthe.rtfeft'^ 
had gone to preach his xeWgioiv* IS.^^ Tsssx^^c^sssfc 



138 CONCERNING 

necessary is it for us to approach the source of all 
virtue, that we may revive our failing faith and cha- 
rity, when we return from the busy scenes of life, 
where men speak and act as if they had never known 
that there is a God ! We should look upon prayer as 
the remedy for our weaknesses, the rectifier of our 
faults. He who was without sin prayed constantly; 
how much more ought we, who are sinners, to be 
faithful in prayer ! 

" Even the exercise of charity is often a ^lare to 
us ; it calls us to certain occupations that dissipate 
the mind, and that may degenerate into mere 
amusement For this reason St. Chrysostom says 
that nothing is so important as to keep an exact 
proportion between the interior source of virtue, 
and the practice of it; else, like the foolish virgins, 
we shall find that the oil in our lamps is exhausted 
when the bridegroom comes. 

" The necessity we feel that God should bless 
our labours, is another powerful motive to prayer. 
It often happens that all human help is vain ; and 
it does not require much faith to believe that it is 
less our exertions, our foresight, and oiu: industry, 
than the blessing of the Almighty, that can give 
success to our wishes. 

" Thirdly. Of the manner in which we ought to 
jsfray. — We laust pray with atteivtioiv. GodiXi^xea^ 
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to the voice of the heart, not to that of the lips. 
Our whole heart must be engaged in prayer. It 
must fasten upon what it prays for; and every 
human object must disappear from our minds. To 
whom must we speak with attention, if not to God ? 
Can he demand less of us, than that we should 
think of what we say to him ? Dare we hope that 
he will listen to us, and think of us, when we 
forget ourselves in the midst of our prayer ? This 
attention to prayer, which it is so just to exact 
from Christians, may be practised with less dif- 
ficulty than we imagine. It is true, that the most 
faithful souls suffer from occasional involuntary 
distractions. They cannot always control their 
imaginations, and, in the silence of their spirits, 
enter into the presence of God. But these un- 
bidden wanderings of the mind ought not to 
trouble us : and they may conduce to our perfec- 
tion even more than the most sublime and 
affecting prayers, if we earnestly strive to over- 
come them, and submit with hmnility to this ex- 
perience of our infirmity. But, to dwell willingly 
on worldly and frivolous things during prayer, 
— to make no effort to check the vain thoughts 
that intrude upon this employment, and come 
between us and the Father of our spirits, — 
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is not this choosing to live the.sportof our senses^ 
and separated from God ? 

" We must also ask with faith. He who prays 
without confidence cannot hope that his prayer 
will be granted. Will not God love the heart 
that trusts in him ? Will he reject those who 
bring all their treasures to him, and repose every 
thing upon his goodness? ' When we pray to 
God/ says St. Cyprian, * with entire assurance, it 
is himself who has given us the spirit of our 
prayer. Then it is the Father listening to the 
words of his child ; it is He who dwells in the 
depths of our hearts, teaching us to pray.' But 
must we not confess, that this filial confidence is 
wanting in all our prayers ? Is not prayer our re- 
source only after all others have failed us ? If we 
look into our hearts, shall we not find that we ask 
of God as if we had never before received benefits 
from him ? Shall we not discover, then, a secret 
infidelity, that renders us unworthy of his good- 
ness? Let us tremble, lest, when Jesus Christ 
shall judge us, he pronounce the same reproach 
that he did to Peter, * O thou of little faith, 
wherefore didst thou doubt ? ' 

" We must join humility with trust * O Lord,' 

said Daniel, ' righteousness belongeth unto thee, 

but unto us confusion of faces' CD^ax/y&^I •^ VStAssa 
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this disposition be in our hearts, all others, hoir- 
ever pious they may be, cannot please God. St. 
Augustin observes that the failure of St Peter 
shoiild not be attributed to insincerity in his zeal 
for Jesus Christ. He loved his master in good 
iaith ; in good faith he would rather have died 
than have forsaken him; but his fault lay in 
trusting to his own strength to do what his own 
heart dictated. 

^^ It is not enough to possess a right spirit, an 
exact knowledge of duty, a sincere desire to per- 
form it. We must continually renew this desire, 
and enkindle this flame within us at the fountain 
of pure and eternal light It is the humble and 
contrite heart that God will not despise. Remark 
the difference between the prayer of the proud 
and presumj^tuous Pharisee, and the humble and 
penitent publican. The one relates his virtues, 
the other deplores his sin ; the good works of the 
one shall be set aside, while the penitence of the 
other shall be accepted. It will be thus with 
many Christians. Sinners, vile in their own eyes, 
will be objects of the mercy of God ; while some 
who have made professions of piety, will be con- 
demned on account of their pride and arrogance 
that have contaminated their good works. It will 
be 80, because these laave saiiSi Vxv ^<eai V^asNa*^ 
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" Lord, I thank thee, that I am not as other men 
are." They imagine themselve p rivileged souls ; 
they pretend that they alone have penetrated the 
mysteries of the kingdom of God ; they have a 
language and science of their own; they believe 
that their zeal can accomplish every thing. Their 
regular lives favour their vanity; but in truth they 
are incapable of self-sacrifice, and they go to their 
devotion with their hearts full of pride and pre- 
sumption. Unhappy are they who pray in this 
manner. Unhappy are they whose prayers do 
not render them more humble, more submissive, 
more vigilant over their faults, and more willing 
to live in obscurity. 

" We must pray with love. * It is love,' says 
St Augustin, that asks, that seeks, that knocks, 
that finds, and that is faithful to what it finds.'. 
We cease to pray to God as soon as we cease to 
love him, as soon as we cease to thirst for his 
perfections. The coldness of our love is the silence 
of our hearts towards God. Without this, we 
may pronounce prayers, but we do not pray : for. 
what shall lead us to meditate upon the laws of 
God, if it be not the love of him who has made 
these laws? Let our hearts be full of love then, and 
they will pray. Happy are they who think se- 
riously of the truths of re\ig\oiv,\>\x\.?a.xiaoT:elaa.^^y 
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are they who feel and love them. We must 
ardently desire that God will grant us spiritual 
blessings, and the ardour of our wishes must in 
some degree correspond to the greatness of the 
blessings which we desire. For if we pray only from 
custom, from fear, in the time of tribulation ; if 
we do not feel a strong desire for the success of 
our prayers ; if we feel a chilling indifference in 
approaching him who is a consuming fire ; if we 
have no zeal for his glory ; if we do not feel hatred 
for sin, and a thirst for perfection, we cannot hope 
for a blessing upon such heartless prayers. 

" We must pray with perseverance. The .per- 
fect heart is never weary of seeking God. Qught 
we to complain if God sometimes leaves us to ob- 
scurity, and doubt, and temptation ? Trials pu- 
rify humble souls, and they are made useful in 
destroying the faults of the unfaithful ; they con- 
found those who, even in their prayers, have 
flattered their cowardice and pride. If a soul 
devoted to God suffer from any secret disturbance, 
it should be humble, adore the secret designs of 
God, and redouble its prayer and its fervour. How 
often do we hear those who every day have to 
reproach themselves with unfaithfulness towards 
God, complain that he refuses to answer their 
prayers ! Ought they not to ai^^^Yvor^XsA^ ^^bX\s-Sa. 
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their sins which have formed a thick cloud between 
Heaven and them, and that God has justly hidden 
himself from them ? How often has he recalled 

us from our wanderings ! How often, ungrateful 

• 

as we are, have we been deaf to his voice, and 
insensible to his goodness ! He would make us 
feel that we are blind and miserable when we for- 
sake him; he would teach us by privations, the 
value of the blessings we have slighted : and shall 
we not bear our punishment with patience ? Who 
can boast of having done all that he ought to have 
done, of having repaired all his past errors, of 
having purified his heart, so that he may claim as 
a right that God should listen to his prayer? 
Surely, all our pride, great as it is, would not be 
sufficient to inspire such presumption. If, then, 
the Almighty do not grant our petitions, let us 
adore his justice, let us be silent, let us humble 
ourselves, and let us pray without ceasing. This 
humble perseverance will obtain from Him what 
we never should obtain by our own merit. It will 
make us pass happily from darkness to light ; * for 
know,' says St. Augustin, ' that God is near to 
us even when he appears far from us.' 

" Lastly, we should pray with a pure intention. 

We should not mingle in our prayers what is 

£ilse with what is real, wlaat la ijjex\a)aaJc\fc \<\tk 
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what is eternal, low and temporal interests [ex- 
cept (let me add) so far as the Lord's prayer itself 
furnishes an example] with that which concerns 

our salvation. Do not seek to render God the 

• 

protector of yjour self-love and ambition, but the 
promoter of your good desires. You ask for the 
gratification of your passions, or to be delivered 
from the cross of which he knows that you have 
need. Carry not to the foot of the altar irregular 
desires and indiscreet prayers ; sigh not there for 
vain and fleeting pleasures. Open your heart to 
your Father in heaven, that his Spirit may ena- 
ble you to ask for the true riches. * How can he 
grant you,' says St Augustin, * what you do not 
yourself desire to receive ? You pray every day 
that his will may be done, and that his kingdom 
may come. How can you utter this prayer with 
sincerity, when you prefer yotir own will to his, 
and make his law yield to the vain pretexts with 
which your self-love seeks to elude it ? Can you 
make this prayer, you, who disturb his reign in 
your heart by so many impure and vain desires, 
— you, who fear the arrival of his reign, and do 
not desire that God should grant what you would 
seem to pray for ? No. If he at this moment 
were to ofler to give you a new heart, to render 
you humble, and meeV, axidi ^^^-ft^^xs>j\ss%, ^ss^ 

1. ^ 
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willing to bear the crossj your pride would revolt, 
and you would not accept the offer, or you would 
make a reservation in favour of your ruling 
passion, and try to accommodate your piety to 
your humour and fancies.' 

" Methods and forms of prayer received from 
pious and experienced Christians, should be treat- 
ed with respect ; but we must not neglect the es- 
sential of prayer, which is an earnest desire that 
God, who knows our wants better than we do 
ourselves, will supply them. His Holy Spirit 
will teach us to pray, and will guide us when We 
are in need of his aid. But most important is the 
persuasion, that the simplest, and most humble, 
mode of prayer is the best, and the most accept- 
able, and the most conformable to the words of the 
Son of God and the apostles. In such prayers 
we find light and strength to fulfil our duty with 
meekness and humility, in whatever condition we 
may be placed. Without this help we shall form 
good resolutions in vain ; deprived of this interior 
support, we shall be without strength in all the 
difficulties and temptations of life." 

I close this letter with merely repeating my hope 

that you will attach due weight to these important 

considerations, and my wish that you may be in- 

clined to make full use o? tY\aX ipiWAfc^tfe xa n^VvyoXv 
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the Grospel of our Redeemer so emphatically calls 
us. " We have not an high priest which cannot 
be touched with the feeling of our" infirmities; but 
was in all points tempted like as we are, yet 
without sin. Let us therefore come boldly unto 
the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, 
and find grace to help in time of need." (Heb. 
iv. 15, 16.) Forget not to offer up your prayers 
in humble dependence on the merits and media- 
tion of that all-prevailing Intercessor, who has 
promised to receive and to fulfil the petitions of his 
people. " Verily, verily, I say unto you, what- 
soever ye shall ask the Father in my name, he 
will give it you." (John xvi* 23.) " Whatsoever 
ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the 
Father may be glorified in the Son. If ye shall 
ask any thing in my name, I will do it." (John 
xiv. 13, 14.) 

Believe me to remain. 

My dear William, 

Your affectionate 

Godfather. 



1. 4 
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LETTER IX. 



ON PUBLIC WORSHIP. — RELIGIOUS OBSERVANCE OF 
THE lord's day. CONFIRMATION. SACRA- 
MENT OF THE lord's SUPPER. 



My dear William, 
Great as are the benefits annexed to sincere prayer 
in general, there is an especial blessing attached to 
the public exercise of it in Christian assemblies ; 
according to those words of our Lord and 
Saviour, — " Wheresoever two or three are gathered 
together in my name, there am I in the midst of 
them." And I wish now to call your attention to 
those important subjects, — the public worship of 
Almighty God, and the open exercise of Christian 
communion. 

The religious observance of the Lord's day is 
a duty of great moment in the Christian life. It 
is a duty which relates especially and immediately 
to the honour of God, and the welfare of the soul; 
it is a duty plainly enjoined; its performance is 
obvious and simple ; and the neglect of it is at once 
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a symptom of a careless or irreligious state of 
mind, and a 'means of increasing the blindness of 
the understanding, of confirming an evil love of 
the world, and of hardening the heart. 

" God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified 
it; because that in it he had rested from all his 
work which God created and made." (Gen. ii.3.) 
The Sabbath " is the day which God is pleased to 
call his own, and with which he has connected 
most of the practical blessings of salvation. The 
Lord's day is one main distinction of the Gospel 
dispensation, as the Jewish Sabbath was of the 
Mosaical, and the Patriarchal Sabbath of the first 
revelation of the divine will to Adam. The pro- 
fanation of that day tends to annihilate the blessings 
of revelation, to leave the world without any visible 
token of the authority of Christianity, and to strip 
the church of the means of openly testifying its 
faith and obedience. As to the mass of mankind, 
if the Sabbath be taken away froin them, no time 
is left for religious duties, for the worship of 
Almighty God, domestic piety, the instruction of 
children, the visiting the sick and needy, the 
reading and hearing of the Gospel, the celebration 
of the sacraments, the preparation for that rest of 
heaven of which it is the pledge and foretaste* 
And the remaining classes o? ^^ocieN;:^ N^^^3^^\^s5^v^3t 
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allot a time for those duties, which, if there were 
no Sabbath, would be left open; nor could they 
sustain the honour of religion in their families or 
the world." {Sermons on the Divine Authority and 
Perpetiud Obligation of the LorJCs Day^ by the present 
Bishop of Calcutta.) 

The sanctification of the Lord's day ought to 
be regarded, my dear William, both as a manifest 
duty, and as a valuable privilege. 

It is a plain duty. ^^ Remember that thou keep 
holy the Sabbath day," is a commandment of 
perpetual obligation. " The Christian Sabbath 
appeals plainly and fully to the human conscience, 
and puts its claims on every reasonable and 
accountable being on the footing of its own divine 
institution and authority. A day of weekly rest 
has ever accompanied revealed religion under 
every dispensation of it. A Sabbath was cele- 
brated even before the fall. A Sabbath forms a 
part of God's moral law. A Sabbath is insisted 
upon by the prophets. A Sabbath was observed 
by our Lord and his apostles. A Sabbath has 
been kept in every church, in every part of the 
world, since." (lb.) 

If you ask. In what way may this duty be pro- 
perly discharged ? I would answer, in the words of 
Archbishop Seeker, "TVns m\x«»t \i^ «i. Ajk^ qC 
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rest^ in order to commemorate God! ^ resting^ i& 
the Scripture expresses it, 'from all his work 
which he created and made ' [and the triumphant 
resurrection of our Saviour, after he had accom- 
plished the work of our redemption] ; and to allow 
that ease and refreshment, which, with so great 
humanity, the commandment requires should be 
given, not only to servants, but to the very cattle : 
— but all works of great necessity, or great 
goodness and mercy, if they cannot be deferred to 
another time, be they ever so laborious, may very 
allowably be done then. — A teasonable part of 
this day of holy rest must be employed in the 
public worship of God. — Besides assembling in the 
church on the Lord's day, every one should employ 
some reasonable part of it in tlie private exercises 
of piety; in thinking over their past behaviour, 
confessing their fault;S to God, and making prudent 
resolutions against them for the future ; in praying 
for the mercies which they more especially want, 
and returning thanks for the blessings with which 
Providence hath favoured them ; in cultivating a 
temper of humanity; in doing acts of forgiveness, 
and setting apart something, according to their 
ability, for acts of charity (for which last St. Paul 
hath particularly recommended this time, 1 Cor. 
xvi,2,); and in seriously coxv^idienxv^ ^"^^'o^ 



152 RELIGIOUS 0BSERVAN1CE 

whatever they have heard in God's house. For 
our public religion will soon degenerate into a 
useless form, unless we preserve and enliven the 
spirit of it, by such means as these in private : to 
which they, above all persons, are bound on the 
Lord's day, who either have little leisure for them 
on others, or make little use of it — Decent civility 
and friendly conversation may both innocently and 
usefully have a place in the vacant part of our 
Lord's day; of which it is really one valuable 
benefit that it gives even the lowest persons an 
opportunity of appearing to each other in the most 
agreeable li^t they can, and thus promotes 
mutual good will. Nor is it necessary at all to 
banish cheerfulness from our conversation on this 
day; which being a festival, though a religious 
one, we should partake of all God's blessings upon 
it with joyful hearts. But then, such instances of 
freedom and levity in talk and behaviour as would 
scarce be proper at any time, are doubly improper at 
this ; and tend very fatally to undo whatever good 
the preceding part of the day may have done." 

Such, my dear William, is the duty of keeping 

the Lord's day holy, and such is the Christian 

manner of discharging this duty. I trust that you 

will never be tempted to think otherwise, or to 

neglect the practice of the dwtj viV^Ska ^wsl 
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acknowledge its obligation. But I am anxious 
that you should regard the observance of the 
Sabbath chiefly in the light of a religious 
privilege^ and that of a very high order. And I 
therefore have much pleasure in sending you 
another extract from the Bishop of Calcutta's 
Sermons, in which he considers the Christian 
Sabbath as a means of preparation for the 
blessedness of heaven, and an introduction to that 
happy state. Think often of the Sabbath in this 
point of view ; and may you enjoy it accordingly. 
" Let us consider the strict connection which 
subsists between the employments and delights 
of the Sabbath upon earth, and those of that 
endless and beatific Sabbath which remains for 
the people of God at last. Do we recollect the 
descriptions given in the Bible of the company, 
the praises, the spiritual and unceasing employs, of 
that exalted place ? Is it a carnal repose which it 
offers ? Is itbodily indulgence ? Is it mere cessa- 
tion from toil and sorrow ? No. It is the eternal 
presence, the eternal enjoyment, the eternal 
praises, of our God, and the Redeemer. Open 
the heavenly gates. You see the worshippers, 
you hear their hymns. What do they chant? The 
praises of * the Lamb that was slain ;' the love of 
him who died for them; iJieiaa^e^V^^^sA^^a^^xssL^ 
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and power, and glory, of their Father and Lord. 
And what is the temper of mind, what the habits, 
the notions of happiness, what the moral condition, 
which can derive felicity from such an employ? 
It is an employ of continual holiness, ceaseless 
adoration, perpetual activity in the service of 
God. The loose ideas formed of heaven, as an 
exemption from suffering merely, as standing only 
in opposition to fatigue and weariness, as being 
contrasted with misery and condemnation, are 
most delusive. It is holiness, — it is the love of 
God, — it is the worship of the Lamb that was 
slain, — it is the resting not day nor night in the 
praises of the Almighty, — it is felicity derived 
from the completion of the divine faculties and 
habits acquired in this world. 

" Observe, then, the connection of the Sabbath 
duties here on earth, with these ultimate and 
consummated duties of the eternal Sabbath above. 
The employments of the day here are holiness, the 
adoration of God in Christ, the praises of creating, 
redeeming, love. The Sabbath is the day of God, 
of Christ, of the Holy Spirit; that is, it is the 
very same in essence with the heavenly Sabbath ; 
has the same objects, the same joys, the same 
praises, the same gratitude, the same sources of 
happiness. 
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" He that would prepare for heaven must 
hallow the Sabbath upon earth. He that would 
hope for the spiritual joys there, must acquire a 
taste and aptitude for them here. 

" All is connected in the divine plan. The 
Sabbath of the church militant is the pledge and 
foretaste of the Sabbath of the church triumphant. 
Were we in heaven without a new nature, a 
change of heart, a delight in the worship of God, 
an earnest longing after Christ, an acquiescence 
in holiness, — we should neither derive happiness 
from it, nor be capable of its employment. 

" The Sabbath will, therefore, never cease till 
it be fulfilled in the kingdom of God. As other, 
figures and emblems terminated not till the 
substance of them came ; so will not this grand 
type, and foretaste, of the ultimate repose of 
eternity be determined, till earth gives place to 
heaven. 

" Let it be remembered that we disclaim every 
thing harsh, uncommanded, ceremonial, — we dis- 
claim the Jewish, and much more the pharisaical, 
observances, — we say, with our Saviour, * Not 
man for the Sabbath;' — we follow also with 
delight the change of the day of celebration 
authorised by the * Lord of the Sabbath.' But 
all this . only leaves the gcaxA> S>mA^skssx>iN3^ 
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principle more strong and dear, — ' The Sabbaife 
was made for man,' to give him repose and 
religious peace, to give him time for the worship 
and adoration of God on earth ; to be the solenm 
guarantee and type of his last rest; and to 
prepare and introduce him to the joy and 
ceaseless adoration of that glorious state. The 
Sabbath is man's privilege, interest, duty. The 
Sabbath is the glory of his religion ; the highest 
exercise of his, rational nature, the bond and link 
which connects him with all that is spiritual, all 
that is holy, all that is divine on earth; and 
which then transmits him to that exalted^scene of 
eternal, and perfect, and uninterrupted spirituality^ 
holiness, and blessedness in heaven, for which he 
was created." 

« 

The time, perhaps, is not far distant, my dear. 
William, in which you will be called upon to make 
a public profession of your religion in the solenm 
ordinance of Confirmation. This is an institution 
of the church derived from the earliest ages of 
Christianity, which may be regarded as supple- 
mentary to infant baptism, and as designed to give 
to all members of the church an opportimity of 
making that voluntary and public profession which 
was made by the first converla Xo CWv^xiaxsk^^bevng 
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adults, before they were baptized. It was ordained 
** to the end that children, being now come to 
years of discretion, and having learned what their 
godfathers and godmothers promised for them 
in baptism, they may themselves, with their own 
mouth and consent, openly before the church, 
ratify and confirm the same; and also promise, 
that by the grace of God they will evermore en- 
deavour themselves faithfully to observe such 
things, as they, by their own confession, have as- 
sented unto." (Order of CoTifirmation.) 

What things were promised on your behalf in 
Baptism, — and what is that grace of God which 
alone can give success to your endeavours, — are 
points which I have fully explained in the letters 
I have lately sent to you. Nor do I think that it 
is necessary for me to convince you of the wisdom 
of the ordinance to which I now refer. Let me, 
however, transmit to you a brief review of the 
nature of the profession which you will be called 
upon to make ii) Confirmation; and an account 
of the blessings which, if you make that profession 
in a becoming temper, you may expect to receive, 
in answer to your own prayers, combined with 
those of the bishop and congregation. 

The bishop will ask the young persons assem- 
bled tor Confirmation, **Do ^e Vket^^\s\ ^<^ ^^^ 
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sence of God and of this congregation, renew tlie 
solemn promise and vow that was made in your 
name at your baptism; ratifying and confirming 
the same in your own persons, and acknowledging 
yourselves bound to believe and to do all those 
things which your godfathers and godmothers 
then undertook for you ? " To which each indi- 
vidual is directed to answer audibly, I do. "If 
now,'' to use the words of Archbishop Seeker, 
" you make the answer, which is directed, without 
sincerity, this is lying to God; if you make it with- 
out attention, it is trifling with him. Watch over 
your heart, therefore, and let it go along with 
your lips. The two short words, / doy are soon 
said ; but they comprehend much in them. Who- 
ever uses them on this occasion, says, in effect, as 
follows : — I do heartily renounce all the tempta- 
tions of the devil, all the unlawful pleasures, pro- 
fits, and honours of the world; all the immoral 
gratifications of the^ flesh. I do sincerely believe, 
and will constantly profess, all the articles of the 
Christian faith. I do firmly resolve to keep all 
God's commandments all the days of my life ; to 
love and honour him ; to pray to him and praise 
him daily in private; to attend conscientiously 
upon the public worship and instruction which he 
hath appointed ; to approac\i \^^ \vc\>j \s1SqV, ^ 
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soon as I can qualify myself for doing it worthily; 
to submit to his blessed will meekly and patiently 
in all things ; to set him ever before my eyes, and 
acknowledge him in all my ways. I do further 
resolve, in the whole course of my behaviour 
amongst my fellow- creatures, to do justly, love 
mercy, speak truth, be diligent and useful in my 
station, dutiful to my superiors, condescending to 
those beneath me, friendly to my equals ; careful, 
through all the relations of life, to act as the na- 
ture of them requires, and to conduct myself so to 
all men, as I should think it reasonable that they 
should do to me in the like case. Further yet : — 
I do resolve, in the government of myself, to be 
modest, sober, temperate, mild, humble, contented; 
to restrain every passion and appetite within due 
bounds ; and to set my heart chiefly, not on the 
sensual enjoyments of this transitory world, but 
the spiritual happiness of the future endless one. 
Lastly, I do resolve, whenever I fail in any of 
these duties, — as I am sensible I have, and must 
fear I shall, — to confess it before God with un- 
feigned concern, to apply for his promised pardon 
in the name of his blessed Son, to beg the pro- 
mised assistance of his Holy Spirit; and in that 
strength, not my own, to strive against my faults.^ 
and watch over my steps mtk xediwiXi^s^ ^»2t^ 

M 1 
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" Observe, then, — it is not gloominess and me- 
lancholy that religion calls you to; — it is not 
useless austerity, and abstinence from things law*- 
ful and safe ; — it is not extravagant flights and 
raptures ; — it is not unmeaning or unedifyiog 
forms and ceremonies ; — much less is it bitterness 
against those who differ from you. But the fore- 
mentioned unquestionable, substantial duties are 
the things to which you bind yourself, when you 
pronounce the solemn words, I do. Utter them, 
then, with the truest seriousness, and say to 
yourself afterwards, as Moses did to the Jews, 
' Thou hast avouched the Lord this day to be thy 
God, to walk in his ways, and keep his statutes, 
and to hearken to his voice : and the Lord hath 
avouched thee this day to be his ; that thou 
shouldst keep all his commandments, and be 
holy unto the Lord thy God, as he hath spoken** 
(Deut xxvi. 17, 18, 19.)" 

The bishop, after the example of the apostles, 
lays his hands upon the heads of the persons con- 
firmed, to certify them (by that sign) of God's 
favour and gracious goodness toward them ; pray- 
ing that they may be defended by his heavenly 
grace, and may evermore increase in his Holy 
Spirit. " We would not have you look on bishops 
as having or claiming a povrex, lu ^xv^ q»&^, \s^ 



CONFIRMATION. 165 

confer blessings arbitrarily on whom they please ; 
but only as petitioning God for that blessing from 
above which He alone can give ; which, however, 
we justly hope He will give the rather for the 
prayers of those whom He has placed over his 
people, unless your own unworthiness, [i. e. your 
own want of seriousness, faith, and prayer] form 
an impediment. Not that you are to expect, on the 
performance of this good office, any sudden and 
sensible change in your heart, giving you, all at 
once, a remarkable strength or comfort in piety 
which you never felt before. But you may rea- 
sonably promise yourself, from going through it 
with a proper disposition, greater measures, when 
real occasion requires them, of such divine assist- 
ance as will be needful for your support and 
orderly growth in every virtue of a Christian 
life." [lb.) 

May you, my dear William, if opportunity 
should present itself, partake in this solemn rite, ~ 
with a real intention of devoting yourself to the 
service of your heavenly Father, Saviour, and 
Friend ; with a simple dependence upon his grace, 
and an humble expectation of his favour. And 
if I should not form one of the congregation as- 
sembled on that occasion, yet be assured that your 
absent Godfather will not ?aaV lo ^xwj oxw^<sv«.\ift'- 

M 3 
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half, that the fatherly hand of Almighty God may 
ever be over you ; that his Holy Spirit may ever 
be with you ; and that He may so lead you in 
the knowledge and obedience of his word, that 
in the end you may obtain everlasting life, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 

I trust, my dear William, that when you may 
have been confirmed, you will not omit to avail 
yourself of all those religious ordinances which 
you will be entitled to use, as being in full com- 
munion with the church. And, in particular, I 
hope you will not fail to partake, regularly and de- 
voutly, of the holy sacrament of the Lord's Supper. 

Let me say a few words to you concerning the 
nature of this sacred ordinance. 

" As they were eating [the last supper before 
our Saviour's crucifixion], Jesus took bread, and 
blessed it, and brake it, and gave it to the disci- 
ples, and said. Take, eat, this is my body. And 
he took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave it to 
them, saying, Drink ye all of it; for this is my blood 
of the New Testament, which is shed for many for 
the remission of sins." Matt xxvi. 26 — 28. 

Hence you may discover, that this sacrament is 
a commemoration *of our Saviour^ s deaths — of the 
offering of that precious sacrifice, once for all, 
which lies at the foundatioiv o? \5cie ^on^wsxvx ^i 
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grace, and to which, as I have already said, we 
owe our redemption^ from everlasting misery and 
death. — It is at once a solenm act of remembrance 
for ourselves, and a declaration of our fiiith to 
others. " As often as ye eat this bread, and drink 
this cup," says the apostle, "ye do shew the Lord's 
death till he come." 1 Cor. xi. 26. And is it not a 
reasonable duty, — is it not a delightful attestation 
of our reverence and love, — thus to commemorate 
the great Work of the Lamb of God, " slain from 
the foundation of the world," who suffered death 
upon the cross for our redemption, and "made 
there (by his one oblation of himself once offered) 
a full, perfect, and sufficient sacrifice, oblation, 
and satisfaction, for the sins of the whole world?" 
But, the sacrament of the Lord's Supper, be- 
sides being a commemoration of Christ's death, 
is also a federal or covenant act The body and 
blood of Christ " are verily and indeed taken and 
received by the faithful in the Lord's Supper ; " 
that is to^ay, by rightly partaking of the symbols 
of bread and wine in the Lord's Supper, we are 
from time to time made partakers of the benefits 
of the sacrifice of Christ's body and blood, and 
have fellowship with our blessed Lord : see 1 Cor. 
X. 16. "This hallowed food," says Hooker, 
" through the concurrence ot diNVftfc y^^^^"* ^ ^^ 

M 4 
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verity and tratfa to &itliiiil people a cause of mys- 
tical partidpatkni, whereby Cfarkt makes bimself 
wholly theirs, and gives them in hand an actoal 
possession of all such saving graces as his crucified 
body can yield, and their souls do presently need.** 
Our church, as you may see in the twenty-eighth 
Article of religion, does not teach that the elements 
of bread and wine undergo any change in their 
substance in the Lord's Supper, and expressly de- 
nounces the foolish doctrine commonly known by 
the name of Transubstantiation, " The faithful,** 
says Archbishop Seeker, "and they only, do, 
under this representation of the body and blood of 
Christy verily and indeed receive the same into a 
most beneficial union with themselves ; that is, do 
verily and indeed, by a spiritual connection with 
their incarnate head and Redeemer through faith, 
partake, in this ordinance, of that heavenly favour 
and grace which, by offering up his body and blood, 
he hath procured for his true disciples and mem- 
bers," " In the book of the Holy Communion," 
says Archbishop Cranmer, " we do not pray abso^ 
lutely that the bread and wine may be made the 
body and blood of Christ, but that unto us^ in that 
holy mystery, they may be made so ; that is to 
say, that we may so worthily receive the same, 
that we may be partakers oi C\vty&\!«» VioA^-i ^asvd 
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that therewith, in spirit and in truth, we may be 
spiritually Jioiu'ished." Regard then the Lord's- 
Supper as a feast upon a sacrifice ; and expect 
that, if you humbly celebrate it, with faith in your- 
blessed Saviour, you will be made partaker of all 
the benefits which his precious sacrifice has ob- 
tained for a ruined world. " Why," says the pious 
Hooker, " should any cogitation possess the mind 
of a faithful communicant but this, — O my God, 
thou art true ; O my soul, thou art happy ! '' 

Remember that this sacrament is also a token 
and cLct of fellowship among the members of 
Christ's mystical body, the church. It is " a 
sign of the love tliat Christians ought to have 
among themselves one to another." So St. Paul 
says, " We, being many, are one bread [or one 
loaf], and one body, for we are all partakers of 
that one bread." 1 Cor. x. 17. And again, " We, 
being many, are one body in Christ, and every 
one members one of another." Rom. xii. 5. The 
act of partaking of the Lord's Supper together is 
to believers in Christ a token that they are 
members of one family, and are bound, by the 
most sacred of ties, to have love and good-will 
towards each other. And Scripture very often 
urges the duty of this Christian charity, upon the 
ground of that wonderful ex3a^\\\OT^ ^S. ^J!:eii\:ftfc\^^^ 
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which we commemorate in the Lord's Suf^r. 
" Herein is love; — not that we loved God, but 
diat he loved us, and sent his Son to be the 
propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if God ao 
loved us, we ought also to love one another." 
1 John iv. 10, 11. 

Such, then, my dear William, is the light in 
which we are taught to regard the sacrament of 
the Lord's Supper. It is, firsts a public and 
thankful remembrance and memorial of Christ's 
death; — secondly^ a means whereby the faithful 
receive the benefits of his precious sacrifice, being 
vitally united to him as a living head; and a 
pledge to assure them of these blessings ; — and, 
thirdly^ a sign of mutual love and good-will 
among the members of Christ's church. 

The benefits resulting to the faithful from a 
participation in this sacrament are these three : — 
a remission of past sins; a continuance and 
increase of sanctifying grace ; and a renewed title 
to everlasting life. In all these senses the soul 
of a worthy communicant is " strengthened and 
refreshed by the body and blood of Christ, as our 
bodies are by bread and wine." 

If it be asked. Who are worthy communicants ? 

— 1 answer, from the Catechism, Those who repent 

them truly of their former a\u^ ^Xfc^dSaax!^^ V^»- 
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posing to lead a new life ; who have a lively faith 
in God's mercy through Christ, with a thankful 
remembrance of his death; and who are in 
charity with all men. Yes, my dear William, 
repentance, faith, and charity, are the requisite 
qualifications for the reception of this sacrament, 
as they are for a participation in all the blessings 
of the Gospel. Repentance for sin, — that hateful 
thing which caused the humiliation and sufferings 
of the Son of God ; — faith in the unseen, but 
present, Redeemer, who by his death has purchased 
our pardon and acceptance, and who now imparts 
to us holiness and strength througH the agency of 
his Spirit ; — and good-will towards our brethren 
on earth, especially to those who are of the 
household of faith. " We see, beloved," says the 
Homily concerning the Sacrament, " that, re- 
sorting to this table, we must pluck up all the 
roots of infidelity, all distrust in God's promises, 
that we may make ourselves living members of 
Christ's body. . . . Wherefore, let us prove and try 
ourselves unfeignedly, without flattering ourselves, 
whether we be plants of the fruitful olive, living 
branches of the true vine, members indeed of 
Christ's mystical body : — whether God hath 
purified our hearts by faith to the sincere 
acknowledging of his Gos^A, «sA ^\s5at^^2iss% ^ 
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his mercies in Christ Jesus : — so that at his table 
we receive not the outward sacrament, but the 
spiritual thing also ; not the figure, but the truth ; 
not the shadow only, but the body ; not to death, 
but to life; not to destruction, but to salvation: 
— which God grant us to do, through the merits 
of our Lord and Saviour." 

And now, my dear William, in concluding this 
letter, let me once more affectionately charge 
you to make use, throughout the whole of 
your Christian pilgrimage and warfare, of all 
appointed means of grace and opportunities of 
spiritual improvement, both public and private. 
Let me also warn you against the neglect, and 
especially against the abuse, of them. Consider 
how great is your responsibility, by reason of your 
privileges and your opportunities of gaining and 
imparting good! What will be the answer of 
your conscience, — what will be the sentence of 
your Judge, — if at last it shall be found that 
God's word has been unheeded by you, prayer 
neglected, the Lord's day profaned, the blood of 
the covenant treated as an unholy thing, — and 
the soul that has been ransomed by the blood of 
the Saviour, and invited to become an habitation 
of God through the Spirit, found to be wretched, 
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and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked^ 
when summoned to the presence of its God ? 

Trust not, however, in any means of grace as 
being able of themselves to convert, to strengthen, 
and to save your soul; — but, even while you 
possess these means, and while you use them with 
all thankfulness and diligence, look only to the 
Author of them as the source of spiritual light, 
strength, and consolation. Your religious exer- 
cises and observances will soon become dead and 
useless formality, unless you are constantly looking 
to Christ as being, through them, the author and 
giver of spiritual life. — In reading your Bible^ 
remember that the Holy Scriptures are able to 
make you " wise unto salvation," not by the mere 
power of the letter, but only " through faith which 
is in Christ Jesus ; " and look for the blessing of 
him who has mercifully promised to the humble 
soul, " I will instruct thee, and teach thee in the 
way which thou shalt go." Ps. xxxii. 8. (See also 
Isa. Iv. 2.) — Trust not in your prayers as being 
suflSicient of themselves, either by way of merit or 
through any natural eflScacy of their own, to 
strengthen or enrich your soul. You have need 
of the grace of Christ to teach you how to pray, as 
as well as of his mercy, wisdom, and ijower to 
return an answer to your ^xa^^Y'a. ^wi.'sX. ^^^ ^sv 
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that blessed Intercessor, through whom your 
prayers may find acceptance with the Father. 
( See 1 Pet. ii. 4. ; Eph. iii. 14. ; Jqjin xv. 7.) — Trust 
not in youf attendance on public worship^ as an 
act of merit, or as being, in itself, a means of 
spiritual improvement. But trust only in Him who 
has promised that wheresoever two or three are 
gathered together in his name, there is he in the 
midst of them; — who stood and cried, "If any 
man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink." 
John vii. 37. — Rely not on a regular observance 
of the Lord^s day as sufficient, of itself, to establish 
you in grace, and to make you partaker of God's 
favour ; but look ever to the Lord of the Sabbath 
for his blessing on the sacred institution, and seek 
for the influence of his Spirit in order that you 
may indeed keep it Koly, and may find in it a day 
of spiritual rest, refreshment, and delight. — 
Imagine not, in approaching the Lord's table, that 
you will obtain the strengthening and refreshing 
of your soul by the mere eating and drinking of 
the consecrated bread and wine: and remember 
that those only who draw near " with hearty re- 
pentance and true faith," are fed with the 
spiritual food of the body and blood of Christ. 
The virtue is not in the elements which are 
received with the mouth, but lu iScie \i\e^OTv^ q?1 
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the present Redeemer, which is apprehended by 
faith that attends the outward act It is Christ in 
the sacrament who is the sustainer of the soul. 

In the enUghtened and humble use of aU means 
of spiritual improvement, may you, my dear 
William, indeed " grow in grace, and in the know- 
ledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ !*' — 
This is the earnest prayer of 

Your affectionate 

Godfather. 
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survey of the state and prospects op 

a christian. general descriptions of 

christian temper and conduct. 

My dear William, 
If you refer to my former letters, you will find 
that I have sent you a kind of commentary, from 
eminent divines, upon the leading points of the 
Baptismal Service and the Catechism ; and so, in 
fact, upon the chief articles of Christian faith and 
practice. I may therefore consider that I have 
accomplished the pleasing task which I imposed 
upon myself; and I have every reason to hope 
that your sense of the importance of those subjects 
which have been thus brought before you, together 
with your conviction of my affectionate desire to 
promote your best interests, have secured your 
patient and thoughtful attention to all that I have 
written. 

Before, however, I bring these communications 
to a close, I wish to introduce to your notice some 
general surveys of the state and ^xos^eXa cS. ^ 
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Christian in this life, and two or three comprehensive 
descriptions of true Christian temper and conduct. 

I have been much pleased with the following 
lively description of the Christian life, under the 
figure of a pilgrimage, which is given by Mr. Wil- 
berforce, in his " Essay on Practical Christianity." 
Consider it attentively, my dear William, and pray 
that God may conduct yourself " in the paths of 
righteousness, for his name's sake." 

" Conscious," says this writer, "of the indispen- 
sable necessity, and of the arduous nature, of the 
service in which he is engaged, the true Christian 
sets himself to the work with vigour, and prosecutes 
it with diligence. Prepared to meet with diffi- 
culties, he is not discouraged when they occur; 
warned of his numerous adversaries, he is not 
alarmed on their approach, nor unprovided for 
encountering them. He knows that the beginnings 
of every new course may be expected to be rough 
and painful ; but he is assured that the paths on 
which he is entering will erelong seem smoother, and 
become indeed paths of * pleasantness' and * peace.' 

" Now, of the state of such a one, the expressions of 
pugrim and stranger are a lively description ; and 
all the other figures and images by which Christians 
are represented in Scripture, have, ykv \\\^ ^^s^sfc "^ 
determinate meaning, awd a '^\\sX ^s^'^^ja^'^^- 
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There is indeed none by which the Christian state 
on earth is, in the word of God, more frequently 
imaged, or more happily illustrated, than by that of 
a journey : and it may not be amiss to pause for a 
while, in order to survey it under that resemblance. 
*^ The Christian is travelling on business 
through a strange country, in which he is comf* 
manded to execute his work with diligence, and 
pursue his course homeward with alacrity. The 
fruits which he sees by the way-side, he gathers 
with caution ; he drinks of the streams with mode-» 
ration ; he is thankful when the sun shines, and 
his way is pleasant ; but if it be rough and rainy» 
he cares not much ; he is but a traveller. He is 
prepared for vicissitudes ; he knows that he must 
expect to meet with them in the stormy and un*« 
certain climate of this world. But he is travelling 
to ' a better country,' — a country of unclouded 
light, and undisturbed serenity. He finds also by 
experience, that when he has had the least of ex** 
ternal comforts, he has always been least disposed 
to loiter ; and if for the time it be a little disa- 
greeable, he can solace himself with the idea of 
his being thereby forwarded in his course. In a 
less unfavourable season, he looks round him with 
an eye of observation ; he admires what is beau- 
t^a ; he examines what is c\mcVou^\ \i^ t^^\n^5.% 
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with complacency the refreshments which are set 
before him, and enjoys them with thankfulness. 
Nor does he churlishly refuse to associate with the 
inhabitants of the country through which he is 
passing; nor, sp far as he may, to speak their lan- 
guage, and adopt their fashions. But he suffers 
not pleasure, curiosity, or society, to take up too 
much of hi^'time ; and is still intent on transacting 
the business which he has to execute, and in pro- 
secuting the journey which he is ordered to pursue. 
He knows also, that, to the very end of life, his 
journey viU be through a country in which he has 
many, enemies ; that his way is beset with snares ; 
that temptations throng around him, to seduce 
him from his course, or check his advancement in 
it ; that the very air disposes to drowsiness ; and 
th^t, therefore, to the very last, it will be requisite 
for him to be circumspect and collected. Often, 
therefore, he examines whereabouts he is, how he 
has got forward, and whether or not he is travel- 
ling in the right direction. Sometimes he seems 
to himself to make considerable progress; some- 
times he advances but slowly ; too often he finds 
reason to fear he has fallen backward in his course. 
Now he is cheered with hope, and gladdened by 
success ; now he is disquieted ^\\kv ^wifcNs^ ^ss^^ 
damped by disappointmeuts. TVvxx%, n^Ss^^ \» ^^ 
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minal Christians, religion is a dull, uniform thing, 
and they have no conception of the desires and 
disappointments, the hopes and fears, the joys and 
sorrows, which it is calculated to bring into exer- 
cise ; in the true Christian all is life and motion, 
and his great work calls forth alternately the va- 
rious passions of the soul. Let it not, therefore, 
be imagined that his is a state of unenlivened toil 
and hardship. His very labours are the labours 
' of love : ' if he has ' need of patience,' it is the 

* patience of hope;' and he is cheered in his 
work by the constant assurance of present support 
and of final victory. Let it not be forgotten that 
this is the very idea given us of happiness by one 
of the ablest examiners of the human mind, *a 
constant employment for a desirable end, with the 
consciousness of a continual progress.' So true 
is the Scripture declaration, that godliness has 

* the promise of the life that now is, as well as of 
that which is to come.'*' — 

"The life of Faith," says good old Bishop 
Wilson, " consists in a just knowledge and esteem 
of the Christian religion, — a love for the church 
in which it is taught and practised, — a zeal for 
the truth, — a great contempt for earthly things, 
— a true affection for those that are heavenly, — 
a, great value for Christ cxudfied, — «. ^^%\x^ \a 
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be united to him, — a hatred of sin, — and a love 
of virtue; — joyfully closing with the mean^ pf 
grace, the sacraments, and other ordinances of 
God, and thankful for them ; — an entire confidence 
in the grace of God. and as great a diffidence in 
ourselves and in our own works ; — a real love and 
value for the word of God ; — and, in one word, 
a just esteem for every thing that, hath relation to 
the world to come." And " the virtues of a holy 
life" are thus enumerated by the same pious 
writer : — " Fervency in devotion ; — frequency 
in prayer ; — aspjring after the love of God conti- 
nually ; — striving to get. above the world and the 
body; — loving silence and solitude, as far as one's 
condition will permit ; — humble and affable to 
all ; — patient in suffering affronts and contra- 
dictions ; — glad of occasions of doing good even 
t6 enemies ; — doing the will of God, and promot- 
ing his honour to the utmost of one's power ; — 
resolving never to offend him willingly, for any 
temporal pleasure, profit, or loss." 

" The love of God and of mankind," says Dr. 
Knox, in his Christian Philosophy, " are the two 
mainsprings which actuate every Christian who 
is regenerated by grace 

" The love of God must have tisa ^ass^ 
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favourable influence on moral conduct; for no 
obedience is sa perfect as that which arises &om 
affection. It is the alert, cordial, sincere obedience 
of a dutiful child to a tender parent. It anticipates 
his will, and is desirous, in its honest zeal to 
please, of going even beyond the line prescribed 
by parental authority. 

" And what is the love of God, but the love of 
goodness, purity, rectitude? Love not only admires, 
but endeavours to imitate, the object of its 
affection. The love of God, therefore, produces 
a conduct as godlike as the condition of infirm 
humanity can admit Hence St. John says, very 
strongly and truly, * This is the love of God, 
that we keep his commandments.' 1 John v. 3. 
It is a natural and unavoidable consequence of 
loving the supreme perfection, that we imitate the 
qualities in which it consists, — purity, justice, 
mercy, every thing that we can conceive of 
permanent goodness and beauty. Such is the 
first hinge of Christian morality. 

" And the second resembles it, in its benign 
effects on human nature and the state of society. 

" It is the love of our fellow-creature; not 

merely friendship, which is often founded only on 

petty interest, and mutual amusement; but 

universal piuJanthropy, e?.teTidmg evexi \» efteavv^. 
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Every man, under the operation of this liberal 
affection, is considered and cherished as a fif-iend 
and neighbour. We are taught to love them as 
ourselves, and to do to them as we wish they 
should do to us. 

" This extensive law of love is peculiar to our 
lawgiver, the blessed Jesus. He calls it ' a new 
commandment.' He makes it the distinguishing 
characteristic of the Gospel. He proposes his own 
example, to enforce obedience to it. * This is 
my commandment,' says he, ' that ye love one' 
another, as I have loved you.' " 

" Behold the Christian," says the same writer. 
'' Gentleness and sweetness beam from his eyes, 
and illumine his countenance with a mild lustre. 
Good humour predominates in all his demeanour. 
He has no concealed rage rankling in his bosom ; 
he he has no sinister and selfish vievFs, under a 
studied openness of countenance. He converses 
with a generous frankness. His bosom is 
transparent. You are perfectly safe with him. 
He will serve you, if possible, as well as please 
you ; but he will never injure you purposely, or 
give you the smallest pain. He feels complacency 
in all the good he sees around him, and delights 
in augmenting it. His treasure is within him. 
His interest is in heaven. "His ^S£^^\wv \^ Ssst 

N 4 
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objects above the world; so that nothing in it is 
of value enough, in his estimation, to tempt him 
to resign the tranquillity of innocence, to renounce 
the pleasure of a friendly and benevolent dis- 
position. — He has all the ingenuous simplicity 
of the infantine age ; and you delight in him, as 

in the harmless babe who sports around you 

Such is man, when his natural asperities are 
smoothed, and his inborn bitterness sweetened by 
the benign operation of celestial influence." 

What lovely pictures, my dear William, are 
these ! How glorious that dispensation of the 
Gospel under which these pictures often are, and 
always ought to be, exhibited in actual life and 
practice ! You are now called, and enabled, to 
possess and to exhibit the graces and virtues of 
a Christian. Listen to the following affectionate, 
encouraging, and prudent exhortation, from the 
pen of one who, in his day and generation, glori- 
fied God by a holy and lovely conversation. 

" It is yours now," says Mr. Wilberforce, " to 
work out your own salvation, with fear and 
trembling, relying on the fidelity of Him who has 
promised to work in you * both to will. and to do 
of his good pleasure.' Ever look to Him for help; 
your only safety consists in a deep and, permanent 
sense of your own weakness, sov^l m ^ ^\sv 
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reliance on his strength. If you ^ give all dili- 
gence,' his power is armed for your protection, 
his truth is pledged for your security. You are 
enlisted under the banner of Christ. Fear not, 
though the world, the flesh, and the devil are set 
in array against you. * Faithful is he that hath 
promised,' — ' Be thou faithful unto, death, and 
I will give unto thee a crown of life.' ' He that 
endureth unto the end, the same shall be saved.' 
In such a world as this, in such a state of society 
as ours, especially if in the higher walks of life, 
you must be prepared to meet with many difli- 
culties: — arm yourself, therefore, in the first 
place, with a determined resolution not to rate 
human estimation beyond its true value; not to 
dread the charge of particularity, when it shall be 
necessary to incur it ; but let it be your constant 
endeavour to retain before your mental eye that 
bright assemblage of invisible spectators who are 
the witnesses of your daily conduct, and to seek that 
honour which cometh from God. You cannot 
advance a single step further till you are in some 
measure possessed of this comparative indifference 
to the favour of men. No one should needlessly 
aflect singularity ; but to aim at objects that are 
incompatible with each other, or, in other words, to 
seek to please God and the woxYd, ^\\ex^'5w»x ^^-s^ 
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iDainds are really at variance, is the way to be neither 
respectable, nor good, nor happy. Continue to 
be ever aware of your own radical corruption and 
habitual weakness. Indeed, if your eyes be 
really opened, and your heart truly softened; if 
you * hunger and thirst after righteousness,' rising 
in your ideas of true holiness, and proving the 
genuineness of ypur hope by desiring to * purify 
yourself even as God is pure,' you will become 
daily more and more sensible of your own defects, 
and wants, and weaknesses ; and more and more 
impressed by a sense of the mercy and long- 
suffering of that gracious Saviour, who ' forgiveth 
all your sins, and healeth all your infirmities.' 

" This is the solution of what, to a man of the 
world, might seem a strange paradox; that, in 
proportion as a Christian grows in grace, he grows 
also in humility. Humility is, indeed, the vital 
principle of Christianity ; that principle by which, 
from first to last, she lives and thrives; and in 
proportion to the growth or decline of which, she 
must decay or flourisTi. This first disposes the 
sinner in deep self-abasement to accept the offer 
of the Gospel; this, during his whole progress, is 
the very ground and basis of his feelings and 
conduct, in relation to God, his fellow-creatures, 
and himself; and when at \eivgjiVv \\e ^^ \» 
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translated into the realms of glory, this principle 
shall still subsist in undiminished force: he shall 
* fall down, and cast his crown before the Lamb^ 
and ascribe blessing, and honour, and glory, and 
power, to him that sitteth upon the throne, and to 
the Lamb, for ever and ever/ The practical 
benefits of this habitual spirit of lowliness are too 
numerous, and at the same time too obvious, to 
require enumeration. It will lead you to dread 
the beginnings, and fly from the occasions, of sin ; 
as that man would shun some infectious distemper, 
who should know that he was predisposed to take 
the contagion. It will prevent a thousand 
difficulties, and decide a thousand questions, con- 
cerning worldly compliances, by which those 
persons are apt to be embarrassed, who are not 
duly sensible of their own exceeding frailty, whose 
views of the Christian character are not sufficiently 
elevated, and who are not enough possessed with 
a continual fear of grieving the Holy Spirit of 
Grod, and of thus provoking him to withdraw his 
gracious influence. 

" But if you are really such as we have been 
describing, you need not be urged to set the 
standard of practice high, and to strive after 
universal holiness. It is the desire of your hearts 
to act in all things witii a am^e e^^ X» ^^ Ss^ivs^c2s. 
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of God; and thus the most ordinary actions of 
life will be raised into offices of religion. This is 
the purifying, the transmuting, principle, which 
realises the fabled touch, which changes all to gold. 
But, to this desire of pleasing God it is essential 
that we should be continually solicitous to 
discover the path of duty; that we should not 
indolently wait for such occasions of glorifying God 
as are forced upon us, but pray earnestly to God 
for a spirit of wisdom and understanding, that we 
may be acute in discerning opportunities of 
serving him, judicious in selecting, and wise in 
improving, them. It is essential, also, that you 
guard against the distraction of worldly cares; 
and cultivate heavenly-mindedness, and a spirit of 
continual prayer ; and that you watch incessantly 
over the workings of your own deceitful heart. 
To this I must add, that you must be active 
also, and useful. Let not your precious time be 
wasted in * shapeless idleness;' — an admonition 
which, in our days, is rendered but too necessary 
by the relaxed habits of persons even of real 
piety ; — but wisely husband and improve this 
fleeting treasure. Never be satisfied with your 
present attainments ; but, * forgetting the things 
which are behind,' labour still to ' press forward ' 
with uiidiminished energy, aivd \.o t\xxv \Jcv^ x^^^ 
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that is set before you without weariness or 
intermission. 

"Above all, measure your progress by your 
improvement in love to God and man. ' God is 
love.' This is the sacred principle which warms 
and enlightens the heavenly world, that blessed 
seat of God's visible presence. There it shines 
with unclouded radiance. Some scattered beams 
of it are graciously transmitted to us on earth, or 
we had been benighted and lost in darkness and 
misery; but a larger portion 'of it is infused into 
the hearts of the servants of God, who thus are 
' renewed in the divine likeness,' and even here 
exhibit some faint traces of the image of their 
heavenly Father. It is the principle of love which 
disposes them to yield themselves up without re- 
serve to the service of Him who bought them with 
the price of ' his own blood.' " 

Attend to these representations, my dear Wil- 
liam, and receive these exhortations, — clothed, 
indeed, as they are, in the words of men much 
wiser and better than myself, — but yet embodying 
the sentiments, and sent to you with the earnest 
good wishes, of 

Your affectionate 

Godfather. 
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duties of a christian life. 

My dear William, 
Chrysostom truly says: — "As a fine article of 
dress is beautiful when it is seen by itself, but much 
more so when we behold it on the wearer, so the 
commands of God are beautiful indeed when they 
are praised, but still more lovely when they are 
fulfilled." I have placed before you some general 
descriptions of the Christian life and temper, which, 
if I do not greatly mistake, must at least lead you 
to admire it, and to pronounce it good: but I 
earnestly hope that, not being content with the 
mere feeling of reverence or esteem, you will study, 
by God's grace, to exemplify in your own conduct 
all those tempers and habits which are "lovely" 
and " of good report." 

Now, as life is made up of particular acts and 

events, so also the entire Christian character is an 

aggregate of various right tempers and dispositions, 

and is manifested in the discharge of many par- 

ticular duties. I wish, there?oTe,\v^N\iv% ^x^-a.^^ 
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called your attention to general descriptions of a 
religious state, to descend now a litde more into 
particulars. And I am anxious to do this by pre- 
senting you with a summary of Christian tempers 
and duties most admirably drawn up by the pious 
and laborious Richard Baxter. It is long since I 
began to set a high value on the following extract 
from that author's works ; and I do not know how 
to give a more practical and useful conclusion to 
the course of religious instruction which I now 
affectionately ofifer, than by recommending you to 
give a serious consideration to every line of the 
following statement concerning the duties of a 
Christian life. 

" When men have begun a religious life," says 
Baxter, " they have much more yet to do. All 
blossoms are not fruitful, nor doth all fruit come 
to perfection. Many souls fall away, who had 
very promising beginnings. Many dishonour 
Christ, grieve their faithful ministers, and disturb 
the peace of the church, by their ignorance, errors, 
and contentions. Many, by their irregular passions, 
are a burden to neighbourhoods and families, and 
to themselves also. Whereas real Christianity is a 
life of such holy light and love, such purity and 
peace, as demands the admiration and reverence 
of ail men, and renders C\vtoV\^tv^ ^^svvweo:^^ 
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useful and amiable to each other, and happy in 
themselves. 

" To promote these important purposes, let the 
duties of a Christian life be attended to, under, the 
following heads. 

" Let Christian doctrine lie clear and distinct in your 
understanding and memory,-^ — This will establish 
you against seduction and infidelity, and will be 
always present with you for your help in every 
grace and duty, like the. skill of an artist in per- 
forming any work he undertakes. For want of 
this, your faith may too easily be shaken by those 
who lie in wait to deceive. 

'^Live daily by faith on the Lord Jesus Christ as 
the mediator between God and you, — Think of the 
fatherly love of God as coming to you only through 
Christ; of the Holy Spirit as his purchase and 
promise ; of the covenant of grace as sealed by his 
blood ; of the Christian ministry as his appoint- 
ment; and of all your time and talents as his 
gift. • When you think of sin, infirmity, and 
temptation, think also of his pardoning, sanctifying, 
and all-sufficient grace. Let lii§ doctrine and 
perfect example be always before you as your rule. 
Go to him in all your doubts and Wic^\ ^cAxaS^a 



A CHRISTIAN LIFE. 193 

him as the spring of your life, strength, and joy, 
and live upon him, and by him. When you. die, 
resign your soul to him, that you may be with him, 
where he is. 

" Believe in the Holy Spirit^ so as to live and act Jy 
him as the body doth by the soul. You are for this 
very purpose baptized into his name. The Spirit, 
having indited the Gospel, and sealed the truth of 
it by miracles, doth thereby regenerate and govern 
all true believers. He is not now given to reveal 
new doctrines, but to enable us to understand and 
obey what is revealed. As the. sun by its sweet 
and secret influences produces and nourishes 
natural life, so doth the Holy Spirit our spiritual^ 
life. In the strength, and under the guidance of 
the Spirit, you must believe, love, pray, and ever 
manage all your common concerns, that * holiness 
to the Lord' t^iay be written upon all. 

^'Live wholly to God. Let faith and hope in 
Him, and love to ffim, be daily exercised. Make 
use of faith in CJhrist to kindle and keep alive 
the love of God ; and let the Son and Spirit lead 
you to the Father. Neither know, desire, nor love 
any creature, but purely in subordination to God* 
Cail nothing prosperity or pVeaswx^ >cii\>\.\5i&Vi^^\ 

o 
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jior any thing adversity or misery but his frown. 
See the old serpent in all those who would allure 
or affi'ight you from your duty to God. Fear 
God much, but love him more. Let love be the 
soul and end of every other duty. Place your 
religion in the love of God, or in what leadeth to 
it, or is produced by it. 

" Daily delight in the belief an^hope of heavenly 
ghry. On earth the sight of God is as in a glass ; 
but when we behold the glory of God in heaven, 
the delights oflove to him will be perfect. On earth 
your desires may exceed your hopes. Look not 
for Mount Zion in the wilderness. Christ reigneth 
on earth, as Moses in the camp, only to guide us 
to the land of promise. Our perfect blessedness 
will be there, where the kingdom is delivered up 
to the Father, and where God is all in all. How 
can you travel one whole day to such an end, and 
never think of the place to which you are going ? 
When earth is at its best, it will not be heav^i. 
You live by faith, only in proportion as you live 
for heaven in seeking it, or upon heaven in hc^ 
and joy. 

" Strive to make religion always pleasant. Often 
look to God and heaven, to CJmvbX ^xA ^% '^^vtvv 
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to promises and to mercies receivecL Think how 
unbecoming and injurious it is to your profession, 
to hope for heaven, and yet live as mournfully as 
those that have no higher hopes than earth. How 
should it fill you with joy, to think of living in the 
joys of heaven for ever ! Especially rejoice when 
the messengers of death tell you that your eternal 
joy is nigh. Abhor all suggestions which would 
make religion seem a tedious life either to your- 
self or others. The hypocrite forces and frames 
his religion to his carnal pleasures ; but our hearts 
must have a holy suitableness to the pleasures of 
religion. 

" Watch against this flattering^ delusive^ world. 
Satan puts the pleasure, wealth, and honour of this 
world in the balance against God, and holiness, and 
heaven. The bait succeeds while reason is asleep, 
and thereby is made a slave to sensuality. Both 
our reason and faith are weak, if for the pomps 
and vanities of this world we can forget God and 
our souls, death and judgment, heaven and hell, 
and even deliberately command them to stand by. 
Fear the world when it seems sweet and amiable. 
Love it not, if you would love God and your own 
salvation. 

o 2. 
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" Crucify the flesh The tears and sorrows of 
many years may perhaps not repair the loss ocea* 
sioned by one transient indulgence; as was die 
case with David, and many others. Consider what 
sin you are most in danger of; and there set your 
strongest watch, and make it your daily business 
to mortify it. Depend not merely. on resolution, 
but fly from temptation ; touch not, nor look on, 
the tempting bait. What vast miseries come from 
small beginnings ! Temptations lead to sin ; and 
small sins to greater ; and sin and hell are not to 
be played with. Open your sin or snare to some 
friend, that shame may save you from danger. 

" Keep a strict watch over your words and thoughts. 
To this end, preserve a tender conscience and well- 
regulated affections. Know well the sins and 
duties of the tongue, that you may avoid the one 
and discharge the other. Your innocence and 
peace much depend on this part of self-govern- 
ment; nor less on the government of your thoughts. 
Furnish yourself with matter for meditation, and 
often retire for that purpose. But take heed of 
overstretching your thoughts by deep musings; 
nor let them be scattered abroad upon impeiti- 
nent vanities. Be considerate : dwell much at 
home, and most intimately coiwex^^ ^'v2si ^vA ^asA 
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your conscience. He was never wise, good, or 
happy, who was a stranger to sober and impartial 
consideration. How to be good, to do good, and 
finally to enjoy gopd, must be the sum of all our 
thoughts. Keep them first holy, then chaste and 
charitable^ and immediately check them in their 
first motion towards sin. 

" Carefully and diligently redeem time. What 
haste doth it make ! How soon will it be gone ! 
How highly will it be valued, when a moment of . 
it cannot be recalled ! What importaht business 
have we to do, though we should live a thousand 
years ! Spend time as men that are going out of 
the world. Let not health deceive you in expect- 
ation of living long. Compute your expense of 
time, and redeem it from sloth and idleness, from 
curiosity and compliment, from unnecessary re- 
creation, and even from such inferior good as 
would hinder a greater. So spend time that you 
may comfortably review it when it is gone, and in 
the nearest view of eternity. 

" Love your neighbour as yourself. Abhor all 
that selfishness, pride, and passion, which are the 
enemies of love; and those opinions^ i^axde-s.^ 

o 3 
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and backbitings which would destroy it. Take 
him for Satan's messenger who speaks evil of 
another without just cause. Let the public good, 
and the salvation of men, be your business, and 
not an accidental affair. And what you are not 
able to do yourself, persuade them to do. 

N 

" Take heed of spiritvxil pride. If you overvalue 
your own understanding, you will treat crude con- 
ceptions and gross mistakes as if they were gospel 
truths ; and instead of having compassion on the 
weak, you will despise your teachers, censure all 
that differ from you, persecute them as far as you 
have power, and think all those intolerable who 
will not take you for an oracle. Tlie church hath 
always suffered by such proud, peevish, and un- 
ruly professors on the one hand, as well as by the 
profane on the other. Take heed of both. When 
contentions are rising, be you quiet and silent, 
and cultivate a zeal for love and peace. 

" Make conscience of relative ditties. Honour and 
obey parents, and other superiors. Neither des- 
pise nor resist government. If you suffer unjustly, 
take it patiently, and, instead of murmuring and 
rebelling^ reform yourself, aivd commit your all to 
^ God. 
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" Maintain family religunL Holy families are the 
chief promoters of religion in the world. Let not 
worldly care turn the worship of God in yom* house 
into a lifeless form. Read the Scriptures, and pious 
books, to all the souls under your care. Talk 
with them seriously of their eternal interests. Pray 
with them fervently. Watch over them diligently. 
Be an example of holiness, wisdom, and patience. 
See that the Lord's day be spent in devout pre- 
paration for eternity. 

" Maamge your worldly business with industry asnd 
•piety. Live not in idleness. Labour and work the 
thing that is good, that you may have to give to 
him that needeth. Sloth is sensuality. The body 
must be employed, as well as the soul, or both 
will be losers. But let all be as the labour of a 
traveller ; and in all aim at God and heaven. 

" 8eek peace of conscience on a scriptural found- 
ation. Value an able and faithful minister, to whom 
you may open your case in secret, or any other ex- 
perienced Christian ; and be not displeased with 
their reproofs. Avoid not only presumptuous 
hopes, which would embolden you in sin; but 
unreasonable fears, which will hinder your loving 
and praising God. Judge ivo\. ^ wxx %^\r&o.^ '^vs^fc 

o 4 
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to be good for your abundant knowledge^ your 
memory, ready utterance, or lively affections ; but 
because God, and holiness, and heaven, have your 
highest estimation, your deliberate and rescdute 
choice, and your most earnest endeavours. 

" To conclude, Be prepared for sickness, sicfferinffs, 
and death. Live above outward prosperity, and 
the favour of man. If they whom you have most 
obliged should be false and cruel to you, wonder 
not; but pray for your enemies, persecutors, and 
slanderers, that God would turn their hearts, and 
pardon their sins. Account it your mercy to be 
driven from the world to God. Be ready to die, 
and you are ready for all other events. Seriously 
ask your heart, what shall I want in a dying hour ? 
And let it be procured without delay, and not be 
to be sought in the time of your extremity. 

" This is true religion and godliness. All this 
is to be seriously such as we profess ourselves to 
be. This will distinguish you from hypocrites, 
make you an honour to your profession, and a 
blessing to all about you. Happy the land, the 
church, the family, in which such as these are to 
be found ! " 
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Allow me, my dear William, to commend this 
excellent swnmary of practical Christian wisdom to 
your frequent and attentive perusal, joined with 
self-examination, and the spirit of prayer. You may 
recognise the voice of Scripture, and the experience 
of a true servant of God and lover of mankind, in 
every line of these admirable rules and instruc- 
tions. May the Spirit of truth, of holiness, and love, 
enable you to copy, in your own heart and life, the 
beautiful picture of vital and genuine Christianity 
which is here set before you ! Be assured that the 
feelings, dispositions, and habits, described on 
these pages, are the essence of real religion, the 
true exhibition of the gospel, and the right pre- 
paration for heaven and its eternal blessedness. 

And now, my dear godchild, I put an end to 
communications in which, as I proposed, I have 
conveyed to you a course of religious instruction, 
and of Christian advice. Believe that I affec- 
tionately desire your welfare and happiness, both 
in this world and in the next ; and that I know of 
no way in which your best interests can be pro- 
moted, except that which I have now endeavoured, 
by means of guides far more intelligent and ex- 
perienced than myself, to point out and recoxn.- 
meDcl Delay not to atleivd Xa ^^esfc xsNs^^fc^'H 
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which are of supreme unportance, and of eternal 
consequence. Be serious, that^ you may not be 
unhappy. Follow your convictions. Let not the 
fear of ridicule induce you to disobey the dictates 
of your conscience. Let not selfishness, careless* 
ness, the force of example, or the suggestions of 
human advisers, tempt you to commit known sin, 
to run into needless danger, or to neglect the 
performance of known duty. And while, as an 
humble followed of the divine Redeemer, you thus 
walk with God, may you be continually cheered 
and supported by a well-founded assurance of 
heavenly favour, protection, and benediction ! It 
^11 be your duty, as well as your privilege, to 
possess a firm and rejoicing confidence in 
Almighty God. ' And you will have every reason 
to repose calmly upon that unfailing and un- 
conquerable power which, according to divine 
promise, will be engaged on your behalf. " If 
God be your friend," says the old Christian 
writer whom I quoted at the beginning of this 
letter, " then be not dismayed, though you be 
cast into a furnace of fire : — but if God be against 
you, then be afraid, even in a paradise. Adam 
was in Paradise; but when God was wroth. 
Paradise availed him nothing : — the three 
children of Israel were cast m\jo \5aft ivxTta»^\3MX 
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because God was with them, they were not 
hurt" 

I take my leave of you on this occasion, my 
dear William, by transcribing the greater part of 
a letter which was addressed to a beloved god- 
child by the late S. T. Coleridge, a few days 
before his death : • — 

" I offer up the same fervent prayer for you 
now as I did kneeling before the altar when you 
were baptized into Christ, and solemnly received 
as a livbg member of his spiritual body, the 

church I trust that the all-gracious God, 

the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father 
of mercies, who by his only-begotten Son (all 
mercies in one sovereign mercy !) has redeemed you 
from the evil ground, and willed you to be bom 
out of darkness, but into light; out of death, but 
into life ; out of sin, but into righteousness ; even 
into * the Lord our righteousness,' — 1 trust that 
he will graciously hear the prayer of youjr dear 
parents, and be with you as the spirit of health 
and growth in body and in mind 

"I, your godfather, have known what the 
enjoyments and advantages of this life are, and 
what the more refined pleasures which learning 
and intellectual power can bestow ; and with all 
the experience that more thaiv \5Kte^^^<^x^ ^^«se» 
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can give, I now, on the eve of my depar 
declare to you (and earnestly pray that you 
hereafter live and act on the conviction), 
health is a great blessing ; competence, obts 
by honourable industry, a great blessing ; a 
great blessing it is to have kind, faithful, 
loving friends and relatives; — but that the gre 
of all blessings, as it is the most ennobling < 
privileges, is to be indeed a Christian. 

" But I have been, likewise, through a 
portion of my latter life, a sufferer, sorely aflB 
with bodily pains, languor, and manifold 
mities ; and for the last three or four years '. 
with few and brief intervals, been confined 
sick room, and at this moment, in great wea! 
and heaviness, write from a sick bed, hopele 
recovery, yet without prospect of a speedy rem 
And I thus, on the brink of the grave, sole 
bear witness to you, that the Almighty Redei 
most gracious in his promises to them that 
seek him, is faithful to perform what he has 
mised ; and has reserved, under all my paini 
infirmities, the inward peace that passet 
understanding, with the supporting assurance 
reconciled God, who will not withdraw his i 
from me in the conflict, aivd ixv his own time 
deliver me from tYie e\W. oive. O, xsv^ 
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godchild ! eminently blessed are they who begin 
early to seek, fear, and love their God, trusting 
wholly in the righteousness and mediation of their 
Lord, Redeemer, Saviour, and everlasting High 
Priest, Jesus Christ. O preserve this as a legacy 
and bequest from your unseen godfather and 
friend." 

Adieu, my dear William. May God, of his 
infinite mercy, bless, preserve, and keep you ! 
So prays 

Your earnest well-wisher, 

and most affectionate 

Godfather. 



THE END. 
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